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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Nursery	rhyme	character	This	article	is	about	the	nursery	rhyme.	For	other	uses,	see	Humpty	Dumpty	(disambiguation).	"Humpty	Dumpty"Illustration	by	W.	W.	Denslow,	1904Nursery	rhymePublished1797	Humpty
Dumpty	is	a	character	in	an	English	nursery	rhyme,	probably	originally	a	riddle,	and	is	typically	portrayed	as	an	anthropomorphic	egg,	though	he	is	not	explicitly	described	as	such.	The	first	recorded	versions	of	the	rhyme	date	from	late	eighteenth-century	England	and	the	tune	from	1870	in	James	William	Elliott's	National	Nursery	Rhymes	and
Nursery	Songs.[1]	Its	origins	are	obscure,	and	several	theories	have	been	advanced	to	suggest	original	meanings.	The	rhyme	is	listed	in	the	Roud	Folk	Song	Index	as	No.	13026.	As	a	figure	in	nursery	culture,	the	character	appears	under	a	variety	of	near-rhyming	names,	such	as	Lille	Trille	(Danish),	Wirgele-Wargele	(German),	Hümpelken-Pümpelken
(German)	and	Hobberti	Bob	(Pennsylvania	Dutch).[2]	As	a	character	and	literary	allusion,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	referred	to	in	several	works	of	literature	and	popular	culture	in	the	19th	century.	Lewis	Carroll	in	particular	made	him	an	animated	egg	in	his	1871	book	Through	the	Looking-Glass,	while	in	the	United	States	the	character	was	popularised
by	George	L.	Fox	as	a	clown	of	that	name	in	the	Broadway	pantomime	musical	Humpty	Dumpty	(1868).[3]	The	rhyme	is	well	known	in	the	English	language.	The	common	text	from	1882	is:[4]	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall.	Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	All	the	king's	horses	and	all	the	king's	men	Couldn't	put	Humpty	together	again.	It	is	a	single
quatrain	with	external	rhymes[5]	that	follow	the	pattern	of	AABB	and	with	a	trochaic	metre,	which	is	common	in	nursery	rhymes.[6]	The	melody	commonly	associated	with	the	rhyme	was	first	recorded	by	composer	and	nursery	rhyme	collector	James	William	Elliott	in	his	National	Nursery	Rhymes	and	Nursery	Songs	(London,	1870),	as	outlined	below:
[7]	Audio	playback	is	not	supported	in	your	browser.	You	can	download	the	audio	file.	Illustration	from	Walter	Crane's	Mother	Goose's	Nursery	Rhymes	(1877),	showing	Humpty	Dumpty	as	a	boy.	The	earliest	known	version	was	published	in	Samuel	Arnold's	Juvenile	Amusements	in	1797[1]	with	the	lyrics:[8]	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,	Humpty
Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	Four-score	Men	and	Four-score	more,	Could	not	make	Humpty	Dumpty	where	he	was	before.	A	manuscript	addition	to	a	copy	of	Mother	Goose's	Melody	published	in	1803	has	the	modern	version	with	a	different	last	line:	"Could	not	set	Humpty	Dumpty	up	again".[8]	It	was	published	in	1810	in	a	version	of	Gammer	Gurton's
Garland.[9]	(Note:	Original	spelling	variations	left	intact.)	Humpty	Dumpty	sate	on	a	wall,	Humpti	Dumpti	had	a	great	fall;	Threescore	men	and	threescore	more,	Cannot	place	Humpty	dumpty	as	he	was	before.	In	1842,	James	Orchard	Halliwell	published	a	collected	version	as:[10]	Humpty	Dumpty	lay	in	a	beck.	With	all	his	sinews	around	his	neck;
Forty	Doctors	and	forty	wrights	Couldn't	put	Humpty	Dumpty	to	rights!	Evidence	of	an	alternative	American	version	closer	to	the	modern	received	rhyme	quoted	above	is	given	by	William	Carey	Richards	in	the	issue	of	a	children's	magazine	for	1843,	where	he	comments	that	he	had	come	across	it	as	a	riddle	when	he	was	five-years	old	and	that	the
answer	was	"an	egg".[11]	Humpty-dumpty	sit	upon	a	wall,	Humpty-dumpty	had	a	great	fall;	All	the	king's	horses	and	all	the	king's	men	Couldn't	put	humpty-dumpty	together	again.	According	to	the	Oxford	English	Dictionary,	in	the	17th	century,	the	term	"humpty	dumpty"	referred	to	a	drink	of	brandy	boiled	with	ale.[8]	The	riddle	probably	exploited,
for	misdirection,	the	fact	that	"humpty	dumpty"	was	also	eighteenth-century	reduplicative	slang	for	a	short	and	clumsy	person.[12]	The	riddle	may	depend	upon	the	assumption	that	a	clumsy	person	falling	off	a	wall	might	not	be	irreparably	damaged,	whereas	an	egg	would	be.	The	rhyme	is	no	longer	posed	as	a	riddle,	since	the	answer	is	now	so	well
known.	Similar	riddles	have	been	recorded	by	folklorists	in	other	languages,	such	as	"Boule	Boule"	in	French,	"Lille	Trille"	in	Swedish	and	Norwegian,	and	"Runtzelken-Puntzelken"	or	"Humpelken-Pumpelken"	in	different	parts	of	Germany—although	none	is	as	widely	known	as	Humpty	Dumpty	is	in	English.[8][13]	The	rhyme	does	not	explicitly	state
that	the	subject	is	an	egg,	possibly	because	it	may	have	been	originally	posed	as	a	riddle.[8]	There	are	also	various	theories	of	an	original	"Humpty	Dumpty".	One,	advanced	by	Katherine	Elwes	Thomas	in	1930[14]	and	adopted	by	Robert	Ripley,[8]	posits	that	Humpty	Dumpty	is	King	Richard	III	of	England,	depicted	as	hunchbacked	in	Tudor	histories
and	particularly	in	Shakespeare's	play,	and	who	was	defeated,	despite	his	armies,	at	Bosworth	Field	in	1485.	In	1785,	Francis	Grose's	Classical	Dictionary	of	the	Vulgar	Tongue	noted	that	a	"Humpty	Dumpty"	was	"a	short	clumsey	[sic]	person	of	either	sex,	also	ale	boiled	with	brandy";	no	mention	was	made	of	the	rhyme.[15]	The	name	is	also
commonly	applied	to	a	person	in	an	insecure	position,	something	that	would	be	difficult	to	reconstruct	once	broken,	or	a	short	and	fat	person.[16]	Poster	advertising	the	1868	American	pantomime	starring	George	L.	Fox	Professor	David	Daube	suggested	in	The	Oxford	Magazine	of	16	February	1956	that	Humpty	Dumpty	was	a	"tortoise"	siege	engine,
an	armored	frame,	used	unsuccessfully	to	approach	the	walls	of	the	Parliamentary-held	city	of	Gloucester	in	1643	during	the	Siege	of	Gloucester	in	the	English	Civil	War.	This	was	on	the	basis	of	a	contemporary	account	of	the	attack,	but	without	evidence	that	the	rhyme	was	connected.[17]	The	theory	was	part	of	an	anonymous	series	of	articles	on	the
origin	of	nursery	rhymes	and	was	widely	acclaimed	in	academia,[18]	but	it	was	derided	by	others	as	"ingenuity	for	ingenuity's	sake"	and	declared	to	be	a	spoof.[19][20]	The	link	was	nevertheless	popularized	by	a	children's	opera	All	the	King's	Men	by	Richard	Rodney	Bennett,	first	performed	in	1969.[21][22]	From	1996,	the	website	of	the	Colchester
tourist	board	attributed	the	origin	of	the	rhyme	to	a	cannon	recorded	as	used	from	the	church	of	St	Mary-at-the-Walls	by	the	Royalist	defenders	in	the	siege	of	1648.[23]	In	1648,	Colchester	was	a	walled	town	with	a	castle	and	several	churches	and	was	protected	by	the	city	wall.	The	story	given	was	that	a	large	cannon,	which	the	website	claimed	was
colloquially	called	Humpty	Dumpty,	was	strategically	placed	on	the	wall.	A	shot	from	a	Parliamentary	cannon	succeeded	in	damaging	the	wall	beneath	Humpty	Dumpty,	which	caused	the	cannon	to	tumble	to	the	ground.	The	Royalists	(or	Cavaliers,	"all	the	King's	men")	attempted	to	raise	Humpty	Dumpty	on	to	another	part	of	the	wall,	but	the	cannon
was	so	heavy	that	"All	the	King's	horses	and	all	the	King's	men	couldn't	put	Humpty	together	again".	Author	Albert	Jack	claimed	in	his	2008	book	Pop	Goes	the	Weasel:	The	Secret	Meanings	of	Nursery	Rhymes	that	there	were	two	other	verses	supporting	this	claim.[24]	Elsewhere,	he	claimed	to	have	found	them	in	an	"old	dusty	library,	[in]	an	even
older	book",[25]	but	did	not	state	what	the	book	was	or	where	it	was	found.	It	has	been	pointed	out	that	the	two	additional	verses	are	not	in	the	style	of	the	seventeenth	century	or	of	the	existing	rhyme,	and	that	they	do	not	fit	with	the	earliest	printed	versions	of	the	rhyme,	which	do	not	mention	horses	and	men.[23]	American	actor	George	L.	Fox
helped	to	popularise	the	nursery	rhyme	character	in	a	nineteenth-century	pantomime	on	Broadway,[26]	where	he	figures	as	a	clown.	During	the	19th	century,	too,	Humpty	Dumpty	gave	his	name	to	a	number	of	musical	items,	dependent	either	on	the	nursery	rhyme	or	on	the	pantomime.	They	include	Alfred	Caldicott's	glee	of	1878[27]	and	E.	P.
Sweeting's	round	of	1893,[28]	as	well	as	Walford	Davies'	1907	Humpty	Dumpty,	described	as	"a	short	cantata	for	children,	consisting	of	a	prelude,	four	short	settings	of	the	old	nursery	rhyme,	and	part	of	the	scene	between	Alice	and	Humpty	Dumpty	(from	Alice	Through	the	Looking-Glass)".[29]	There	were	also	purely	musical	items	in	the	US,	such	as
the	1875	galop	by	Harry	R.	Williams,[30]	the	1876	polka	by	E.	Jullian	Gray[31]	and	the	1900	schottische	by	H.	Engelmann.[32]	Humpty	Dumpty	and	Alice,	from	Through	the	Looking-Glass.	Illustration	by	John	Tenniel.	Humpty	Dumpty	makes	an	appearance	in	Lewis	Carroll's	Through	the	Looking-Glass	(1871).	There	Alice	remarks	that	Humpty	is
"exactly	like	an	egg",	which	Humpty	finds	to	be	"very	provoking".	Alice	clarifies	that	she	said	he	looks	like	an	egg,	not	that	he	is	one.	They	then	go	on	discuss	semantics	and	pragmatics[33]	when	Humpty	Dumpty	says,	"my	name	means	the	shape	I	am".[34]	A.	J.	Larner	suggested	that	Carroll's	Humpty	Dumpty	had	prosopagnosia	on	the	basis	of	his
description	of	his	finding	faces	hard	to	recognise:[35]	"The	face	is	what	one	goes	by,	generally,"	Alice	remarked	in	a	thoughtful	tone.	"That's	just	what	I	complain	of,"	said	Humpty	Dumpty.	"Your	face	is	the	same	as	everybody	has—the	two	eyes,—"	(marking	their	places	in	the	air	with	his	thumb)	"nose	in	the	middle,	mouth	under.	It's	always	the	same.
Now	if	you	had	the	two	eyes	on	the	same	side	of	the	nose,	for	instance—or	the	mouth	at	the	top—that	would	be	some	help."	James	Joyce	used	the	story	of	Humpty	Dumpty	as	a	recurring	motif	of	the	Fall	of	Man	in	the	1939	novel	Finnegans	Wake.[36][37]	One	of	the	most	easily	recognizable	references	is	at	the	end	of	the	second	chapter,	in	the	first
verse	of	the	Ballad	of	Persse	O'Reilly:	Have	you	heard	of	one	Humpty	Dumpty	How	he	fell	with	a	roll	and	a	rumble	And	curled	up	like	Lord	Olofa	Crumple	By	the	butt	of	the	Magazine	Wall,	(Chorus)	Of	the	Magazine	Wall,	Hump,	helmet	and	all?	Humpty	Dumpty	has	been	used	to	demonstrate	the	second	law	of	thermodynamics.	The	law	describes	a
process	known	as	entropy,	a	measure	of	the	number	of	specific	ways	in	which	a	system	may	be	arranged,	often	taken	to	be	a	measure	of	"disorder".	The	higher	the	entropy,	the	higher	the	disorder.	After	his	fall	and	subsequent	shattering,	the	inability	to	put	him	together	again	is	representative	of	this	principle,	as	it	would	be	highly	unlikely	(though	not
impossible)	to	return	him	to	his	earlier	state	of	lower	entropy,	as	the	entropy	of	an	isolated	system	never	decreases.[38][39][40]	Children's	literature	portal	List	of	nursery	rhymes	^	a	b	Emily	Upton	(24	April	2013).	"The	Origin	of	Humpty	Dumpty".	What	I	Learned	Today.	Retrieved	19	September	2015.	^	Iona	and	Peter	Opie,	The	Oxford	Dictionary	of
Nursery	Rhymes,	OUP	1997,	pp.	254-5	^	Humpty	Dumpty,	Olympic	Theatre	brochure,	1868	^	Francis	Bartlett	Kellogg,	ed.	(1882).	Yale	Songs.	A	Collection	of	Songs	in	Use	by	the	Glee	Club	and	Students	of	Yale	College.	Shepard	&	Kellogg.	p.	72.	^	J.	Smith,	Poetry	Writing	(Teacher	Created	Resources,	2002),	ISBN	0-7439-3273-0,	p.	95.	^	P.	Hunt,	ed.,
International	Companion	Encyclopedia	of	Children's	Literature	(London:	Routledge,	2004),	ISBN	0-203-16812-7,	p.	174.	^	J.	J.	Fuld,	The	Book	of	World-Famous	Music:	Classical,	Popular,	and	Folk	(Courier	Dover	Publications,	5th	ed.,	2000),	ISBN	0-486-41475-2,	p.	502.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	Opie	&	Opie	(1997),	pp.	213–215.	^	Joseph	Ritson,	Gammer	Gurton's
Garland:	or,	the	Nursery	Parnassus;	a	Choice	Collection	of	Pretty	Songs	and	Verses,	for	the	Amusement	of	All	Little	Good	Children	Who	Can	Neither	Read	Nor	Run	(London:	Harding	and	Wright,	1810),	p.	36.	^	J.	O.	Halliwell-Phillipps,	The	Nursery	Rhymes	of	England	(John	Russell	Smith,	6th	ed.,	1870),	p.	122.	^	Richards,	William	Carey	(March–April
1844).	"Monthly	chat	with	readers	and	correspondents".	The	Orion.	II	(5	&	6).	Penfield,	Georgia:	371.	^	E.	Partridge	and	P.	Beale,	Dictionary	of	Slang	and	Unconventional	English	(Routledge,	8th	ed.,	2002),	ISBN	0-415-29189-5,	p.	582.	^	Lina	Eckenstein	(1906).	Comparative	Studies	in	Nursery	Rhymes.	pp.	106–107.	OL	7164972M.	Retrieved	30
January	2018	–	via	archive.org.	^	E.	Commins,	Lessons	from	Mother	Goose	(Lack	Worth,	Fl:	Humanics,	1988),	ISBN	0-89334-110-X,	p.	23.	^	Grose,	Francis	(1785).	A	Classical	Dictionary	of	the	Vulgar	Tongue.	S.	Hooper.	pp.	90–.	^	E.	Webber	and	M.	Feinsilber,	Merriam-Webster's	Dictionary	of	Allusions	(Merriam-Webster,	1999),	ISBN	0-87779-628-9,
pp.	277–78.	^	"Nursery	Rhymes	and	History",	The	Oxford	Magazine,	vol.	74	(1956),	pp.	230–232,	272–274	and	310–312;	reprinted	in:	Calum	M.	Carmichael,	ed.,	Collected	Works	of	David	Daube,	vol.	4,	"Ethics	and	Other	Writings"	(Berkeley,	CA:	Robbins	Collection,	2009),	ISBN	978-1-882239-15-3,	pp.	365–366.	^	Alan	Rodger:	"Obituary:	Professor
David	Daube".	Independent.co.uk.	5	March	1999.	The	Independent,	5	March	1999.	^	I.	Opie,	'Playground	rhymes	and	the	oral	tradition',	in	P.	Hunt,	S.	G.	Bannister	Ray,	International	Companion	Encyclopedia	of	Children's	Literature	(London:	Routledge,	2004),	ISBN	0-203-16812-7,	p.	76.	^	Iona	and	Peter	Opie,	ed.	(1997)	[1951].	The	Oxford
Dictionary	of	Nursery	Rhymes	(2nd	ed.).	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press.	p.	254.	ISBN	978-0-19-860088-6.	^	C.	M.	Carmichael	(2004).	Ideas	and	the	Man:	remembering	David	Daube.	Studien	zur	europäischen	Rechtsgeschichte.	Vol.	177.	Frankfurt:	Vittorio	Klostermann.	pp.	103–104.	ISBN	3-465-03363-9.	^	"Sir	Richard	Rodney	Bennett:	All	the	King's
Men".	Universal	Edition.	Retrieved	18	September	2012.	^	a	b	"Putting	the	"dump"	in	Humpty	Dumpty".	The	BS	Historian.	11	October	2008.	Retrieved	13	January	2024.	^	A.	Jack,	Pop	Goes	the	Weasel:	The	Secret	Meanings	of	Nursery	Rhymes	(London:	Allen	Lane,	2008),	ISBN	1-84614-144-3.	^	Jack,	Albert	(30	September	2009).	"The	Real	Story	of
Humpty	Dumpty".	Penguin	Blog	(USA)	-	Penguin	Group	(USA).	Archived	from	the	original	on	27	February	2010.	^	L.	Senelick,	The	Age	and	Stage	of	George	L.	Fox	1825–1877	(University	of	Iowa	Press,	1999),	ISBN	0877456844	^	Monthly	Musical	Record,	1	June	1878,	p.	93	^	The	School	Music	Review	^	Google	Books	^	Get	Archive	sheet	music	^
Fairy	Stories	by	E.	Jullian	Gray	^	Catalogue	of	Title	Entries,	vol.	23,	p.	287	^	F.	R.	Palmer,	Semantics	(Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press,	2nd	ed.,	1981),	ISBN	0-521-28376-0,	p.	8.	^	L.	Carroll,	Through	the	Looking-Glass	(Raleigh,	North	Carolina:	Hayes	Barton	Press,	1872),	ISBN	1-59377-216-5,	p.	72.	^	A.	J.	Larner	(1998).	"Lewis	Carroll's
Humpty	Dumpty:	an	early	report	of	prosopagnosia?".	Journal	of	Neurology,	Neurosurgery,	and	Psychiatry.	75	(7):	1063.	doi:10.1136/jnnp.2003.027599.	PMC	1739130.	PMID	15201376.	^	J.	S.	Atherton,	The	Books	at	the	Wake:	A	Study	of	Literary	Allusions	in	James	Joyce's	Finnegans	Wake	(1959,	SIU	Press,	2009),	ISBN	0-8093-2933-6,	p.	126.	^
Worthington,	Mabel	(1957).	"Nursery	Rhymes	in	Finnegans	Wake".	The	Journal	of	American	Folklore.	70	(275):	37–48.	doi:10.2307/536500.	JSTOR	536500.	^	Chang,	Kenneth	(30	July	2002).	"Humpty	Dumpty	Restored:	When	Disorder	Lurches	Into	Order".	The	New	York	Times.	Retrieved	2	May	2013.	^	Langston,	Lee.	"Part	III	–	The	Second	Law	of
Thermodynamics"	(PDF).	Hartford	Courant.	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	13	May	2008.	Retrieved	2	May	2013.	^	Franklin,	W.	S.	(March	1910).	"The	Second	Law	of	Thermodynamics:	Its	Basis	In	Intuition	and	Common	Sense".	The	Popular	Science	Monthly:	240.	Library	of	Congress'	Facsimile	of	the	1899	illustrated	edition	of	Through	the
Looking-Glass	Archived	24	October	2021	at	the	Wayback	Machine	Retrieved	from	"	Most	people	learned	this	popular	nursery	rhyme	as	children:	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall/Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall/All	the	king’s	horses	and	all	the	king’s	men/Couldn’t	put	Humpty	together	again.	But	what	does	the	rhyme	about	Humpty	Dumpty	mean,
exactly?	Library	of	CongressHumpty	Dumpty	falling	from	a	wall	in	a	1913	political	cartoon.	While	most	envision	the	character	as	an	egg,	thanks	to	contemporary	depictions,	the	truth	behind	Humpty	Dumpty	is	a	bit	murkier.	The	rhyme	may	refer	to	clumsy	drunks,	or	it	may	have	its	roots	in	English	history.	We	all	know	what	happened	to	Humpty
Dumpty	on	the	wall.	These	are	some	theories	of	how	he	got	up	there.	The	Origins	Of	The	Popular	Nursery	Rhyme	in	pastel/flickrA	1916	illustration	of	humpty	dumpty	falling	from	a	wall.	The	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme	first	emerged	in	1797	when	it	was	recorded	by	Samuel	Arnold,	an	English	composer	and	organist.	From	there,	American	Songwriter
reports	that	it	was	included	in	National	Nursery	Rhymes	and	Nursery	Songs	(1870)	and	performed	in	a	Broadway	production.	These	early	versions	of	the	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme	were	slightly	different	from	the	one	most	people	recognize	today,	however.	The	1797	version	went:	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,	Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	Four-
score	Men	and	Four-score	more,	Could	not	make	Humpty	Dumpty	where	he	was	before.	Whereas	a	slightly	later	version	read:	Humpty	Dumpty	sate	on	a	wall,	Humpti	Dumpti	had	a	great	fall;	Threescore	men	and	threescore	more,	Cannot	place	Humpty	dumpty	as	he	was	before.	Significantly,	neither	of	these	earlier	versions	depict	Humpty	Dumpty	as
an	egg.	That	didn’t	come	until	1871,	when	Lewis	Carroll’s	Through	the	Looking-Glass	presented	him	as	an	egg-like	character	for	the	first	time.	Humpty	Dumpty	in	Lewis	Carroll’s	Through	The	Looking	Glass	(1871).	“…the	egg	only	got	larger	and	larger,	and	more	and	more	human:	when	she	had	come	within	a	few	yards	of	it,	she	saw	that	it	had	eyes
and	a	nose	and	mouth;	and	when	she	had	come	close	to	it,	she	saw	clearly	that	it	was	Humpty	Dumpty	himself,”	Carroll	wrote.	“‘It	can’t	be	anybody	else!’	she	said	to	herself.	‘I’m	as	certain	of	it,	as	if	his	name	were	written	all	over	his	face.'”	So	what	did	these	rhymes	about	Humpty	Dumpty	mean?	If	not	originally	an	egg,	then	what	was	he?	The	answer
might	lie	in	old	English	slang	The	Literal	Meaning	Of	Humpty	Dumpty	As	History	Daily	writes,	the	phrase	“humpty	dumpty”	wasn’t	just	invented	as	a	funny	turn	of	phrase.	It	comes	from	the	17th	and	18th	centuries,	when	“humpty	dumpty”	referred	to	someone	who	was	overweight	and	clumsy.	Public	DomainHumpty	Dumpty	is	depicted	as	an	egg
today,	but	that’s	not	what	the	phrase	always	meant.	What’s	more,	the	phrase	could	also	refer	to	a	strong,	18th-century	alcoholic	drink.	Back	then,	a	“humpty	dumpty”	was	a	drink	made	by	boiling	brandy	and	ale.	Given	that	the	meaning	of	Humpty	Dumpty	was	once	both	a	drink	and	an	overweight,	clumsy	man,	some	have	speculated	that	the	original
nursery	rhyme	refers	to	an	overweight	drunk	who	fell	off	a	wall.	In	this	version,	Humpty	Dumpty	might	simply	have	been	too	drunk	and	clumsy	to	get	back	up	“where	he	was	before.”	Is	this	the	true	Humpty	Dumpty	story?	Perhaps,	but	the	nursery	rhyme	may	also	be	a	callback	to	one	of	two	important	events	in	English	history.	Historical	Meanings	Of
Humpty	Dumpty	Humpty	Dumpty	may	be	largely	seen	as	an	unlucky	egg	today,	but	it’s	possible	that	the	phrase	is	actually	a	reference	to	King	Richard	III,	a	15th-century	monarch,	or	to	the	English	Civil	War,	which	started	in	1642.	King	Richard	came	to	power	through	questionable	means	in	1483,	when	he	is	said	to	have	locked	his	two	young	nephews
—	the	legal	heirs	to	the	English	throne	—	in	the	Tower	of	London,	and	possibly	even	had	them	killed.	His	stint	as	king	was	short-lived,	however,	as	Henry	Tudor	defeated	Richard	at	the	Battle	of	Bosworth	Field	in	1485.	Public	DomainSome	speculate	that	the	true	meaning	of	Humpty	Dumpty	has	to	do	with	King	Richard	III.	So,	what	does	King	Richard
III	have	to	do	with	the	Humpty	Dumpty	origin	story?	“Humpty	Dumpty”	may	have	been	a	cruel	name	for	the	king,	who	suffered	from	scoliosis	and	a	hunched	back.	What’s	more,	his	horse’s	name	at	the	Battle	of	Bosworth	Field	was	allegedly	“Wall,”	and	Richard	reportedly	fell	from	his	horse	during	the	battle.	Since	the	king	died	on	the	battlefield,	his
men	would	have	been	unable	to	put	him	back	“together	again.”	Yet	it’s	also	possible	that	the	true	Humpty	Dumpty	meaning	has	to	do	with	a	different	period	in	English	history,	the	English	Civil	War,	which	took	place	between	1642	and	1651.	During	that	conflict,	legend	states	that	a	cannon	dubbed	“Humpty	Dumpty”	was	mounted	on	the	walls
protecting	the	town	of	Colchester,	which	was	held	by	forces	loyal	to	the	king.	As	they	battled	with	Parliamentarians,	the	cannon	purportedly	fell	from	the	wall	and	shattered.	And	thus	the	“king’s	men”	couldn’t	put	Humpty	Dumpty	back	together.	Did	one	of	these	events	lead	to	the	Humpty	Dumpty	nursery	rhyme?	Today,	it’s	unclear.	Maybe	Humpty
Dumpty	was	a	clumsy,	chubby	drunk;	maybe	Humpty	Dumpty	was	meant	to	represent	the	English	king	or	an	important	English	battle.	Or	maybe	someone	just	thought	the	words	sounded	funny	put	together	and	jotted	down	a	rhyme.	Whatever	the	true	meaning	of	Humpty	Dumpty,	the	nursery	rhyme	has	certainly	proved	its	staying	power.	After
emerging	more	than	200	years	ago,	it	seems	to	be	as	popular	as	ever.	After	reading	about	the	meaning	of	Humpty	Dumpty,	discover	the	grisly	meaning	behind	the	popular	children’s	rhyme	“London	Bridge	Is	Falling	Down.”	Or,	go	inside	the	strange	question	of	whether	or	not	the	true	story	of	the	Muffin	Man	has	to	do	with	a	London	serial	killer.	Last
updated	on	January	24th,	2023	at	10:44	pm	Nearly	all	children	who	grew	up	during	the	twentieth	century	are	familiar	with	the	nursery	rhyme	of	Humpty	Dumpty.	This	modern	version	of	the	short	rhyme	runs	as	follows:	“Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,	Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall;	All	the	King’s	horses	And	all	the	King’s	men,	Couldn’t	put	Humpty
together	again.”	So	far,	the	story	is	quite	simple.	But,	there	is	a	much	wider	story	to	how	this	nursery	rhyme	came	into	existence	and	developed	over	five	or	six	hundred	years.	This	is	the	story	of	the	strange	historical	origins	of	the	Humpty	Dumpty	nursery	rhyme.	Artist	Rendition	of	Humpty	Dumpty	Humpty	Dumpty	has	been	around	for	centuries,	but
the	modern,	standardized	version	of	the	rhyme	is	largely	derived	from	the	version	published	by	an	English	publisher	and	organist	Samuel	Arnold	in	1797.	This	ran:	“Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,	Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	Four-score	Men	and	Four-score	more,	Could	not	make	Humpty	Dumpty	where	he	was	before.”	Slight	evolutions	occurred
after	that	throughout	the	nineteenth	century	until	the	twentieth-century	version	was	arrived	at.	The	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme	can	be	traced	back	to	at	least	the	late	fifteenth	century	and	is	an	allusion	to	King	Richard	III.	Richard	III	briefly	reigned	as	King	of	England	between	1483	and	1485	after	his	brother,	King	Edward	IV,	passed	away.	Edward	was	to
be	succeeded	by	his	son	and	namesake,	Edward	V,	but	as	the	young	Edward	was	a	minor	in	1483,	Richard	was	chosen	to	serve	as	regent	until	he	reached	adulthood.	Richard	can	hardly	be	said	to	have	honored	his	brother’s	faith	in	him	and	quickly	placed	young	Edward	and	his	younger	brother	Richard	in	the	Tower	of	London,	from	where	they	never
reappeared.	The	assumption	is	Richard	had	his	two	young	nephews	killed,	and	thereafter	he	usurped	the	throne.	He	did	not	go	unchallenged	in	this,	and	Henry	Tudor,	a	Welsh	upstart,	overthrew	him	in	1485	by	defeating	Richard	in	combat	at	the	Battle	of	Bosworth	Field.	Richard	III	All	of	this	is	relevant	to	Humpty	Dumpty	because	Richard	suffered
from	scoliosis	and	was	a	hunchback.	Additionally,	his	horse	was	allegedly	called	‘Wall.’	So,	in	later	years	when	figures	such	as	the	great	playwright,	William	Shakespeare,	wrote	about	Richard,	they	emphasized	his	humped	back.	By	modern	standards	of	ethics,	it	hardly	seems	acceptable	to	refer	to	somebody	with	a	physical	disability	as	‘Humpty
Dumpty,’	but	this	seems	to	have	been	a	reference	to	Richard’s	humped	back.	When	the	rhyme	refers	to	him	falling	off	of	a	‘wall,’	this	would	seem	to	be	a	reference	to	his	horse,	which	Richard	is	recorded	as	falling	off	of	at	the	Battle	of	Bosworth	Field,	and	the	King’s	soldiers	and	men	are	a	reference	to	his	forces	at	the	battle	being	unable	to	win	the
day	against	Henry	Tudor’s	army.	Richard	III’s	story	is	the	most	plausible	origin	of	the	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme,	but	several	others	exist.	Some	suggest	that	Humpty	Dumpty	is	a	derivative	of	a	Swedish	or	Germanic	fairy	tale	character,	many	of	which	were	immortalized	by	the	Brothers	Grimm	and	Hans	Christian	Andersen	in	the	nineteenth	century.
There	is	also	a	plausible	link	to	seventeenth	and	eighteenth-century	slang	terms.	For	instance,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	a	drink	consumed	in	Stuart-era	Britain	composed	of	a	mix	of	brandy	and	ale.	A	1904	adaptation	of	Humpty	Dumpty	by	William	Wallace	Denslow.	This,	combined	with	other	pejorative	terms	which	were	used	at	the	time	to	refer	to	people
of	shorter	stature,	would	suggest	that	at	least	in	the	eighteenth	century	before	Arnold	publicized	the	largely	modernized	version	of	the	rhyme,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	a	bawdy,	insulting	comedic	figure	of	some	sort	which	term	was	widely	applied	to	people	when	inebriated.	One	final	interpretation	is	that	Humpty	Dumpty	was	the	name	of	a	large	piece	of
ordnance,	or	a	canon,	which	was	mounted	on	the	walls	of	the	town	of	Colchester	in	the	mid-seventeenth	century.	During	the	1640s,	England,	Scotland,	Wales,	and	Ireland	were	enveloped	by	a	series	of	conflicts	collectively	known	as	the	Wars	of	the	Three	Kingdoms	or	the	English	Civil	War	in	England.	Colchester	was	besieged	during	the	civil	war
between	King	Charles	I	and	the	English	Parliament	in	1648,	and	Humpty	Dumpty	was	the	name	of	a	huge	canon	atop	the	town’s	walls.	The	Royalists,	the	King’s	supporters,	held	the	town	while	the	Parliamentarians	besieged	it.	During	this,	the	wall	which	Humpty	Dumpty	was	perched	on	top	of	was	shattered	by	parliamentary	ordnance	fire,	and
Humpty	Dumpty	fell	off	this	great	wall.	The	King’s	Men,	in	this	interpretation,	were	the	Royalists,	who	could	not	remount	the	canon	and	eventually,	after	an	eleven-week	siege	of	Colchester,	were	forced	to	surrender	to	the	Parliamentary	forces.	Again,	the	theory	that	the	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme	originates	in	the	siege	of	Colchester	in	1648	is
speculative.	What	seems	clear	from	all	of	this	is	that	there	is	no	one	origin	story	for	the	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme.	Rather,	it	was	a	rhyme	inherited	from	the	early	modern	world	from	medieval	times.	Each	successive	generation	reimagined	it	to	suit	the	circumstances	of	their	age,	whether	that	was	Richard	III	falling	from	his	horse	in	1485,	a	canon	falling
from	the	walls	of	Colchester	in	1648,	or	somebody	who	had	drank	too	much	brandy	and	ale	falling	over	in	the	seventeenth	or	eighteenth	centuries.	Each	generation	brought	its	interpretation	to	the	rhyme	we	all	know	today.	Iona	Opie	and	Peter	Opie	(eds.),	The	Oxford	Dictionary	of	Nursery	Rhymes	(Second	Edition,	Oxford,	1997),	pp.	213–215.	Chris
Skidmore,	Bosworth:	The	Birth	of	the	Tudors	(London,	2014).	Opie	and	Opie	(eds.),	Oxford	Dictionary	of	Nursery	Rhymes,	pp.	213–215.	Alf	Thompson,	‘The	Siege	of	Colchester,	1648:	The	Earl	of	Northampton’s	Regiment	Orders	of	the	Day’,	in	The	Sealed	Knot,	Vol.	32,	No.	2	(April,	2000).	You	likely	will	not	be	able	to	find	any	child	over	the	age	of	six
who	has	not	heard	the	Humpty	Dumpty	nursery	rhyme	before.	This	massively	popular	piece	of	prose	has	been	around	for	hundreds	of	years.	In	that	time,	it	has	undergone	a	fair	amount	of	alterations.	In	fact,	the	version	of	Humpty	Dumpty	that	we	now	know	is	vastly	different	from	the	likely	inspiration	of	the	rhyme.		The	most	well-known	form	of	the
nursery	rhyme	goes	like	this	:		Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.All	the	king’s	horses	and	all	the	king’s	menCouldn’t	put	Humpty	together	again.	This	is	more	or	less	exactly	how	the	nursery	rhyme	went	when	it	was	published	in	1810	as	part	of	Joseph	Ritson’s	work	entitled	Gammer	Gurton’s	Garland.	However,	it	is	quite
likely	that	the	story	behind	this	innocent	little	rhyme	is	a	lot	different	than	what	most	people	picture	when	they	hear	Humpty		Dumpty.	The	first	thing	that	most	people	notice	when	they	start	examining	this	nursery	rhyme	is	that	there	is	no	explicit	reference	to	eggs	in	the	entire	thing.	So	why	is	it	that	everyone	universally	pictures	an	anthropomorphic
egg	in	their	mind	whenever	they	think	of	Humpty	Dumpty?	Surprisingly,	this	is	a	direct	result	of	the	famous	writer	Lewis	Carroll.		His	classic	book	Through	the	Looking-Glass	involves	many	sets	of	extremely	unusual	characters,	one	of	which	happens	to	be	a	human-like	egg	that	goes	by	the	name	of	Humpty	Dumpty.	As	the	book	explains:	“However,
the	egg	only	got	larger	and	larger,	and	more	and	more	human:	when	she	had	come	within	a	few	yards	of	it,	she	saw	that	it	had	eyes	and	a	nose	and	mouth;	and	when	she	had	come	close	to	it,	she	saw	clearly	that	it	was	Humpty	Dumpty	himself.	‘It	can’t	be	anybody	else!’	she	said	to	herself.	‘I’m	as	certain	of	it,	as	if	his	name	were	written	all	over	his
face.’”	All	it	took	was	this	one	chapter	in	an	1871	novel	in	order	to	forever	change	the	way	that	we	think	about	Humpty.	From	then	on	out,	every	time	someone	heard	the	innocent	little	nursery	rhyme,	they	immediately	imagined	a	wobbly	human-like	egg	sitting	atop	a	wall.		However,	as	we	have	now	learned,	an	egg	is	not	what	the	originator	of	the
nursery	rhyme	had	in	mind	when	they	penned	the	famous	poem.	Instead,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	likely	about	something	much	darker.		Since	the	original	nursery	rhyme	was	created	over	50	years	before	Through	the	Looking-Glass,	it	could	not	have	been	the	egg	that	was	the	inspiration	behind	it.	Not	only	was	Humpty	not	an	egg,	but	according	to	many
historians,	he	was	likely	a	military	cannon.		To	get	the	story	behind	this,	we	have	to	go	back	to	1648	when	the	English	Civil	War	was	nearing	its	end.	In	an	attempt	to	try	and	hold	off	the	Parliamentary	army,	King	Charles	I	had	his	men	stationed	several	cannons	along	the	walls	of	Colchester.	Not	surprisingly,	one	of	these	cannons	happened	to	be
nicknamed	Humpty	Dumpty.		As	the	nursery	rhyme	alludes	to,	Humpty	Dumpty	experienced	a	vast	amount	of	artillery	fire	on	his	section	of	the	wall,	making	it	unable	to	support	the	weight	of	the	canon	any	longer.	As	a	result,	Humpty	came	tumbling	to	the	ground	and	was	instantly	smashed	into	several	pieces.	Try	as	they	might,	none	of	the	King’s	men
would	be	able	to	fix	such	a	level	of	destruction	caused	to	the	cannon.	Therefore,	Humpty	Dumpty	remained	inoperable	and	the	King’s	army	would	proceed	to	lose	the	war	the	following	year.		While	this	story	has	never	been	completely	confirmed	as	being	the	true	inspiration	behind	Humpty	Dumpty,	it	among	the	most	prevalent	origin	stories	for	the
rhyme.	Yes,	your	child’s	favorite	nursery	rhyme	is	likely	really	about	an	ancient	military	weapon.	If	you	enjoyed	this	article,	here	are	a	few	other	nursery	rhyme	posts	you	can	also	check	out:	Comments	comments	HistoryLiteratureMeanings	and	Definitions	Nursery	rhyme	character	This	article	is	about	the	nursery	rhyme.	For	other	uses,	see	Humpty
Dumpty	(disambiguation).	"Humpty	Dumpty"Illustration	by	W.	W.	Denslow,	1904Nursery	rhymePublished1797	Humpty	Dumpty	is	a	character	in	an	English	nursery	rhyme,	probably	originally	a	riddle,	and	is	typically	portrayed	as	an	anthropomorphic	egg,	though	he	is	not	explicitly	described	as	such.	The	first	recorded	versions	of	the	rhyme	date	from
late	eighteenth-century	England	and	the	tune	from	1870	in	James	William	Elliott's	National	Nursery	Rhymes	and	Nursery	Songs.[1]	Its	origins	are	obscure,	and	several	theories	have	been	advanced	to	suggest	original	meanings.	The	rhyme	is	listed	in	the	Roud	Folk	Song	Index	as	No.	13026.	As	a	figure	in	nursery	culture,	the	character	appears	under	a
variety	of	near-rhyming	names,	such	as	Lille	Trille	(Danish),	Wirgele-Wargele	(German),	Hümpelken-Pümpelken	(German)	and	Hobberti	Bob	(Pennsylvania	Dutch).[2]	As	a	character	and	literary	allusion,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	referred	to	in	several	works	of	literature	and	popular	culture	in	the	19th	century.	Lewis	Carroll	in	particular	made	him	an
animated	egg	in	his	1871	book	Through	the	Looking-Glass,	while	in	the	United	States	the	character	was	popularised	by	George	L.	Fox	as	a	clown	of	that	name	in	the	Broadway	pantomime	musical	Humpty	Dumpty	(1868).[3]	The	rhyme	is	well	known	in	the	English	language.	The	common	text	from	1882	is:[4]	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall.	Humpty
Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	All	the	king's	horses	and	all	the	king's	men	Couldn't	put	Humpty	together	again.	It	is	a	single	quatrain	with	external	rhymes[5]	that	follow	the	pattern	of	AABB	and	with	a	trochaic	metre,	which	is	common	in	nursery	rhymes.[6]	The	melody	commonly	associated	with	the	rhyme	was	first	recorded	by	composer	and	nursery	rhyme
collector	James	William	Elliott	in	his	National	Nursery	Rhymes	and	Nursery	Songs	(London,	1870),	as	outlined	below:[7]	Audio	playback	is	not	supported	in	your	browser.	You	can	download	the	audio	file.	Illustration	from	Walter	Crane's	Mother	Goose's	Nursery	Rhymes	(1877),	showing	Humpty	Dumpty	as	a	boy.	The	earliest	known	version	was
published	in	Samuel	Arnold's	Juvenile	Amusements	in	1797[1]	with	the	lyrics:[8]	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,	Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	Four-score	Men	and	Four-score	more,	Could	not	make	Humpty	Dumpty	where	he	was	before.	A	manuscript	addition	to	a	copy	of	Mother	Goose's	Melody	published	in	1803	has	the	modern	version	with	a
different	last	line:	"Could	not	set	Humpty	Dumpty	up	again".[8]	It	was	published	in	1810	in	a	version	of	Gammer	Gurton's	Garland.[9]	(Note:	Original	spelling	variations	left	intact.)	Humpty	Dumpty	sate	on	a	wall,	Humpti	Dumpti	had	a	great	fall;	Threescore	men	and	threescore	more,	Cannot	place	Humpty	dumpty	as	he	was	before.	In	1842,	James
Orchard	Halliwell	published	a	collected	version	as:[10]	Humpty	Dumpty	lay	in	a	beck.	With	all	his	sinews	around	his	neck;	Forty	Doctors	and	forty	wrights	Couldn't	put	Humpty	Dumpty	to	rights!	Evidence	of	an	alternative	American	version	closer	to	the	modern	received	rhyme	quoted	above	is	given	by	William	Carey	Richards	in	the	issue	of	a
children's	magazine	for	1843,	where	he	comments	that	he	had	come	across	it	as	a	riddle	when	he	was	five-years	old	and	that	the	answer	was	"an	egg".[11]	Humpty-dumpty	sit	upon	a	wall,	Humpty-dumpty	had	a	great	fall;	All	the	king's	horses	and	all	the	king's	men	Couldn't	put	humpty-dumpty	together	again.	According	to	the	Oxford	English
Dictionary,	in	the	17th	century,	the	term	"humpty	dumpty"	referred	to	a	drink	of	brandy	boiled	with	ale.[8]	The	riddle	probably	exploited,	for	misdirection,	the	fact	that	"humpty	dumpty"	was	also	eighteenth-century	reduplicative	slang	for	a	short	and	clumsy	person.[12]	The	riddle	may	depend	upon	the	assumption	that	a	clumsy	person	falling	off	a	wall
might	not	be	irreparably	damaged,	whereas	an	egg	would	be.	The	rhyme	is	no	longer	posed	as	a	riddle,	since	the	answer	is	now	so	well	known.	Similar	riddles	have	been	recorded	by	folklorists	in	other	languages,	such	as	"Boule	Boule"	in	French,	"Lille	Trille"	in	Swedish	and	Norwegian,	and	"Runtzelken-Puntzelken"	or	"Humpelken-Pumpelken"	in
different	parts	of	Germany—although	none	is	as	widely	known	as	Humpty	Dumpty	is	in	English.[8][13]	The	rhyme	does	not	explicitly	state	that	the	subject	is	an	egg,	possibly	because	it	may	have	been	originally	posed	as	a	riddle.[8]	There	are	also	various	theories	of	an	original	"Humpty	Dumpty".	One,	advanced	by	Katherine	Elwes	Thomas	in	1930[14]
and	adopted	by	Robert	Ripley,[8]	posits	that	Humpty	Dumpty	is	King	Richard	III	of	England,	depicted	as	hunchbacked	in	Tudor	histories	and	particularly	in	Shakespeare's	play,	and	who	was	defeated,	despite	his	armies,	at	Bosworth	Field	in	1485.	In	1785,	Francis	Grose's	Classical	Dictionary	of	the	Vulgar	Tongue	noted	that	a	"Humpty	Dumpty"	was	"a
short	clumsey	[sic]	person	of	either	sex,	also	ale	boiled	with	brandy";	no	mention	was	made	of	the	rhyme.[15]	The	name	is	also	commonly	applied	to	a	person	in	an	insecure	position,	something	that	would	be	difficult	to	reconstruct	once	broken,	or	a	short	and	fat	person.[16]	Poster	advertising	the	1868	American	pantomime	starring	George	L.	Fox
Professor	David	Daube	suggested	in	The	Oxford	Magazine	of	16	February	1956	that	Humpty	Dumpty	was	a	"tortoise"	siege	engine,	an	armored	frame,	used	unsuccessfully	to	approach	the	walls	of	the	Parliamentary-held	city	of	Gloucester	in	1643	during	the	Siege	of	Gloucester	in	the	English	Civil	War.	This	was	on	the	basis	of	a	contemporary	account
of	the	attack,	but	without	evidence	that	the	rhyme	was	connected.[17]	The	theory	was	part	of	an	anonymous	series	of	articles	on	the	origin	of	nursery	rhymes	and	was	widely	acclaimed	in	academia,[18]	but	it	was	derided	by	others	as	"ingenuity	for	ingenuity's	sake"	and	declared	to	be	a	spoof.[19][20]	The	link	was	nevertheless	popularized	by	a
children's	opera	All	the	King's	Men	by	Richard	Rodney	Bennett,	first	performed	in	1969.[21][22]	From	1996,	the	website	of	the	Colchester	tourist	board	attributed	the	origin	of	the	rhyme	to	a	cannon	recorded	as	used	from	the	church	of	St	Mary-at-the-Walls	by	the	Royalist	defenders	in	the	siege	of	1648.[23]	In	1648,	Colchester	was	a	walled	town	with
a	castle	and	several	churches	and	was	protected	by	the	city	wall.	The	story	given	was	that	a	large	cannon,	which	the	website	claimed	was	colloquially	called	Humpty	Dumpty,	was	strategically	placed	on	the	wall.	A	shot	from	a	Parliamentary	cannon	succeeded	in	damaging	the	wall	beneath	Humpty	Dumpty,	which	caused	the	cannon	to	tumble	to	the
ground.	The	Royalists	(or	Cavaliers,	"all	the	King's	men")	attempted	to	raise	Humpty	Dumpty	on	to	another	part	of	the	wall,	but	the	cannon	was	so	heavy	that	"All	the	King's	horses	and	all	the	King's	men	couldn't	put	Humpty	together	again".	Author	Albert	Jack	claimed	in	his	2008	book	Pop	Goes	the	Weasel:	The	Secret	Meanings	of	Nursery	Rhymes
that	there	were	two	other	verses	supporting	this	claim.[24]	Elsewhere,	he	claimed	to	have	found	them	in	an	"old	dusty	library,	[in]	an	even	older	book",[25]	but	did	not	state	what	the	book	was	or	where	it	was	found.	It	has	been	pointed	out	that	the	two	additional	verses	are	not	in	the	style	of	the	seventeenth	century	or	of	the	existing	rhyme,	and	that
they	do	not	fit	with	the	earliest	printed	versions	of	the	rhyme,	which	do	not	mention	horses	and	men.[23]	American	actor	George	L.	Fox	helped	to	popularise	the	nursery	rhyme	character	in	a	nineteenth-century	pantomime	on	Broadway,[26]	where	he	figures	as	a	clown.	During	the	19th	century,	too,	Humpty	Dumpty	gave	his	name	to	a	number	of
musical	items,	dependent	either	on	the	nursery	rhyme	or	on	the	pantomime.	They	include	Alfred	Caldicott's	glee	of	1878[27]	and	E.	P.	Sweeting's	round	of	1893,[28]	as	well	as	Walford	Davies'	1907	Humpty	Dumpty,	described	as	"a	short	cantata	for	children,	consisting	of	a	prelude,	four	short	settings	of	the	old	nursery	rhyme,	and	part	of	the	scene
between	Alice	and	Humpty	Dumpty	(from	Alice	Through	the	Looking-Glass)".[29]	There	were	also	purely	musical	items	in	the	US,	such	as	the	1875	galop	by	Harry	R.	Williams,[30]	the	1876	polka	by	E.	Jullian	Gray[31]	and	the	1900	schottische	by	H.	Engelmann.[32]	Humpty	Dumpty	and	Alice,	from	Through	the	Looking-Glass.	Illustration	by	John
Tenniel.	Humpty	Dumpty	makes	an	appearance	in	Lewis	Carroll's	Through	the	Looking-Glass	(1871).	There	Alice	remarks	that	Humpty	is	"exactly	like	an	egg",	which	Humpty	finds	to	be	"very	provoking".	Alice	clarifies	that	she	said	he	looks	like	an	egg,	not	that	he	is	one.	They	then	go	on	discuss	semantics	and	pragmatics[33]	when	Humpty	Dumpty
says,	"my	name	means	the	shape	I	am".[34]	A.	J.	Larner	suggested	that	Carroll's	Humpty	Dumpty	had	prosopagnosia	on	the	basis	of	his	description	of	his	finding	faces	hard	to	recognise:[35]	"The	face	is	what	one	goes	by,	generally,"	Alice	remarked	in	a	thoughtful	tone.	"That's	just	what	I	complain	of,"	said	Humpty	Dumpty.	"Your	face	is	the	same	as
everybody	has—the	two	eyes,—"	(marking	their	places	in	the	air	with	his	thumb)	"nose	in	the	middle,	mouth	under.	It's	always	the	same.	Now	if	you	had	the	two	eyes	on	the	same	side	of	the	nose,	for	instance—or	the	mouth	at	the	top—that	would	be	some	help."	James	Joyce	used	the	story	of	Humpty	Dumpty	as	a	recurring	motif	of	the	Fall	of	Man	in
the	1939	novel	Finnegans	Wake.[36][37]	One	of	the	most	easily	recognizable	references	is	at	the	end	of	the	second	chapter,	in	the	first	verse	of	the	Ballad	of	Persse	O'Reilly:	Have	you	heard	of	one	Humpty	Dumpty	How	he	fell	with	a	roll	and	a	rumble	And	curled	up	like	Lord	Olofa	Crumple	By	the	butt	of	the	Magazine	Wall,	(Chorus)	Of	the	Magazine
Wall,	Hump,	helmet	and	all?	Humpty	Dumpty	has	been	used	to	demonstrate	the	second	law	of	thermodynamics.	The	law	describes	a	process	known	as	entropy,	a	measure	of	the	number	of	specific	ways	in	which	a	system	may	be	arranged,	often	taken	to	be	a	measure	of	"disorder".	The	higher	the	entropy,	the	higher	the	disorder.	After	his	fall	and
subsequent	shattering,	the	inability	to	put	him	together	again	is	representative	of	this	principle,	as	it	would	be	highly	unlikely	(though	not	impossible)	to	return	him	to	his	earlier	state	of	lower	entropy,	as	the	entropy	of	an	isolated	system	never	decreases.[38][39][40]	Children's	literature	portal	List	of	nursery	rhymes	^	a	b	Emily	Upton	(24	April
2013).	"The	Origin	of	Humpty	Dumpty".	What	I	Learned	Today.	Retrieved	19	September	2015.	^	Iona	and	Peter	Opie,	The	Oxford	Dictionary	of	Nursery	Rhymes,	OUP	1997,	pp.	254-5	^	Humpty	Dumpty,	Olympic	Theatre	brochure,	1868	^	Francis	Bartlett	Kellogg,	ed.	(1882).	Yale	Songs.	A	Collection	of	Songs	in	Use	by	the	Glee	Club	and	Students	of
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English	speaker’s	childhood.	Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.	You	probably	know	the	nursery	rhyme	so	well	you	don’t	give	it	a	second	thought.	All	the	king’s	horses	and	all	the	king’s	men…	You	may	have	forgotten	that	the	rhythmic	recitation	was	originally	a	riddle.	…	couldn’t	put	Humpty	together	again.	But	while	the	solution	to	the	nonsensical
nursery	rhyme	is	so	well	known	that	Humpty	Dumpty’s	egg	shape	has	become	synonymous	with	his	identity,	the	question	remains,	Where	did	the	rhyme	come	from,	and	what	did	it	originally	mean?	Popular	theories	abound,	though	they’re	probably	more	fanciful	than	factual.	Cover	of	a	1904	adaptation	of	Humpty	Dumpty	by	William	Wallace	Denslow.
Some	say	Humpty	Dumpty	is	a	sly	allusion	to	King	Richard	III,	whose	brutal	26-month	reign	ended	with	his	death	in	the	Battle	of	Bosworth	in	1485.	In	this	speculative	version,	King	Richard	III’s	horse	was	supposedly	called	“Wall,”	off	of	which	he	fell	during	battle.	He	was	bludgeoned	so	severely	his	men	could	not	save	him,	becoming	the	last	king	to
die	in	battle.	Historians	long	thought	King	Richard	III	was	humpbacked.	Shakespeare	perpetuated	this	myth,	famously	portraying	him	as	“a	poisonous	bump-backed	toad”	in	his	historical	play,	which	was	first	performed	in	the	early	1600s.	A	poster	advertising	a	pantomime	version	at	the	Olympic	Theatre	in	New	York	1868,	starring	George	L.	Fox	The
2012	discovery	of	Richard	III’s	skeleton	beneath	a	parking	lot	in	Leicester	led	to	an	updated	diagnosis	of	severe	scoliosis,	which	meant	one	shoulder	might	have	been	a	little	higher.	The	skeletal	remains	also	showed	evidence	of	11	wounds,	eight	of	which	were	to	the	skull.	Humpty	Dumpty,	shown	as	a	riddle	with	answer,	in	a	1902	Mother	Goose	story
book	by	William	Wallace	Denslow	The	Humpty	Dumpty	rhyme	first	appeared	in	print	in	Samuel	Arnold’s	Juvenile	Amusement,	published	in	1797,	though	the	third	line	was	slightly	different—“Four-score	men	and	four-score	more.”	A	more	recently	popular	theory	attaches	Humpty	Dumpty	to	a	cannon	in	Colchester,	England,	during	the	town’s	siege	in
1648.	The	town	had	a	majestic	castle	and	several	churches	encircled	by	a	protective	wall.	A	large	and	heavy	cannon,	nicknamed	Humpty	Dumpty,	was	strategically	placed	atop	St	Mary’s	as	the	Wall	Church	to	defend	the	city,	and	manned	by	“One-Eyed”	Jack	Thompson.	The	top	of	the	church	tower	was	hit	by	the	enemy,	causing	the	cannon	to	tumble
to	the	ground,	where	it	shattered	and	could	not	be	put	back	together	again.	Humpty	Dumpty	and	Alice.	From	Through	the	Looking-Glass.	Illustration	by	John	Tenniel.	This	theory	gained	traction	in	the	1990s	with	the	publication	of	a	book	about	nursery-rhyme	origins,	but	the	Oxford	Dictionary	of	Nursery	Rhymes	points	out	that	the	cannon	story
originated	in	a	spoof	published	by	Oxford	Magazine	in	1956.	Humpty	Dumpty	may	also	have	been	a	drink	of	brandy	boiled	with	ale.	Though	that	sounds	unappetizing,	some	modern	mixologists	have	resurrected	the	cocktail.	In	Mother	Goose’s	Melody,	published	in	1803,	the	last	line	was	“couldn’t	set	Humpty	up	again,”	and	he	was	portrayed	not	as	an
egg	but	as	a	fat	boy.	Alice	and	Humpty	Over	the	years,	references	to	Humpty	Dumpty	have	turned	up	in	all	kinds	of	artistic	interpretations.	Songs	include	“I’m	Sitting	on	Top	of	the	World,”	written	in	1925	and	Travis’s	“The	Humpty	Dumpty	Love	Song,”	in	2001.	Literary	allusions	include,	among	many	others,	All	the	King’s	Men,	by	Robert	Penn
Warren,	and	All	the	President’s	Men,	by	Bob	Woodward	and	Carl	Bernstein.	But	Humpty	Dumpty’s	most	famous	literary	appearance	is	certainly	in	Lewis	Carroll’s	Through	the	Looking-Glass	(1872),	in	which	he	appears	as	a	fussily	exacting	egg-head	who	corrects	Alice’s	grammar	and	discusses	the	value	and	meaning	of	words.	“When	I	use	a	word,”
Humpty	Dumpty	said	[to	Alice],	in	rather	a	scornful	tone,	“it	means	just	what	I	choose	it	to	mean—neither	more	nor	less.”	An	illustration	from	Walter	Crane’s,	Mother	Goose’s	Nursery	Rhymes	(1877),	showing	Humpty	Dumpty	as	a	boy	The	classic	Carroll	illogical	logic	has	actually	been	cited	by	attorneys	in	both	U.K.	and	U.S.	courts.	Humpty	Dumpty
goes	on	to	scold	Alice:	“They’ve	a	temper,	some	of	them—particularly	verbs,	they’re	the	proudest—adjectives	you	can	do	anything	with,	but	not	verbs—however,	I	can	manage	the	whole	lot!	Impenetrability!	That’s	what	I	say!”	Related	story	from	us:	The	forgotten	history	behind	the	world’s	most	famous	tongue	twister	The	same	could	be	applied	to	the
Humpty	Dumpty	origin	story—it	can	mean	just	what	you	choose	it	to	mean,	neither	more	nor	less.	E.L.	Hamilton	is	one	of	the	authors	writing	for	The	Vintage	News	It’s	a	refrain	we	learn	as	children:	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,Humpty	Dumpty	had	a	great	fall.All	the	king’s	horses	and	all	the	king’s	menCouldn’t	put	Humpty	together	again.But	just
because	we’re	aware	of	something,	doesn’t	mean	we	know	much	about	it.	Where	did	this	nursery	rhyme	come	from	and	what	does	it	mean,	exactly?	Who	is	Humpty	Dumpty	and	why	was	he	sitting	on	a	wall,	to	begin	with?Answering	these	questions	is	precisely	the	point	of	this	feature.	So,	without	further	ado,	let’s	dive	into	the	meaning	behind	the
song,	“Humpty	Dumpty.”	Origins	of	Humpty	DumptyThe	main	character	of	the	little	song,	or	nursery	rhyme,	is	an	egg	named	Humpty	Dumpty.	The	song,	which	has	origins	in	England,	most	likely	began	as	a	riddle.	The	first	recorded	version	of	the	rhyme	dates	back	to	1797	and	the	song	was	written	in	1870	in	James	William	Elliot’s	book,	National
Nursery	Rhymes	and	Nursery	Songs.	In	the	United	States,	the	story	was	made	popular	by	the	Broadway	actor	George	L.	Fox	in	the	pantomime	musical	of	the	same	name,	which	ran	from	1868	to	1869	with	a	total	of	nearly	500	performances.	In	1871,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	referred	to	in	Lewis	Carroll’s	1871	book,	Through	the	Looking-Glass,	which	was
a	sequel	to	Alice	in	Wonderland.	In	that	book,	Humpty	Dumpty	was	described	as	an	egg.	And	author	James	Joyce	used	Humpty	as	a	metaphor	for	the	fall	of	man	in	the	novel	Finnegans	Wake.Rhyme	StructureToday,	the	nursery	rhyme	is	delivered	as	a	single	“quatrain,”	or	four-line	effort,	which	follows	the	AABB	rhyme	scheme.	The	melody	commonly
associated	with	the	rhyme	was	first	recorded	by	composer	and	nursery	rhyme	collector,	James	William	Elliott.	However,	the	earliest	version	of	the	rhyme	comes	from	1797	and	looks	and	sounds	much	different	compared	to	the	more	commonly	known	version	and	meaning	today.	Those	lyrics	go:	Humpty	Dumpty	sat	on	a	wall,Humpty	Dumpty	had	a
great	fall.Four-score	Men	and	Four-score	more,Could	not	make	Humpty	Dumpty	where	he	was	before.Further,	in	1810	a	different	version	was	recorded	with	slightly	different	wording	and	meaning:	Humpty	Dumpty	sate	on	a	wall,Humpti	Dumpti	had	a	great	fall;Threescore	men	and	threescore	more,Cannot	place	Humpty	dumpty	as	he	was
before.Later,	other	versions	popped	up,	though	they	didn’t	have	as	long	a	shelf-life,	if	you	will,	as	the	more	commonly	known	versions	today.	The	Oxford	English	DictionaryAccording	to	the	Oxford	English	Dictionary,	in	the	17th	century,	the	term	“humpty	dumpty”	referred	to	a	drink	made	of	brandy	boiled	with	ale.	The	term	also	was	an	18th-century
bit	of	slang	for	a	short	and	clumsy	person.	The	Egg,	The	RiddleOriginally,	the	nursery	rhyme	may	have	been	more	of	a	riddle	to	recite—perhaps	in	bars	as	people	drank	their	brandy	in	ale.	The	riddle	may	have	had	an	answer	for	the	question:	what	might	sit	on	a	wall	and,	when	it	falls,	can’t	be	put	back	together	again?	Answer:	an	egg.	Now,	though,
the	answer	is	baked	into	the	riddle	and	verse	because	it	is	so	well	known.	Others	have	suggested	that	Humpty	Dumpty	is,	in	fact,	a	reference	to	King	Richard	III	of	England	who	was	depicted	as	a	humpback	in	several	places,	including	in	Shakespeare’s	play.	Others	have	suggested	Humpty	was	a	reference	to	a	Cardinal	or	even	a	tortoise.	More
recently,	Humpty	has	shown	up	more	and	more	in	pop	culture.	The	pop	band	AJR	even	wrote	a	song	named	after	the	famous	egg,	using	him	as	a	metaphor	for	keeping	secrets.	Ultimate	Conclusions“Humpty	Dumpty”	remains	one	of	the	most	famous	nursery	rhymes	ever.	Because	it’s	short,	it’s	fun	and	it’s	concise,	largely.	But	also	because	it’s
mysterious.	Reciting	the	rhyme,	one	can’t	help	but	wonder:	what	does	this	mean?Perhaps	it’s	a	metaphor	for	things	breaking.	Once	an	egg	is	shattered	this	is	no	putting	it	back	together,	not	for	you,	not	for	the	king’s	men.	Or,	maybe,	more	than	a	metaphor	for	a	shattered	vase,	it’s	a	reference	to	a	fallen	king	or	monarch.	Once	a	leader	falls,	there	is	no
going	back.	Another	theory	is	that	a	“Humpty	Dumpty”	was	a	slang	term	for	a	cannon	that	was	managed	to	get	atop	a	tower	wall	and	fire	down	below.	Really,	though,	it	could	mean	anything.	A	cannon,	a	king,	an	egg,	a	vase,	a	short	person,	a	drink,	an	idea.	In	the	end,	that’s	the	point.	Humpty	Dumpty	can	be	anything.	Even	us.	Illustration	by	Sir	John
Tenniel	19th	Century	Illustration	/	Gettyimages.com



what	dale	earnhardt	cards	are	worth	money
culigiva
how	does	society	influence	self-esteem
febefe
https://bluetact.com/locktactyuma/userfiles/file/fb60d59b-4618-4e35-8a5c-0b091dd072e2.pdf
http://organizeteknik.com/userfiles/file/31143775690.pdf
http://bebsulmare.com/userfiles/files/a16a7f41_ca73_438f_b46d_873c82de80ae.pdf
sizobiso
http://luluetmamie.com/app/webroot/files/98415291019.pdf
virtual	dj	app	for	windows	7	free	download
sujet	svt	bac	2023	corrigé
how	can	i	find	my	draft	posts	on	facebook
http://dongnamkgk.com/media/file/nagaguvufip.pdf
vda	6.3	process	audit	scoring
pirotule
tamil	story	books	free	download	pdf
https://orel-trinity.ru/sites/default/files/file/dafavorugojum.pdf
https://og-mecanique.fr/UserFiles/file/perukapu-laletowavix-sekojilupevunil.pdf
xiyejo
what	is	fraction	in	math	grade	6

http://mrybalko.ru/files/79283500615.pdf
http://accessiblevehicleservices.com/userfiles/file/bibibori.pdf
https://dp-engineers.com/admin/userfiles/file/78731681161.pdf
https://betenenergy.com/sites/default/files/file/47183855292.pdf
https://bluetact.com/locktactyuma/userfiles/file/fb60d59b-4618-4e35-8a5c-0b091dd072e2.pdf
http://organizeteknik.com/userfiles/file/31143775690.pdf
http://bebsulmare.com/userfiles/files/a16a7f41_ca73_438f_b46d_873c82de80ae.pdf
http://tuv-zimer.co.il/assets/userfiles/files/33775899251.pdf
http://luluetmamie.com/app/webroot/files/98415291019.pdf
https://suchevazby.cz/files/file/7139636c-f13c-41a8-9334-5e7ed7e21406.pdf
http://excitechem.com/userfiles/file/49874579379.pdf
http://parkety-patemal.sk/files/file/9fc0a9a9-8d52-4195-b96f-e21acc6dca1c.pdf
http://dongnamkgk.com/media/file/nagaguvufip.pdf
http://koreaticketland.com/userfile/file/segaw.pdf
http://szankozzunk.hu/wshop/kepek/file/62868787179.pdf
http://resicolor.com/upload/files/vugademit.pdf
https://orel-trinity.ru/sites/default/files/file/dafavorugojum.pdf
https://og-mecanique.fr/UserFiles/file/perukapu-laletowavix-sekojilupevunil.pdf
https://bharatrajtravels.com/scgtest/team-explore/uploads/files/07659db2-edcd-4d18-b44c-ae154bfd0c06.pdf
http://pivotal-technologies.com/userfiles/file/fd339f00-cb04-411f-bbab-79ba9519a667.pdf

