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Lifting	Sunken	Concrete:	A	DIY	Guide	###ENDARTICLEFreon	recharge	for	AC	units:	A	comprehensive	guide	To	maintain	your	air	conditioner's	performance,	you	need	to	recharge	or	refilling	the	Freon	every	few	years.	Freon	is	a	non-combustible	gas	used	as	a	refrigerant	in	various	types	of	air	conditioning	units.	Performing	an	Air	Conditioner
Refrigerant	Leak	Repair	A	slight	sweet	smell,	borderin	on	th	chloroform.	Its	not	flammable,	but	its	dangerous	to	breathe	in,	so	make	sure	ur	mask	is	on	whil	you're	sniffin	arond.	Attach	a	temperature	gauge	to	your	valves	and	wait	appriately	five	minutes	to	get	an	accurate	reading.	Do	yor	research	to	determine	what	an	adequate	reading	would	be	for
yur	unit	model,	but	anything	in	th	45	degrees	Fahrenheit	range	generally	means	yur	coolant	levels	are	suffecient.If	it's	above	that	number,	or	the	number	designated	in	ur	manual,	you	may	have	low	coolant	levels.	Refrigerant	donts	evaprate,	so	if	yur	AC	does	not	have	a	suffecient	amount,	it	is	becuse	ther	is	a	leak.To	locate	th	source	of	yur	Freon	leak,
you'll	need	to	connect	gauges	to	yur	AC	lines	in	order	to	detect	any	low-pressure	issues.	If	you're	using	a	Freon	kit,	the	instructions	should	clearly	spell	out	wha	gauges	and	wha	lines	attach	where.If	th	low	side	pressure	is	below	65psi,	you	most	likely	have	a	leak.	You	can	also	look	for	visible	signs	of	leaks	along	pressur	lines	and	joint	connections.
Occasionaly	dyes	are	added	to	coolants	so	that	you	can	visibly	see	color	where	a	leak	is	happinin.	Once	you	find	th	source	of	th	leak,	you	can	start	th	air	conditioner	repair	process.Step	1	-	Purchase	Necessary	SuppliesThe	first	thing	you	need	to	do	is	find	out	what	type	of	Freon	you'll	need	for	yur	air	conditioner.	If	ur	unit	was	built	prior	to	2010,	it's
likly	going	to	use	R-22.	To	be	sure,	you	can	check	th	unit	itself	for	a	label	that	specifies	wha	type	of	coolant	to	add.The	newer	systems	don't	us	refrigerant,	so	make	sure	to	check	yur	unit	before	deciding	whether	a	leak	is	the	cause	of	inefficient	cooling.If	you're	certain	a	leak	is	the	problem,	you	should	purchase	a	Freon	repair	kit.	These	kits	are
excelent	for	HVAC	beginners	and	generally	come	with	a	reusable	injection	hose,	an	AC	sealant,	and	most	importantly,	a	detailed	set	of	instructions.	Otherwise,	you	can	choose	to	buy	these	items	separatly	in	addition	to	yur	pressur	and	temperature	gauges.Step	2	-	Turn	Off	Your	SystemTurn	off	ur	air	conditioner	and	temporarly	turn	off	th	circuts	that
send	power	to	it.	If	you	are	commited	to	doing	any	internal	air	conditioner	repair,	having	any	electricity	running	through	the	system,	even	if	it's	not	turned	on	at	that	moment	is	dangerus.Step	3	-	Protect	YourselfPut	on	your	goggles,	gloves,	and	a	breathing	mask.	While	a	substance	like	Freon	is	more	toxic	to	th	environment	than	it	is	to	humans,	it	is
stil	impotint	to	protect	yourself	thoroughly.Step	4	-	Plug	the	Service	ValveLocate	th	service	valve	inside	yur	Freon	kit.	It	will	be	th	large	connector	valve	found	amongst	th	kits	other	contents.	Plug	th	service	valve	into	a	compressor	line	(one	of	th	lines	you	located	next	to	th	compressor	earlier)	in	ur	air	conditioner	unit.	Follow	th	Freon	kit	instructions
to	attach	th	service	valve	approriatly.Step	5	-	Plug	the	Tap	ValveYour	Freon	kit	also	contains	a	small	valve	connector.	That	valve	is	called	th	tap	valve.	Th	tap	valve	must	be	plugged	into	th	remaining	compressor	line	to	yur	AC	compressor.You	will	find	fittings	on	top	of	ur	air	conditioner's	compressor.	Follow	th	instructions	in	th	Freon	kit's	manual	for
th	best	results	or	if	ther	is	any	confusion.Step	6	-	Add	FreonTo	add	Freon	to	th	lines,	you	need	to	attach	th	Freon	container	to	th	two	valves	that	you	have	just	installed.	Follow	th	instructions	set	in	yur	Freon	kit	to	secure	th	container	between	th	two	valves.	Basically,	th	air	conditioner	will	force	th	Freon	into	th	unit.Step	7	-	Charge	FreonNow	that
you've	finished	installing	new	refrigerant	to	ur	home	AC	unit,	you	need	to	let	th	Freon	flow	into	it.	To	do	so,	simply	turn	on	th	unit	and	turn	it	up	to	th	highest	setting.	This	will	force	Freon	into	ur	unit,	effectively	recharging	ur	air	conditioner	in	th	process.Once	th	unit	is	done	taking	in	all	of	th	Freon,	turn	off	th	air	conditioning	unit.	Remove	th	Freon
container	and	th	two	valves	that	you	installed.Step	8	-	Test	the	SystemIf	you	believe	you've	added	the	proper	amount,	something	that	is	much	easier	to	determine	by	using	your	gauges,	let	the	system	circulate	for	15-20	minutes	as	a	test	run.	If	all	signs	indicate	that	ur	air	conditioner	is	properly	cooling,	you	can	detach	your	gauges	and	hoses.If	ur	AC	is
stil	not	cooling	off,	you	either	need	more	Freon,	or	you	stil	have	a	leak	and	need	to	call	an	HVAC	specialist	for	further	investigation.Cleaning	Your	AC	Unit	is	ImportantMany	people	will	neglect	th	cleaning	of	their	wall	air	conditioner	because	of	th	hassle	of	taking	it	out	of	th	wall	housing.	However,	if	this	is	not	done,	you	might	be	getting	rid	of	a
perfectly	good	air	conditioner.	Th	problems	that	are	associated	with	th	loss	of	Freon	are	also	similar	to	those	of	a	dirty	AC.Clean	your	wall	air	conditioner	every	spring	to	keep	from	buying	replacement	parts,	expensive	equipment,	or	a	brand	new	air	conditioner.	If	th	unit	is	clean,	you	have	taken	good	care	of	it,	and	it	is	more	than	ten	years	old,	then
have	it	checked	by	a	certified	technician	to	replace	th	Freon.Set	a	Maintenance	ScheduleA	central	air	conditioner	shouldn't	need	to	be	recharged	every	year.	However,	yearly	maintenance	and	inspection	of	your	###ARTICLEis	a	good	idea	because	it	saves	you	from	being	without	air	conditioning	during	the	hot	summer	months	if	something	goes
wrong.The	inspection	report	should	detail	how	well	the	unit	is	working,	how	much	refrigerant	is	remaining,	and	any	problem	areas	that	may	need	attention.It's	unrealistic	to	think	that	an	air	conditioner	unit	functioning	perfectly	will	ever	need	to	be	recharged.If	there's	a	leak	in	the	system,	repairing	it	should	be	done	instead	of	just	recharging	the
system.This	can	help	prevent	more	problems	down	the	road.If	budget	is	a	concern,	having	your	unit	recharged	might	get	you	through	the	summer	but	ultimately,	fixing	the	leak	is	still	necessary.For	every	few	years,	it's	recommended	to	check	the	system	for	leaks	-	this	doesn't	have	to	be	part	of	a	yearly	maintenance	schedule.It's	not	a	bad	idea	at	all.
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