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What	disabilities	does	social	security	cover

Your	ex-spouse	is	unmarried	and	age	62	or	older.	You	may	also	call	the	SSA	at	1-800-772-1213		(TTY	1-800-325-0778)	to	make	an	appointment	to	apply	for	benefits	in	person	or	by	telephone	with	a	representative	from	your	local	Social	Security	office.	Applying	for	Social	Security	Disability	Benefits	You	can	start	your	disability	application	in	several
ways:	File	online	at	the	Social	Security	website.	Federal	tax	breaks.	You	can	apply	online	for	retirement,	spouse’s,	Medicare,	or	disability	benefits.	These	taxes	translate	into	Social	Security	“credits.”	Qualified	dependents	of	a	disabled	work	may	also	receive	benefits	even	though	they	may	not	have	worked.	October	2023.	These	impairments	are	usually
permanent	and	often	progressive,	but	some	early,	easily	treatable	infections	are	short-term.	You’re	considered	blind	if	the	vision	in	your	better	eye,	using	a	correcting	lens,	is	20/200	or	less,	or	if	your	visual	field	is	20	degrees	or	less	in	your	better	eye.6	“If	your	vision	doesn’t	meet	our	definition	of	blindness,	you	may	still	qualify	for	disability	benefits,”
the	SSA	says.	SSI	is	a	needs-based	program,	so	qualification	is	based	on	how	many	resources	you	have.	How	do	you	qualify	for	SSDI?	Our	free,	confidential	tool	can	help	you	assess	your	eligibility	for	the	Supplemental	Nutrition	Assistance	Program	(SNAP)	and	other	programs	that	can	help	pay	for	health	care,	medicine,	food	and	utilities.	Studies	show
that	a	20-year-old	worker	has	a	1-in-4	chance	of	becoming	disabled	before	reaching	full	retirement	age.	In	2021,	for	example,	you	earn	one	credit	for	each	$1,470	in	wages	or	self-employment	income.	“This	is	true	if	your	vision	problems	alone,	or	combined	with	other	health	problems,	prevent	you	from	working.”6	What	conditions	are	recognized	as	a
disability?	You	won't	usually	be	automatically	enrolled	in	SNAP	if	you're	getting	SSI,	but	you	can	get	a	SNAP	application—and	information	about	other	nutrition	assistance	programs—at	any	Social	Security	office.	Federal	law	requires	this	very	strict	definition	of	disability.	Neurocognitive	disorders	are	generally	classified	as	"mild"	or	"major"	based	on
how	severe	the	symptoms	are.	Found	on	the	internet	at	5.	If	you	have	an	extreme	limitation,	you	can't	function	in	that	area	on	your	own	for	any	meaningful	time.	The	third	largest	number	of	beneficiaries—65,317	people—had	diseases	of	the	circulatory	system.2	What	is	the	monthly	payout	amount	for	SSI	disability?	Neurocognitive	disorders	are
abnormalities	of	the	brain	that	affect	the	thought	process.	This	includes	the	ability	to	plan,	follow	instructions,	correct	mistakes,	solve	problems,	and	make	decisions.	When	you	apply	for	either	program,	we’ll	collect	medical	and	other	information	from	you	and	make	a	decision	about	whether	or	not	you	qualify	for	benefits.	Among	those	who	start
receiving	disability	benefits	at	the	age	of	55,	1-in-6	men	and	1-in-8	women	die	within	five	years	of	the	onset	of	their	disabilities.”5	How	does	the	Social	Security	Administration	define	blindness?	Your	spouse,	no	matter	how	old	they	are,	cares	for	your	child,	and	your	child	is	either	under	the	age	of	16	or	became	disabled	before	age	22.	The	limitations	in
your	RFC	are	a	reflection	of	how	severe	your	mental	symptoms	are.	Have	a	medical	condition	that	meets	Social	Security's	strict	definition	…	Whether	you	are	applying	for	Social	Security	Disability	Income	(SSDI)	or	Supplemental	Security	Income	(SSI),	you	must	have	an	eligible	disability	or	medical	condition	to	qualify	for	benefits.	Evidence	Needed	to
Show	Disability	for	Neurocognitive	Disorders	Neurocognitive	disorders	are	usually	diagnosed	following	a	mental	status	examination.	12,	2022.	Both	SSDI	and	SSI	provide	you	with	back	due	benefits—lump	sum	payments	that	cover	your	monthly	benefits	retroactive	to	the	date	you	filed	your	application	(or	sometimes	even	earlier).	(To	see	if	your	state
taxes	your	disability	benefits,	see	our	article	here.)	Disability	freeze.	Supplemental	Security	Income	(SSI)	SSI	provides	payments	to	people	with	disabilities	who	have	low	income	and	few	resources.	What	is	a	Social	Security	disability?	This	includes	cooperating	with	others,	asking	for	help	when	needed,	responding	appropriately	to	social	cues,	and
handling	conflicts.	There	are	numerous	physical	and	psychological	conditions	that	may	make	you	eligible	to	receive	disability	benefits.	This	includes	being	appropriately	dressed	and	groomed,	avoiding	dangers,	setting	realistic	goals,	and	responding	to	demands.	Biological,	adopted,	or	stepchildren	can	qualify	for	SSDI	benefits	in	any	of	the	following
circumstances:	Your	child	is	younger	than	18	and	unmarried.	Monthly	Statistical	Snapshot.	For	more	information,	read	our	article	on	which	states	grant	Medicaid	automatically	here.			What	happens	after	I	apply	for	SSI	disability?	Once	you	start	receiving	SSDI,	however,	Social	Security	won't	count	the	time	you're	disabled	when	calculating	how	much
you'll	get	at	retirement.	Found	on	the	internet	at	11.	Benefits	for	People	with	Disabilities.	The	amount	needed	for	a	work	credit	changes	from	year	to	year.	(You	can	use	the	SSA's	online	benefit	calculator	here.)	SSI	monthly	benefits	for	2025	are	$967.	Found	on	the	internet	at	2.	Social	Security	allows	people	who	receive	SSDI	to	get	an	11-month
extension	of	COBRA	coverage	from	their	former	employers.	You	can	also	see	if	you	meet	the	requirements	for	disability	benefits	on	our	How	You	Qualify	page.	If	you've	been	diagnosed	with	a	neurocognitive	disorder,	you	may	qualify	for	disability	depending	on	whether	your	cognitive	impairment	causes	mild	or	major	limitations	in	your	functioning.
Your	lawyer	can	stay	on	top	of	your	disability	case	and	help	explain	the	process	in	terms	that	you	can	understand.	September	2022.	If	you've	been	managing	your	neurocognitive	disorders	within	a	"highly	structured	setting"	(like	a	group	home)	and	you're	only	marginally	adjusted	to	routine	changes,	you'll	meet	the	listing.	(SSI	recipients	don't	get	a
disability	freeze.)	Ticket	to	Work	program.	Sources	1.	•	The	SSDI	program	pays	monthly	benefits	to	a	disabled	person	and	certain	family	members,	if	the	disabled	person	is	“insured,”	meaning	that	person	worked	long	…	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance	(SSDI)	or	“Disability”	provides	monthly	payments	to	people	who	have	a	disability	that	stops	or
limits	their	ability	to	work.	Learn	how	to	identify	and	report	scams.	The	Faces	and	Facts	of	Disability/Facts.	Although	Social	Security	manages	the	program,	the	SSI	program	is	funded	by	general	tax	revenues	and	is	not	paid	for	from	Social	Security	taxes.	Found	on	the	internet	at	4.	People	with	mild	cognitive	impairments	can	still	be	found	disabled	if
mental	limitations	in	their	residual	functional	capacity	(RFC)	rule	out	all	work.	If	you	are	Disabled	or	Blind.	You	may	be	eligible	to	apply	online.	The	SSA	organizes	conditions	that	may	qualify	as	disabilities	under	14	different	categories:7	Musculoskeletal	disorders	Special	senses	and	speech	Respiratory	disorders	Cardiovascular	system	Digestive
system	Genitourinary	disorders	Hematological	disorders	Skin	disorders	Endocrine	disorders	Congenital	disorders	that	affect	multiple	body	systems	Neurological	disorders	Mental	disorders	Cancer	(malignant	neoplastic	diseases)	Immune	system	disorders	You	can	explore	the	SSA’s	list	of	impairments	for	more	information	about	specific	health
conditions	that	may	qualify	as	disabilities.	If	you've	been	approved	for	SSDI,	you'll	also	be	enrolled	in	Medicare,	although	(with	two	exceptions)	coverage	doesn't	begin	until	two	years	after	you	began	receiving	SSDI.	When	you’ve	earned	$5,880,	you’ve	earned	your	four	credits	for	the	year.	Tags:	Disability,	online	services,	social	security	disability
benefits	See	Comments	Updated	2/08/2024	The	Social	Security	Administration	(SSA)	awards	disability	benefits	to	people	who	have	a	medically	determinable,	severe	impairment	that	keeps	them	from	working	full-time	for	at	least	one	year.	But	you	can	meet	the	listing	without	those	limitations	if	you	can	show	that	you're	only	able	to	function	as	well	as
you	do	because	you	get	a	lot	of	help.	Please	read	our	publications,	Disability	Benefits	and	Supplemental	Security	Income	(SSI),	for	more	information.	How	You	Qualify	It’s	important	to	know	which	benefits	you	may	qualify	to	receive.	The	2023	maximum	monthly	benefit	is	$914	for	individuals	and	$1,371	for	couples.8	In	October	2023,	the	average
monthly	SSDI	benefit	amount	for	all	recipients	was	$1,352.32.	What	Are	Neurocognitive	Disorders?	"Extreme"	is	more	limiting	than	"marked."	Limitations	are	marked	when	you	can	complete	them	independently,	but	with	significant	difficulty.	Getting	benefits	this	way	is	called	"meeting	a	listing."	The	SSA	evaluates	neurocognitive	disorders	under
listing	12.02.	In	order	to	determine	how	severe	your	neurocognitive	disorder	is,	the	SSA	will	need	to	review	your	medical	records	for	evidence	of	difficulty	in	thinking	and	understanding.	You	can	also	explore	other	social	safety	net	programs	by	visiting	BenefitsCheckUp®.	Disability	Evaluation	Under	Social	Security.	Recipients	have	worked	for	years
and	have	contributed	to	the	Social	Security	trust	fund	in	the	form	of	Social	Security	taxes	–	received	under	either	the	Federal	Insurance	Contributions	Act	for	employees	or	the	Self-Employment	Contributions	Act	for	the	self-employed.	Found	on	the	internet	at	10.	SSI	is	needs-based,	which	means	only	people	with	limited	income	and	resources	can
qualify.	The	program	offers	services	like	vocational	training,	career	counseling,	and	job	placement	assistance.	Interacting	with	others.	If	you	qualify	for	both	programs,	you'll	receive	the	sum	of	your	SSDI	and	SSI	amount	every	month,	but	only	if	your	SSDI	payment	is	low.	Getting	Disability	for	Neurocognitive	Disorders	Based	on	a	Reduced	Functional
Capacity	Typically,	only	applicants	with	major	cognitive	disorders	will	qualify	for	disability	benefits	under	the	neurocognitive	listing.	But	don’t	let	this	discourage	you	applying	for	SSI	benefits.	Can	My	Family	Receive	Benefits?	You	May	Be	Able	to	Get	Supplemental	Security	Income.	Even	a	mild	cognitive	impairment	combined	with	physical	limitations
can	eliminate	full-time	work	(and	qualify	you	for	disability),	especially	if	you're	at	least	50	years	old	and	unable	to	return	to	your	past	jobs.	In	2021,	the	largest	number	of	people	between	60-64	receiving	SSI	payments	qualified	because	of	what	the	SSA	categorizes	as	mental	disorders:	conditions	like	depression,	schizophrenia,	developmental	and
intellectual	disorders,	and	the	like.	While	a	low	IQ	score	on	one	test	isn't	enough	to	establish	a	neurocognitive	disorder	on	its	own,	if	you've	taken	multiple	IQ	tests	and	your	score	has	dramatically	decreased	between	them,	that's	strong	evidence	of	significant	cognitive	decline	due	to	a	neurocognitive	impairment.	Dependents	benefits	aren't	unlimited.
Social	Security	pays	disability	benefits	through	two	programs:	The	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance	(SSDI)	program.	Annual	Statistical	Report	on	the	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance	Program,	2021.	January	2023.	If	you've	been	approved	for	SSI,	you'll	qualify	for	Medicaid,	an	insurance	program	for	low-income	people	with	disabilities.	The
Social	Security	Administration	considers	people	18	and	older	to	be	disabled	if	they	have	a	physical	or	mental	condition	that:4	Results	in	the	inability	to	do	any	substantial	gainful	activity;	and	Can	be	expected	to	result	in	death;	or	Has	lasted	or	can	be	expected	to	last	for	a	continuous	period	of	not	less	than	12	months	“Because	the	(Social	Security)	Act
defines	disability	so	strictly,	Social	Security	disability	beneficiaries	are	among	the	most	severely	impaired	in	the	country,”	the	SSA	explains.	Getting	Help	With	Your	Disability	Benefits	If	you	find	yourself	suddenly	facing	a	situation	where	an	injury	or	illness	has	left	you	unable	to	work,	and	are	thinking	about	filing	for	Social	Security	Disability	benefits,
you	may	want	to	consider	hiring	a	disability	attorney	who	can	help	protect	your	rights	through	the	process.	All	medically	documented	limitations,	mental	or	physical,	should	be	contained	in	your	RFC,	and	the	SSA	is	required	to	consider	how	your	combined	conditions	affect	your	ability	to	work.	Found	on	the	internet	at	6.	Commonly	referred	to	as	EBT
(electronic	benefits	transfer)	or	food	stamps,	SNAP	helps	people	buy	food	by	providing	a	grocery	credit.	Most	states	automatically	enroll	people	approved	for	SSI	into	Medicaid,	but	not	all.	Your	RFC	is	a	set	of	restrictions	on	the	kinds	of	job	duties	you	can	perform.	If	You’re	Blind	or	Have	Low	Vision	–	How	We	Can	Help.	Grandchildren	can	draw	SSDI
benefits	in	some	limited	situations	if	all	of	the	following	requirements	are	met:	Your	grandchild's	parents	are	deceased,	disabled,	not	contributing	to	the	support	of	the	grandchild,	or	you	legally	adopted	your	grandchild.	Your	grandchild	began	living	with	you	before	turning	18.	In	a	recent	year,	just	four	in	10	applications	were	approved.11	If	your
application	is	denied,	there	is	an	appeals	process.	If	you're	divorced,	your	ex-spouse	can	receive	benefits	based	on	your	record,	even	if	you've	remarried,	when	all	of	the	following	apply:	Your	marriage	lasted	for	at	least	10	years.	Other	Disability	Benefits	and	"Perks"	Supplemental	Nutrition	Assistance	Program	(SNAP).	For	2025,	the	average	monthly
benefit	paid	from	SSDI	is	$1,580,	but	it	can	be	as	much	as	$4,018	if	your	income	was	fairly	high.	If	you	decide	to	appeal,	you	may	want	a	Social	Security	disability	advocate	to	represent	you.	The	SSA	will	first	determine	whether	you	meet	income,	resource,	and	other	eligibility	requirements.	SSI	Annual	Statistical	Report,	2021.	You	can	qualify	for
disability	if	you	have	evidence	of	specific	symptoms	described	by	a	listed	impairment.	If	your	symptoms	are	mild,	you	might	not	be	able	to	perform	your	past	skilled	work,	but	Social	Security	could	find	that	you	could	still	do	jobs	involving	simple,	routine,	and	repetitive	tasks.	Both	SSDI	and	SSI	recipients	can	take	advantage	of	tax	deductions	and
credits.	Most	people	who	are	awarded	benefits	don't	get	approved	until	after	they	have	a	hearing	in	front	of	an	administrative	law	judge	(ALJ).	Mental	health	was	the	largest	diagnostic	category,	with	298,754	people	receiving	benefits.2	Conditions	affecting	the	musculoskeletal	system	and	connective	tissue	resulted	in	the	second	highest	number	of
claims,	with	255,687	recipients	between	ages	60-64.	You	still	might	have	to	pay	taxes	on	any	other	income	you	or	your	spouse	are	earning,	but	your	taxes	should	be	lower.	Most	people	who	get	benefits	under	12.02	are	able	to	show	that	they	have	marked	or	extreme	limitations	in	mental	functioning.	Your	child	is	older	than	18	and	became	disabled
before	age	22.	What	are	the	most	approved	disabilities?	Social	Security	decides	whether	your	neurocognitive	disorder	is	disabling	by	looking	at	the	extent	that	your	symptoms	interfere	with	your	ability	to	work.	You	may	be	eligible	for	payments	from	both	programs:	one	of	eight	SSDI	recipients	also	get	SSI	benefits.3	Read	more	about	how	both
programs	work	in	our	side-by-side	comparison.	2023.	Common	restrictions	for	people	with	neurocognitive	disorders	include:	no	complex	or	detailed	tasks	no	more	than	occasional	interaction	with	coworkers	or	supervisors	no	public	contact,	and	a	10-20%	reduction	in	concentration,	persistence,	and	pace.	Moderate	or	major	symptoms	could	erode	your
productivity	to	the	point	that	you	couldn't	do	any	job.	They	involve	completing	very	basic	tasks,	like	spelling	a	word	backwards,	adding	small	numbers,	or	drawing	shapes.	Social	Security	can	ask	you	to	see	a	doctor	on	their	dime—called	a	consultative	examination—if	the	agency	doesn't	think	there's	enough	information	in	your	medical	records	to	make
a	disability	decision.	The	SSA	may	also	seek	information	from	friends,	family	members,	or	caregivers	who	know	you	well	and	can	provide	insight	into	your	cognitive	limitations.	People	with	neurocognitive	disorders	often	struggle	to	meet	important	deadlines,	gather	necessary	documents,	and	keep	up	with	correspondence	from	the	SSA.	October	2022.
Concentrating,	persisting,	or	maintaining	pace.	Depending	on	the	circumstances	of	your	disabling	condition,	you	might	also	want	assistance	from	an	attorney	who	can	help	you	file	a	workers'	compensation	claim,	represent	you	in	a	personal	injury	lawsuit,	or	obtain	a	disability	rating	from	the	Veterans	Affairs	(VA)	Department.	Learn	how	to	make	or
change	an	appointment	at	a	local	office.	During	that	same	time	frame,	those	receiving	Supplemental	Security	Income	(or	SSI),	the	average	monthly	payout	was	$676.60,	with	people	65	and	older	averaging	$554.10.9		What	is	the	SSI	disability	application	process	like?	The	notes	should	include	your	doctor's	observations	of	any	unusual	thought
patterns,	memory	deficits,	or	abnormal	behaviors	that	you	display.	Dependents	benefits.	You'll	also	need	to	show	that	you	have	either	an	"extreme"	limitation	in	one,	or	a	"marked"	limitation	in	two,	of	the	following	work-related	areas	of	mental	functioning:	Understanding,	remembering,	or	using	information.	Major	cognitive	disorders	can	rule	out	even
simple,	unskilled	work,	while	a	mild	cognitive	impairment	might	impact	your	ability	to	learn	a	new	job.	The	SSA	reviews	the	results	of	your	exam	to	help	determine	whether	your	cognitive	abilities	are	mildly	or	severely	impaired.	Aug.	Policy	Basics:	Supplemental	Security	Income.	2022.	Call	800-772-1213	(TTY	800-325-0778)	between	8	a.m.	and	7
p.m.,	Monday	through	Friday,	to	speak	with	a	representative.	One	of	the	most	important	benefits	people	with	disabilities	are	entitled	to	receive	is	health	insurance.	While	some	programs	give	money	to	people	with	partial	disability	or	short-term	disability,	Social	Security	does	not.	If	you	do,	you	will	need	to	provide:10	The	dates,	places,	and	types	of
work	you	have	done	in	the	15	years	before	you	became	unable	to	work	because	of	your	illnesses,	injuries,	or	conditions,	including	your	daily	duties	for	the	type	of	work	you	did	and	why	your	employment	ended	Information	about	your	physical	or	mental	impairment(s)		Names,	addresses,	and	telephone	numbers	of	doctors,	hospitals,	and	any	other
medical	sources	you	have	see	Dates	of	treatment	and	the	kinds	of	treatment	you	have	received	from	your	doctors,	hospitals,	and	other	medical	sources	Names	of	each	prescription	and	non–prescription	medicine	that	you	take	and	the	doctor	who	prescribed	it	The	kinds	of	medical	tests	you	have	had,	when	and	where	they	were	done,	and	who	sent	you
for	them	How	do	I	apply	for	SSI	disability	benefits?	You	can	get	a	referral	by	calling	the	National	Organization	of	Social	Security	Claimants’	Representatives	at	1-800-431-2804	.	Common	causes	of	neurocognitive	impairments	include	brain	damage	(by	infection,	injury,	or	stroke),	dementias	like	Alzheimer's	disease,	genetic	defects,	a	compromised
immune	system,	or	extensive	substance	abuse.	For	example,	none	of	the	money	you	receive	from	SSI	counts	as	taxable	income.	A	voluntary	program,	Ticket	to	Work	provides	SSDI	and	SSI	recipients	with	a	way	to	return	to	employment	without	worrying	about	losing	their	disability	benefits.	…	The	Supplemental	Security	Income	(SSI)	program	is	one	of
the	largest	sources	of	federal	assistance	to	people	of	all	ages	who	are	blind	or	have	disabilities.1	Like	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance	(SSDI)—the	other	major	government	source	of	disability	payments—SSI	follows	disability	standards	set	by	the	Social	Security	Administration	(SSA).	What	is	the	difference	between	Social	Security	disability	and
SSI?	The	total	amount	will	vary,	depending	on	how	much	your	SSDI	monthly	amount	is	and	how	many	qualifying	family	members	you	have.	COBRA	lets	you	continue	getting	healthcare	coverage	through	your	former	employer's	plan,	but	you'll	have	to	pay	the	entire	premium	without	employer	contributions.	Some	states	offer	Medicare	Savings
Programs	that	can	help	offset	the	cost	of	the	premiums.	Unlike	mood	disorders	such	as	depression	and	anxiety—which	often	have	a	cognitive	component—declines	in	memory,	concentration,	and	reasoning	are	the	defining	characteristics	of	neurocognitive	disorders.	If	the	SSA	has	determined	that	you're	disabled,	become	familiar	with	some	little
known	benefits	that	can	help	you	pay	your	bills,	visit	the	doctor,	fill	your	prescriptions,	and	provide	for	your	family.	Found	on	the	internet	at	7.	Because	this	can	take	several	years,	back	due	benefits	can	get	quite	substantial.	Functional	Limitations	In	Your	Mental	Abilities	It's	not	enough	just	to	show	that	you	have	a	significant	cognitive	decline	from
your	previous	level	of	functioning	to	meet	listing	12.02.	Getting	Disability	by	Meeting	Social	Security's	Listing	for	Neurocognitive	Disorders	Social	Security	maintains	a	"Blue	Book"	of	medical	conditions	that	the	agency	considers	especially	serious.	SSDI	money	can	be	taxed,	but	you	can	leave	out	half	of	your	SSDI	when	figuring	out	your	income.	“In
fact,	Social	Security	disability	beneficiaries	are	more	than	three	times	as	likely	to	die	in	a	year	as	other	people	the	same	age.	Found	on	the	internet	at	3.	SSDI	is	funded	through	payroll	taxes.	Found	on	the	internet	at	9.	But	monthly	payments	alone	aren't	always	enough	to	cover	expenses	like	food,	housing,	and	medical	treatment.	Somebody	who	is
unable	to	leave	their	house	alone	is	likely	to	have	an	extreme	limitation	in	interacting	with	others,	for	example,	while	another	person	who	can	leave	their	house	occasionally	may	have	only	a	marked	limitation	in	that	area.	Your	ex-spouse	isn't	entitled	to	greater	benefits	based	on	their	own	work	record.	Individuals	may	be	eligible	for	Disability	…	To	be
eligible	for	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance	(SSDI)	benefits,	you	must:	Have	worked	in	jobs	covered	by	Social	Security.	It	can	be.	The	SSA	runs	the	SSI	program.	The	SSA	awards	benefits	to	people	whose	medical	conditions	have	prevented	them	from	working	any	job	full-time	for	at	least	a	year.	The	SSA	will	take	out	a	portion	of	your	monthly
payment	to	pay	for	your	Medicare	premiums.	Found	on	the	internet	at	8.	Be	sure	to	let	the	agency	know	about	treatment	you're	receiving	for	other	medical	conditions	besides	your	neurocognitive	disorder.	Center	on	Budget	and	Policy	Priorities.	Are	Neurocognitive	Disorders	Disabling?	Clinical	notes	from	your	regular	doctor	showing	treatment	for	a
neurocognitive	disorder	are	key.	Benefits	for	your	ex-spouse.	Benefits	for	your	grandchildren.	Understanding	Supplemental	Security	Income	(SSI)	Eligibility	Requirements.	Social	Security	Administration.	Your	child	is	19	or	younger	and	a	full-time	student	(up	to	12th	grade—college	won't	count).	This	includes	finishing	tasks	on	time,	avoiding
distractions,	and	switching	activities	without	being	disruptive.	Each	family	member	can	receive	up	to	50%	of	your	SSDI	amount.	Mental	status	exams	are	typically	administered	by	psychologists	or	psychiatrists.	Updated	12/19/2024	Many	people	are	aware	that	the	Social	Security	Administration	(SSA)	provides	a	monthly	disability	payment	to	people
who	can't	work.	Generally,	the	most	you	and	your	family	can	receive	is	150%	of	your	SSDI	benefit.	If	you've	received	brain	imaging	studies	(such	as	an	MRI	or	CT	scan),	the	agency	will	look	at	those	as	well.	The	Supplemental	Security	Income	(SSI)	program.	Also,	SSI	benefits	are	not	based	on	your	work	history.	Your	local	Social	Security	office	will
send	your	claim	to	a	federally	funded	state	agency	called	the	Disability	Determination	Services	(DDS).	If	your	doctor	agrees	to	write	a	letter	describing	your	cognitive	impairments,	the	SSA	will	take	that	into	consideration	when	determining	whether	you're	disabled—as	long	as	the	opinion	isn't	at	odds	with	the	rest	of	the	medical	record.	Whether
you're	filing	an	initial	application	or	appealing	a	denial,	consider	contacting	an	experienced	disability	attorney.	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance	(SSDI)	Social	Security	pays	benefits	to	people	who	can’t	work	because	they	have	a	medical	condition	that’s	expected	to	last	at	least	one	year	or	result	in	death.	Most	people	receiving	monthly	SSI
payments	are	eligible	because	of	blindness	or	a	disability.2	SSDI	provides	benefits	to	people	with	disabilities	who	have	earned	enough	work	credits	to	qualify.	(The	SSI	program	does	not	grant	auxiliary	benefits.)	Benefits	for	your	spouse.	Adapting	and	managing	oneself.	Social	Security	accepts	evidence	of	a	decline	in	the	following	cognitive	areas	for
the	purposes	of	meeting	the	neurocognitive	disorders	listing:	complex	attention	(being	able	to	divide	focus)	executive	function	(controlling	your	thoughts	and	actions)	learning	and	memory	(retaining	and	using	information)	language	(communicating	without	errors	in	grammar	or	word	choice)	perceptual-motor	(coordinating	your	movements	with	your
environment),	or	social	cognition	(understanding	the	behavior	of	others).	Significant	Cognitive	Decline	The	first	step	towards	meeting	listing	12.02	is	showing	that	you	have	"significant	cognitive	decline	from	a	prior	level	of	functioning."	Basically,	this	means	that	you'll	need	to	prove	that	your	mental	abilities	have	gotten	worse	since	the	onset
(beginning)	of	your	neurocognitive	disorder.	The	DDS	uses	the	Social	Security	Administration’s	disability	criteria	to	make	its	determination.10	Is	it	hard	to	qualify	for	SSI	disability	benefits?	Social	Security	retirement	benefits	are	calculated	based	on	your	work	history	and	income,	so	any	time	spent	not	working	can	lower	the	amount	of	your	retirement
benefits.	Also	known	as	auxiliary	benefits,	dependents	benefits	are	available	to	your	spouse,	ex-spouse,	children,	and	sometimes	grandchildren	if	you	receive	SSDI.	Severe	impairments	can	be	physical	or	mental	in	nature.	Social	Security	will	pay	benefits	to	your	spouse	in	either	of	the	following	instances:	Your	spouse	is	62	or	older	and	you've	been
married	for	at	least	one	year,	unless	your	spouse	is	collecting	a	higher	Social	Security	benefit	than	you	are.	The	agency	offers	two	kinds	of	disability	benefits:	When	you	apply	for	SSA	benefits,	the	agency	will	determine	whether	you	meet	the	eligibility	requirements	for	SSDI,	SSI,	or	both.	Find	out	what	you	can	do	with	an	account	and	access
personalized	online	services.	Found	on	the	internet	at	Last	Updated:	August	12,	2021	Disability	is	something	most	people	don’t	like	to	think	about,	but	the	chances	that	you’ll	become	disabled	are	greater	than	you	realize.	You	provided	at	least	half	of	the	financial	support	for	your	grandchild	for	at	least	a	year	before	you	became	eligible	for	SSDI.	To
meet	the	requirements	of	the	listing,	you'll	have	to	show	that	you	have	a	worsening	cognitive	impairment	that's	causing	specific	functional	limitations	in	your	mental	abilities.	In	addition	to	meeting	our	definition	of	disability,	individuals	must	have	worked	long	enough	—	and	recently	enough	—	under	Social	Security	to	qualify	for	SSDI	benefits.	Who
Gets	Social	Security	Disability	Benefits	and	How	Much?	If	you	qualify	for	SSI,	it's	likely	that	you'll	also	qualify	for	SNAP.	SSDI	is	an	insurance	program	paid	for	by	your	payroll	taxes,	so	whether	you	qualify	depends	on	your	work	history.	Benefits	for	your	children.	Go	in-person	to	your	local	Social	Security	field	office.
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