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One	of	the	key	early	reading	skills	is	knowing	the	sounds	that	letters	represent.	In	English,	the	twenty-six	letters	of	the	alphabet	fall	into	two	categories:	vowels	or	consonants.	Typically,	kids	learn	some	of	the	consonant	letters	first.	Thats	partly	because	many	of	the	twenty-one	consonant	letters	only	have	one	sound,	making	them	easier	to	learn.	In
addition,	its	often	easier	for	a	child	to	identify	a	consonant	sound	when	they	hear	it,	because	they	tend	to	be	clearer	and	more	distinct	in	spoken	language.	Phonics	teaches	new	readers	to	connect	these	written	letters	to	their	sounds.But	what	are	consonants?Consonant	sounds	are	made	by	closing	or	narrowing	parts	of	the	mouth,	such	as	the	tongue,
teeth,	or	lips.	Think	of	consonants	as	the	blocked	sounds	in	wordslike	the	sound	of	the	letter	m	when	you	press	your	lips	together.Consonants	can	be	either	voiced	or	unvoiced,	depending	on	whether	the	vocal	cords	vibrate	when	producing	the	sound.	For	instance,	the	/b/	sound	in	bat	is	voiced	while	the	/p/	sound	in	pat	is	unvoiced.	By	placing	your
hand	on	your	throat	and	saying	both	words,	you	can	feel	the	difference.	Children	dont	need	to	know	whether	sounds	are	voiced	or	unvoiced,	but	they	should	hear	the	difference	between	them.	And	knowing	how	these	sounds	work	together	with	each	other	and	with	vowels	is	an	essential	part	of	learning	to	read.The	remaining	letters	of	the	alphabet	are
the	five	primary	vowels,	a,	e,	i,	o,	and	u.	Vowels	are	the	sounds	you	make	when	you	speak	without	closing	your	mouth	or	touching	your	tongue	to	your	teeth	or	the	roof	of	your	mouth.	Think	of	vowels	as	the	open	sounds	in	words.	They	also	make	multiple	sounds,	including	short	and	long	sounds.Both	vowels	and	consonants	are	parts	of	syllables.
Syllables	are	units	of	sound	that	include	a	vowel	sound,	and	often	start	and/or	end	with	consonants.	Together,	consonants	and	vowels	form	syllables	and	words.	Its	important	to	know	that	some	consonants	affect	the	sound	of	vowels,	including	n,	l,	and	r.R-controlled	vowels	occur	when	a	vowel	is	followed	by	the	letter	r,	which	changes	the	way	the
vowel	is	pronounced.	The	r	modifies	the	vowel	sound,	creating	a	unique	sound.	The	sound	of	r-controlled	vowels	is	different	from	standard	long	or	short	vowel	sounds.Common	r-controlled	vowel	patterns	include:ar:	car,	staror:	fork,	bornir:	bird,	shirter:	her,	termur:	fur,	burnA	similar	effect	happens	to	vowels	that	are	followed	by	/l/.	For	example,	in
words	like	ball	and	cold,	the	vowel	sound	may	take	on	a	slightly	different	quality	because	they	appear	before	/l/.Common	words	with	l-affected	vowels	include:all,	ball,	call,	mallcold,	gold,	foldmilk,	silkWhen	/n/	follows	a	vowel,	it	often	causes	the	vowel	to	be	nasalized.	That	means	a	small	amount	of	air	comes	out	of	the	nose	as	the	vowel	is	said.	For
example,	in	man	and	sand,	the	vowel	sound	is	nasalized	because	the	vowel	comes	before	n.Sometimes	two	or	three	consonants	come	together	in	a	word	without	any	vowels	between	them.	These	are	called	consonant	blends.	In	blends,	each	letter	keeps	its	individual	sound,	and	the	blend	is	pronounced	as	a	sequence	of	these	sounds.	Practicing	reading
and	writing	these	blends	helps	children	build	their	fluency	and	understanding	of	letter	sounds.	Kids	often	learn	these	blends	in	first	grade.Common	blends	include:bl:	black,	blue,	blissbr:	bread,	break,	brightcl:	clay,	clean,	clipcr:	crisp,	cry,	creakdr:	drum,	drip,	dreamfl:	fly,	flip,	fleafr:	frog,	friend,	freegl:	green,	grass,	grewpl:	please,	play,	platepr:
prize,	present,	printsl:	slow,	slip,	sleepsm:	smile,	smoke,	smartsn:	snow,	snake,	sneezesp:	spin,	split,	spotst:	star,	stop,	sticksw:	swim,	sweep,	swiftstr:	street,	strong,	straightspl:	split,	splash,	splicescr:	scream,	scrape,	screenIn	consonant	blends,	each	letter	retains	its	sound.	In	consonant	digraphs,	two	letters	come	together	to	represent	a	new,	single
sound.Common	digraphs	include:ch:	chin,	chick,	richsh:	shut,	shin,	pushth:	thick,	thin,	withph:	phone,	photo,	graphwh:	white,	which,	whyng:	ring,	ding,	singLearning	these	digraphs	helps	kids	build	strong	reading	skills	because	they	understand	how	different	letter	combinations	produce	certain	sounds.	Children	will	often	learn	digraphs	after	learning
blends.A	trigraph	is	a	group	of	three	letters	that	work	together	to	represent	a	new,	single	sound.	They	are	like	digraphs	but	are	made	up	of	three	letters	instead	of	two.Common	trigraphs	include:tch:	watch,	match,	pitchsch:	school,	schedule,	scholarstr:	street,	straight,	streamnth:	month,	ninth,	tenthIts	helpful	to	learn	about	trigraphs	after	kids	have
an	understanding	of	digraphs.Most	consonants	make	sounds	in	words,	but	some	words	have	silent	consonants.	Some	common	words	with	silent	letters	include	words	with:wr:	wring,	write,	wrong	(the	w	is	silent)kn:	knee,	knight,	knot	(the	k	is	silent)b:	comb,	thumb,	debt	(the	b	is	silent)dg:	bridge,	badge,	edge	(the	d	is	silent)Helping	kids	recognize
these	patterns	helps	them	know	when	not	to	pronounce	a	sound	in	a	word.Most	consonants	make	one	primary	sound.	Learning	about	the	primary	sounds	consonants	make	is	the	best	place	for	kids	to	start	learning	about	consonants.	After	gaining	this	understanding,	kids	can	start	to	learn	about	common	spelling	patterns	involving	consonants	(blends,
digraphs,	trigraphs,	etc.).To	help	kids	learn	about	consonant	spelling	patterns,	you	can	use:Matching	Games:	Create	cards	with	words	using	the	different	consonant	patterns.	Include	two	words	that	have	the	same	consonant	patterns	on	different	cards.	Have	kids	match	the	words	that	use	the	same	pattern.Letter	Tiles:	Use	letter	tiles	or	magnetic
letters	to	build	words	with	particular	consonant	patterns.Read	Aloud	Books:	Highlight	specific	consonant	patterns	in	the	books	you	read	aloud.	Read	them	aloud	and	point	out	the	patterns	as	you	go.Giving	kids	lots	of	experience	reading	and	writing	with	consonants	helps	expose	them	to	a	variety	of	standard	letter-sound	combinations	and	consonant
spelling	patterns.	Know	that	your	childs	understanding	of	consonants	and	the	sounds	they	make	will	evolve	over	time.	They	can	start	just	with	the	primary	sounds,	and	then	expand	their	understanding	from	there.	homesitemapA-Z	grammar	terms	consonants	A	consonant	is	a	letter	of	the	alphabet	that	represents	a	basic	speech	sound	produced	by
obstructing	the	breath	in	the	vocal	tract.	All	the	letters	in	the	alphabet	apart	from	A,	E,	I,	O,	and	U	are	consonants.	(A,	E,	I,	O,	and	U	are	vowels.)	Table	of	Contents	How	Consonants	Are	Formed	Why	Consonants	Are	Important	Interesting	Words	with	Only	Consonants	Test	Time!	Here	are	some	examples	of	how	consonants	are	formed	by	obstructing
the	breath	in	the	vocal	tract.	T	is	pronounced	using	the	tongue	(front	part)	K	is	pronounced	using	the	tongue	(back	part)	B	is	pronounced	with	the	lips	H	is	pronounced	in	the	throat	F	is	pronounced	by	forcing	air	through	a	narrow	gap	M	is	pronounced	using	the	nasal	passage	If	you	make	any	consonant	sound,	you	will	notice	some	obstruction	of	the
breath	from	the	lungs.	This	is	how	consonants	differ	from	vowels.	Vowels	are	formed	with	an	open	configuration	of	the	vocal	tract.	In	other	words,	when	pronouncing	a	vowel,	there	is	vibration	of	the	vocal	cords	but	no	audible	friction.	A	consonant	can	be	combined	with	a	vowel	to	form	a	syllable.	There	are	two	good	reasons	to	care	about	consonants.
Use	"a"	(not	"an")	before	a	consonant	sound.	Note	the	word	sound.	(The	ruling	is	not	use	"a"	before	a	consonant.)	It	was	a	unique	experience	to	receive	an	unequivocal	answer.	(Even	though	"unique"	and	"unequivocal"	start	with	the	same	letter	(the	same	two	letters	in	fact),	"unique"	starts	with	a	consonant	sound	(Y)	while	"unequivocal"	starts	with	a
vowel	sound.	Remember	that	you	must	use	"a"	(not	"an")	before	a	consonant	sound.)	Becoming	a	eunuch	wasn't	a	one-off	deal	it	was	a	two-off	deal.	("Eunuch"	and	"one-off"	both	start	with	vowels	but	with	consonant	sounds.)	Read	more	about	"an"	and	"a"	on	the	page	about	indefinite	articles.	Be	particularly	careful	with	abbreviations.	She	was	injured
in	a	RTA.	She	was	injured	in	an	RTA.	(The	letter	"R"	is	a	consonant,	but	the	initialism	RTA	is	pronounced	"ar-tee-ay,"	i.e.,	it	starts	with	a	vowel	sound.	Therefore,	"an"	is	correct.)	A	MAFF	official	came	to	stuff	an	MRSA	outbreak.	(The	acronym	MAFF	attracts	"a"	because	it	is	pronounced	"maf,"	i.e.,	it	starts	with	a	consonant	sound.	However,	the
initialism	MRSA	attracts	"an"	because	it	is	pronounced	"em-ar-ess-ay,"	i.e.,	it	starts	with	a	vowel	sound.)	Read	more	about	using	"an"	and	"a"	with	abbreviations.	Consonance	is	a	literary	technique	created	by	repeating	the	same	consonant	sound	in	neighboring	words.	It	is	used	by	poets	and	lyricists	to	compel	their	audiences	to	consider	the	near
rhyme	created	by	consonance.	Consonance	is	not	the	same	as	alliteration,	which	sees	neighboring	words	all	starting	with	the	same	letter	or	sound.	I	earn	my	keep	by	cracking	locks	or	picking	a	pockets.	She	swung	her	fist	in	angst	against	the	beast.	The	new	logo	says	boorish	and	English	but	also	stylish.	Read	more	about	consonance.	Use	"a"	(not
"an")	if	the	next	word	starts	with	a	consonant	sound.	Use	consonance	to	compel	your	readers	to	think	more	deeply	about	your	word	choice.	With	seven	consonants,	"rhythms"	is	the	longest	word	without	any	vowels.	There	are	three	words	with	six	consonants	and	no	vowels:	He	moved	very	spryly.	("Spryly"	means	in	a	nimble	or	agile	manner.)	She	is
sylphy.	("Sylphy"	means	like	a	"sylph"	(a	slender	graceful	girl).)	Eclipses	occur	at	times	of	syzygy.	("Syzygy"	is	the	straight-line	configuration	of	three	or	more	celestial	bodies.)	Some	might	argue	that	these	words	do	contain	vowels	because	they	include	Y,	which	is	often	called	a	semi-vowel.	(There	is	more	on	this	on	the	vowels	page.)	With	no	"vowels,"
we	have	crwth	(a	stringed	instrument)	and	cwtch	(a	shed,	cuddle,	or	hiding	place).	But,	both	of	these	words	derive	from	Welsh,	which	typically	treats	W	like	the	U	in	"cut."	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	Consonants	are	letters
that	represent	certain	speech	sounds,	specifically	sounds	that	involve	blocking	the	air	before	it	leaves	the	mouth,	such	as	with	the	tongue,	lips,	or	throat.	Most	letters	of	the	English	alphabet	are	consonants,	except	for	a,	e,	i,	o,	and	u,	which	are	vowels.Consonants	play	a	significant	role	in	both	spelling	and	pronunciation,	as	well	as	writing	where	sound
is	important,	like	poetry	or	music	lyrics.	Below	we	give	a	more	detailed	answer	to	the	questions:	What	are	consonants?	Including	their	difference	from	vowels,	how	theyre	used	with	the	articles	a	and	an,	and	the	relationship	between	consonants	and	consonance.	Grammarly	helps	you	communicate	confidently	Table	of	contentsWhat	is	a	consonant?
Vowels	and	consonantsConsonant	vs.	consonance:	What	is	consonance?Consonants	and	the	articles	a	and	anConsonant	FAQsWhat	is	a	consonant?Consonants	are	letters	that	stand	for	a	type	of	sound	we	use	in	speech.	These	sounds	involve	a	partial	or	complete	closure	of	the	vocal	tract:	for	example,	placing	the	tongue	behind	the	front	teeth,	as	with
the	consonants	t	and	d;	or	closing	your	lips,	as	with	the	consonants	b,	m,	and	p.	The	opposite	of	consonants	are	vowels,	which	do	not	involve	closing	the	vocal	tract.Most	letters	of	the	English	alphabet	are	consonants.	Some	letters,	however,	can	represent	more	than	one	sound,	including	both	consonant	and	vowel	sounds.	These	letters	are	known	as
sometimes	consonants.Always	consonantsbcdfgjklmnpqstvxzSometimes	consonants	Vowels	and	consonantsUnlike	consonants,	vowels	do	not	involve	closing	the	vocal	tract.	Instead,	they	differentiate	sounds	based	on	pitch,	accent,	volume,	and	duration.The	vowels	are	a,	e,	i,	o,	and	u,	and	in	some	cases,	y.	However,	depending	on	how	theyre	used,	h,	r,
and	w	can	also	make	vowel	sounds,	although	in	grammar	they	are	still	considered	consonants	and	do	not	follow	the	same	rules	as	the	vowels.Knowing	the	difference	between	vowels	and	consonants	is	a	big	help	with	spelling	rules.	In	particular,	knowing	when	to	spell	words	with	double	consonantscan	be	especially	frustrating.	Whether	or	not	a	word
uses	double	consonants	with	a	suffix,	such	as	drop	and	dropped	or	begin	and	beginning,	depends	not	only	on	a	words	letters	but	also	the	number	of	syllables.Consonant	vs.	consonance:	What	is	consonance?Consonants	are	closely	related	to	a	writing	technique	called	consonance.	Often	found	in	poetry,	musical	lyrics,	and	creative	writing,	consonance	is
a	literary	device	that	uses	a	series	of	words	containing	the	same	consonant	sound.	For	example,	look	at	this	popular	childrens	poem:Hickory	dickory	dock.The	mouse	ran	up	the	clock.The	clock	struck	one,The	mouse	ran	down,Hickory	dickory	dock.Notice	the	repetition	of	the	k	or	ck	sound,	as	well	as	the	n	sound	to	a	lesser	extent.Keep	in	mind	that
consonance	is	different	from	alliteration.	In	alliteration,	only	the	beginnings	of	the	words	use	the	same	consonant	sound.	In	consonance,	the	repeated	sounds	can	come	from	anywhere	in	the	word,	including	the	middle	or	end.Consonants	and	the	articles	a	and	anConsonants	also	play	an	important	role	in	choosing	between	the	indefinite	articles	a	and
an.	The	basic	rules	are	simple:If	the	word	starts	with	a	consonant	sound,	use	a.If	the	word	starts	with	a	vowel	sound,	use	an.For	example,	with	animals	whose	name	starts	with	a	consonant	sound,	we	use	a:a	tigera	giraffea	ratBut	for	animals	whose	name	starts	with	a	vowel	sound,	we	use	an:an	elephantan	armadilloan	orangutanThis	applies	to
adjectives	as	well	as	nouns.a	lockan	open	lockThere	are	a	few	exceptions,	however.	The	consonant	h	can	sometimes	be	silent,	which	means	some	h	words	actually	start	with	a	vowel	sound	and	use	an.an	houran	heiressHowever,	not	all	h	words	are	silent.	If	the	h	at	the	beginning	is	pronounced,	use	a	as	with	any	other	consonant.a	hotela	historic
dayLikewise,	vowels	can	sometimes	make	a	consonant	sound	at	the	beginning	of	the	word.	Although	rare,	these	words	also	use	a.	Pay	particular	attention	to	words	beginning	with	a	vowel	that	makes	a	sound	like	you.a	universitya	European	Consonant	FAQsWhat	are	consonants?Consonants	are	letters	representing	a	speech	sound	with	a	closure	of	the
vocal	tract.	For	example,	the	consonants	d	and	t	involve	placing	the	tongue	behind	the	front	teeth,	while	the	consonants	b,	m,	and	p	involve	closing	the	lips.	Most	letters	of	the	alphabet	are	consonants.How	do	they	differ	from	vowels?While	consonants	represent	sounds	with	a	closure	of	the	vocal	tract,	vowels	represent	sounds	where	the	vocal	tract
remains	open.	Vowels	use	pitch,	accent,	volume,	and	duration	to	differentiate	their	sounds.	Only	a,	e,	i,	o,	u,	and	sometimes	y	are	vowels,	although	h,	r,	and	w	can	occasionally	make	vowel	sounds.What	are	the	rules	for	using	consonants?If	a	word	starts	with	a	consonant	sound,	use	the	indefinite	article	a;	if	a	word	starts	with	a	vowel	sound,	use	the
indefinite	article	an.	Keep	in	mind	that	some	consonants	make	vowel	sounds	and	some	vowels	make	consonant	sounds,	so	use	the	appropriate	article.	For	example,	we	say	an	hour	and	a	university.	Consonants	represent	fundamental	building	blocks	of	spoken	and	written	language,	playing	a	crucial	role	in	literacy	development	and	linguistic
comprehension.	As	educators,	a	thorough	understanding	of	consonantstheir	articulatory	features,	classification	systems,	developmental	progression,	and	instructional	implicationsprovides	essential	knowledge	for	effective	language	and	literacy	instruction.Phonological	Definition	and	CharacteristicsIn	its	most	basic	definition,	a	consonant	is	a	speech
sound	produced	with	some	constriction	of	the	vocal	tract.	This	contrasts	with	vowels,	which	are	produced	with	relatively	open	vocal	tract	configurations.	Phonetically,	consonants	involve	either	complete	closure	or	significant	narrowing	of	the	vocal	tract	at	some	point	during	articulation.	This	constriction	creates	audible	friction,	momentary	stoppage
of	airflow,	or	channeling	of	air	through	alternative	pathways.The	English	language	utilizes	24	consonant	phonemes	(distinctive	sound	units),	though	some	dialectal	variations	exist.	These	sounds	are	represented	by	21	letters	of	the	English	alphabet	(all	letters	except	a,	e,	i,	o,	u,	and	sometimes	y),	with	some	consonant	phonemes	represented	by	letter
combinations	(e.g.,	th,	sh,	ch).Articulatory	ClassificationConsonants	can	be	systematically	classified	according	to	three	primary	articulatory	dimensions:1.	Place	of	ArticulationThis	dimension	refers	to	where	in	the	vocal	tract	the	airflow	constriction	occurs:Bilabial:	Both	lips	(p,	b,	m)Labiodental:	Lower	lip	and	upper	teeth	(f,	v)Dental:	Tongue	and	teeth
(th	in	thin	and	then)Alveolar:	Tongue	and	alveolar	ridge	(t,	d,	s,	z,	n,	l)Post-alveolar:	Tongue	and	back	of	alveolar	ridge	(sh,	zh,	ch,	j)Palatal:	Tongue	and	hard	palate	(y)Velar:	Tongue	and	soft	palate	(k,	g,	ng)Glottal:	Constriction	at	the	glottis	(h)2.	Manner	of	ArticulationThis	dimension	describes	how	airflow	is	affected	during	production:Stops/Plosives:
Complete	blockage	of	airflow	followed	by	release	(p,	b,	t,	d,	k,	g)Fricatives:	Partial	constriction	creating	turbulent	airflow	(f,	v,	th,	s,	z,	sh,	zh,	h)Affricates:	Stop	followed	immediately	by	fricative	release	(ch,	j)Nasals:	Oral	closure	with	lowered	velum	allowing	air	through	the	nose	(m,	n,	ng)Liquids:	Partial	closure	with	minimal	turbulence	(l,
r)Glides/Semivowels:	Brief	movement	toward	consonant	constriction	(w,	y)3.	VoicingThis	dimension	indicates	whether	the	vocal	cords	vibrate	during	production:Voiced:	Vocal	cords	vibrate	(b,	d,	g,	v,	th	in	then,	z,	zh,	j,	m,	n,	ng,	l,	r,	w,	y)Voiceless:	Vocal	cords	do	not	vibrate	(p,	t,	k,	f,	th	in	thin,	s,	sh,	ch,	h)This	three-dimensional	classification	system
allows	for	precise	description	of	consonant	sounds	and	systematic	analysis	of	phonological	patterns,	which	proves	invaluable	for	understanding	speech	development,	assessing	phonological	disorders,	and	designing	effective	reading	instruction.Orthographic	RepresentationThe	relationship	between	consonant	phonemes	and	their	orthographic	(written)
representations	presents	significant	complexity	in	English	orthography.	Several	patterns	are	noteworthy:1.	One-to-one	correspondences:	Some	consonants	consistently	represent	the	same	phoneme	(e.g.,	m	almost	always	represents	/m/)2.	Multiple	phoneme	representation:	Some	consonant	letters	represent	different	phonemes	in	different	contexts
(e.g.,	c	can	represent	/k/	or	/s/)3.	Digraphs:	Two-letter	combinations	representing	single	phonemes	(e.g.,	sh,	ch,	th)4.	Silent	consonants:	Letters	present	orthographically	but	not	pronounced	(e.g.,	k	in	knee,	g	in	sign)5.	Phonological	conditioning:	Pronunciation	affected	by	surrounding	sounds	(e.g.,	plural	-s	pronounced	as	/s/	or	/z/	depending	on
preceding	sound)These	complexities	contribute	to	the	challenge	of	English	literacy	acquisition	and	necessitate	systematic	instructional	approaches.Developmental	ProgressionThe	acquisition	of	consonant	sounds	follows	reasonably	predictable	developmental	patterns,	though	individual	variation	exists.	Generally:Early	developing	consonants	(typically
mastered	by	age	3):	p,	b,	m,	n,	h,	wMiddle	developing	consonants	(typically	mastered	by	age	4-5):	t,	d,	k,	g,	f,	y,	ngLater	developing	consonants	(typically	mastered	by	age	6-7):	s,	z,	l,	r,	sh,	ch,	j,	v,	thThis	developmental	progression	generally	moves	from:Front	to	back	place	of	articulationStops	to	fricatives	to	affricates	in	manner	of
articulationVoiceless	to	voiced	within	cognate	pairsUnderstanding	this	developmental	progression	helps	educators	establish	age-appropriate	expectations	and	identify	children	who	may	benefit	from	additional	phonological	support.Pedagogical	ImplicationsKnowledge	of	consonant	characteristics	informs	several	aspects	of	language	and	literacy
instruction:Phonological	Awareness	InstructionEffective	phonological	awareness	instruction	often	begins	with	larger	phonological	units	(words,	syllables)	before	addressing	individual	phonemes.	When	introducing	phoneme-level	skills,	consideration	of	developmental	progression	suggests	beginning	with:Initial	consonants	before	final
consonantsContinuant	consonants	(those	that	can	be	prolonged	like	/m/	or	/s/)	before	stops	(like	/p/	or	/t/)Consonants	with	more	visible	articulation	before	less	visible	onesPhonics	InstructionSystematic	phonics	instruction	typically	introduces	consonant	letters	in	a	sequence	that:Begins	with	high-utility	consonants	that	appear	frequently	in	simple
wordsSeparates	visually	similar	letters	(b/d,	p/q)	to	reduce	confusionSpaces	out	consonants	with	similar	soundsTeaches	consistent	correspondences	before	variable	onesIntroduces	digraphs	after	single	consonant-sound	relationships	are	establishedSpelling	InstructionKnowledge	of	consonant	characteristics	supports	spelling	instruction
through:Explicit	teaching	about	consonant	doubling	patternsInstruction	in	consonant	cluster	(blend)	patternsAnalysis	of	morphological	patterns	affecting	consonant	representationAttention	to	position-based	spelling	patterns	(e.g.,	dge	for	/j/	in	final	position)English	Language	Learner	SupportFor	English	language	learners,	consonant	instruction
benefits	from:Contrastive	analysis	between	native	language	and	English	consonant	systemsExplicit	attention	to	consonants	not	present	in	the	students	first	languageVisual	supports	showing	articulation	positionsTechnology	providing	visualization	of	phonetic	featuresAssessment	ConsiderationsComprehensive	assessment	of	consonant	knowledge	may
include:1.	Production	assessment:	Evaluating	accuracy	of	consonant	production	in	various	word	positions2.	Discrimination	tasks:	Assessing	ability	to	distinguish	between	similar	consonant	sounds3.	Orthographic	knowledge:	Assessing	letter-sound	correspondences	for	consonants4.	Phonological	awareness:	Evaluating	ability	to	identify,	isolate,	and
manipulate	consonant	sounds5.	Spelling	analysis:	Examining	consonant	representation	in	student	writingSystematic	assessment	allows	for	targeted	intervention	addressing	specific	consonant-related	challenges.Understanding	consonants	in	their	full	complexityphonologically,	orthographically,	and	developmentallyequips	educators	to	design	and
implement	effective	language	and	literacy	instruction.	By	appreciating	the	systematic	nature	of	consonant	features,	teachers	can	scaffold	learning	experiences	that	build	upon	students	developing	phonological	knowledge	and	support	their	journey	toward	linguistic	proficiency.	noun	(2)adjective	(6)View	synonyms	for	consonantPhonetics.(in	English
articulation)	a	speech	sound	produced	by	occluding	with	or	without	releasing	(p,	b;	t,	d;	k,	g),	diverting	(m,	n,	ng),	or	obstructing	(f,	v;	s,	z,	etc.)	the	flow	of	air	from	the	lungs	(vowel	).(in	a	syllable)	any	sound	other	than	the	sound	of	greatest	sonority	in	the	syllable,	as	b,	r,	and	g	in	brig	(sonant	).(in	linguistic	function)	a	concept	empirically	determined
as	a	phonological	element	in	structural	contrast	with	vowel,	as	the	b	of	be,	the	w	of	we,	the	y,	s,	and	t	of	yeast,	etc.a	letter	that	usually	represents	a	consonant	sound.in	agreement;	agreeable;	in	accord;	consistent	(usually	followed	by	to	orwith	).behavior	consonant	with	his	character.Synonyms:	congruous,	concordantcorresponding	in	sound,	as
words.harmonious,	as	sounds.Music.constituting	a	consonance.Physics.noting	or	pertaining	to	sounds	exhibiting	consonance.consonantal.a	speech	sound	or	letter	of	the	alphabet	other	than	a	vowel;	a	stop,	fricative,	or	continuantCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986
HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012(postpositive;	foll	by	with	or	to)	consistent;	in	agreementharmonious	in	tone	or	soundmusic	characterized	by	the	presence	of	a	consonancebeing	or	relating	to	a	consonantCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.
1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012consonantlike	adjectiveconsonantly	adverbunconsonant	adjectiveOrigin	of	consonant1First	recorded	in	13501400;	Middle	English	consona(u)nt,	from	Anglo-French,	from	Latin	consonant-,	stem	of	consonns	sounding	together,	present	participle	of	consonre	to	sound
with	or	together;	equivalent	to	con-	+	sonantOrigin	of	consonant1C14:	from	Latin	consonns,	from	consonre	to	sound	at	the	same	time,	be	in	harmony,	from	sonre	to	soundExamples	have	not	been	reviewed.Even	to	native	English	speakers,	the	transliteration	of	familiar	words	into	an	alphabet	with	imperfectly	matched	consonants	lacking,	for	example,	a
precise	F	or	R	sound	can	be	confusing.There	is	really	no	other	option,	dramatically	speaking,	or	consonant	with	his	character.Her	characters	would	crash	down	on	consonants,	as	though	landing	a	plane	in	the	midst	of	an	engine	blowout	or	stretch	out	vowels	in	defiance	of	several	laws	of	physics.We	find	a	substantial	increase	in	bankruptcy	rates,	debt
collections,	debt	consolidation	loans,	and	auto	loan	delinquencies	in	those	states,	they	wrote,	consonant	with	an	increase	in	excessive	debt	among	players.Its	hard	to	think	about	Sajak	doing	anything	other	than	soliciting	consonants	and	vowels	or	declaring	a	player	bankrupt,	but	his	storied	career	began	long	before	Wheel	of
Fortune.consonanceconsonantalBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	Definition	of	consonant:	A	consonant	is	a	letter	(sound)	of	the	English	alphabet	that	is	not	a	vowel.What	is	a	Consonant?What
does	consonant	mean?	A	consonant	is	most	often	identified	as	a	letter	that	is	not	a	vowel.More	specifically,	a	consonant	is	a	sound	that	when	paired	with	a	vowel	makes	a	syllable.A	consonant	is	any	sound	that	a	letter	makes	that	is	not	a	vowel	sound.	What	Letters	are	Consonants?English	consonant	letters:	B,	C,	D,	F,	G,	H,	J,	K,	L,	M,	N,	P,	Q,	R,	S,	T,
U,	V,	W,	X,	Y	(sometimes),	ZConsonant	Examples	in	Words:carc	and	r	are	consonants	in	this	wordstorms	t	r	m	are	consonants	in	this	worddayd	is	a	consonant	in	this	wordConsonants	vs.	VowelsConsonants	are	not	vowels.	Vowels	in	the	English	language	are	A,	E,	I,	O,	U,	(and	sometimes	Y).Vowels,	just	like	consonants,	do	not	make	syllables	on	their
own.	A	vowel	paired	with	a	consonant	makes	a	syllable.Example	of	vowel	in	word:	siti	is	the	vowel	in	this	wordForming	SyllablesA	syllable	is	a	unit	of	sound	that	creates	meaning	in	language.	Consonants	pair	with	vowels	to	create	syllables.Syllables	can	have	more	than	one	letter,	more	than	on	consonant,	and	more	than	one	vowel,	but	they	cannot
have	more	than	one	sound.Examples:	makertwo	syllablesmak:	two	consonants	m	k	plus	one	vowel	aer:	one	vowel	e	plus	one	consonant	rslowone	syllablethree	consonants	s	l	w	and	one	vowel	obananathree	syllablesba:	one	consonant	b	plus	one	vowel	ana:	one	consonant	n	plus	one	vowel	ana	:	one	consonant	n	plus	one	vowel	aleanone	syllabletwo
consonants	l	n	plus	one	vowel	nLiterary	Devices	That	Use	ConsonantsThe	sound	specifically	created	from	consonants	is	used	in	the	literary	device	called	consonance.Consonance	is	the	repetition	of	similar	consonant	sounds	within	nearby	words.	It	is,	in	a	sense,	the	opposite	literary	device	to	alliteration.Consonance,	as	with	alliteration,	is	often	used	in
poetry	when	writers	use	sound	to	create	meaning.Example	of	Consonance:the	children	seemed	adorable	and	endearingthe	repetition	of	the	d	sound	in	these	examples	creates	the	consonanceThe	following	is	an	example	of	consonance	from	American	poet	Emily	Dickinsons	T	was	later	when	the	summer	went:T	was	later	when	the	summer	wentThan
when	the	cricket	came,And	yet	we	knew	that	gentle	clockMeant	nought	but	going	home.The	t	sound	in	this	example	creates	the	consonance.	Dickinson	purposefully	incorporates	consonance	into	this	poem	to	reflect	her	intention.She	wants	to	mimic	the	sound	of	the	cricket	and	the	sound	of	the	clock.	She	does	so,	subtly,	by	including
consonance.Summary:	What	are	Consonants?Define	consonant:	the	definition	of	consonant	is	one	of	a	class	of	speech	sounds	that	are	enunciated	by	constricting	or	closing	one	or	more	points	of	the	breath	channel.	Examples	include,	c,	d,	n,	p,	etc.In	summary,	a	consonant	is	a	unit	of	sound	(a	letter)	in	English.Consonants	are	not	vowels.When
consonants	combine	with	vowels,	they	create	syllables.	A	consonant	is	a	letter	that	represents	speech	sounds	that	can	only	be	made	when	the	vocal	tract	is	partially	or	entirely	closed.	Consonants	require	specific	positions	of	the	lips,	tongue,	and	cheeks.While	the	pronunciation	of	vowels	varies	vastly	across	different	English	speakers	and	dialects,	the
pronunciation	of	consonants	is	more	defined	(although	some	dialectal	variation	exists).Below,	well	dive	deeper	into	what	consonants	are	by	reviewing	each	one	and	the	sound(s)	they	make,	going	over	what	consonant	digraphs	are,	and	explaining	the	difference	between	consonants	and	consonance.	Sounds	of	Consonants	(With	Examples)There	are	21
consonants	in	the	English	alphabetB,	C,	D,	F,	G,	H,	J,	K,	L,	M,	N,	P,	Q,	R,	S,	T,	V,	W,	X,	Y,	Z.Its	important	to	remember	that	certain	consonant	combinations	can	create	different	sounds	altogether.	These	combinations	are	known	as	consonant	digraphs,	trigraphs,	or	tetragraphs	(depending	on	how	many	letters	there	are).	Consonant	digraphs	are	the
most	common,	and	there	are	numerous	examples.	A	few	are	DG	creating	the	/d/	sound	in	badge,	GH	creating	the	/f/	sound	in	cough,	and	SH	creating	the	//	sound	in	shadow.What	Is	a	Silent	Letter?A	silent	letter	is	a	letter	that	doesnt	represent	any	sound	when	the	word	is	pronounced	aloud.	In	English,	every	letter	can	be	silent	in	at	least	one	word.	For
some	consonants,	its	not	unusual	to	see	them	acting	as	silent	letters,	like	B,	C,	D,	G,	H,	K,	L,	M,	N,	P,	T,	and	W.	These	letters	are	silent	in	the	following	examples:	doubt,	muscle,	Wednesday,	gnaw,	hour,	know,	salmon,	mnemonic,	autumn,	raspberry,	castle,	and	answer.Consonants	vs	ConsonanceAlthough	related,	be	careful	not	to	confuse	consonants
with	consonance.Consonance	is	a	literary	and	poetic	device	in	which	the	same	consonant	sound	(anywhere	in	a	word)	is	repeated	in	several	nearby	words.The	zoo	was	amazing.In	the	example	above,	the	/z/	sound	is	found	at	the	beginning	of	zoo	and	towards	the	end	of	amazing.Alliteration	is	a	subcategory	of	consonance.	The	only	difference	is	that	the
repeated	consonant	sounds	are	found	at	the	beginning	of	words.Crazy	cats	create	chaos.	Do	you	understand	this	play	on	words	that	uses	both	vowels	and	consonant?Why	Learning	About	Consonants	Is	ImportantBeing	able	to	identify	consonants	is	important	because	itll	help	you	get	better	at	spelling	and	pronouncing	words.Of	course,	the	best	way	to
learn	the	sound(s)	each	consonant	represents	takes	practice	and	familiarization.	If	you	are	in	the	process	of	learning	about	consonants,	LanguageTool	can	ensure	your	writing	is	free	from	spelling	mistakes	and	typos.	Additionally,	this	advanced	writing	assistant	can	also	detect	errors	in	punctuation	and	grammar.	So,	no	matter	where	you	are	on	your
writing	journey,	LanguageTool	can	help	you	produce	exceptional	texts.	

Difference	between	consonant	blends	and	digraphs.	Are	consonant	blends	and	digraphs	the	same.	Are	blends	and	digraphs	the	same.	What	are	blends	and	digraphs.	Consonant	blends.
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