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The	Al	Udeid	Air	Base,	located	west	of	Doha,	Qatar,	serves	as	a	vital	military	hub	owned	by	the	Qatar	Emiri	Air	Force.	It	houses	the	headquarters	of	US	Central	Command	and	USAF	Central	Command,	among	other	key	installations.	The	base	has	a	rich	history,	having	once	been	home	to	around	4,000	American	soldiers	during	the	height	of	the	war	in
Afghanistan.	In	its	early	years,	the	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	played	a	crucial	role	in	supporting	coalition	efforts,	with	KC-10A	Extenders	and	KC-135	Stratotankers	used	for	re-fuelling	operations	over	Afghanistan.	The	base	underwent	significant	expansion	by	2002	to	accommodate	up	to	120	aircraft	and	10,000	troops.	In	2003,	the	base	welcomed	additional
units,	including	P-3	Orion	maritime	patrol	aircraft	and	RAAF	F/A-18	Hornet	fighters.	Initially,	these	aircraft	were	tasked	with	protecting	and	escorting	coalition	forces,	conducting	early	warning	missions	for	tanker	aircraft,	and	AWACS	aircraft.	Later,	they	were	deployed	to	attack	Iraqi	ground	forces,	while	Orions	conducted	12-hour	night-time	patrols
over	the	Persian	Gulf.	Meanwhile,	C-130	Hercules	transport	aircraft	were	used	to	transport	equipment	and	supplies	to	Iraq,	as	well	as	humanitarian	aid	to	Baghdad.	The	base	also	supported	the	deployment	of	the	Red	Horse	Squadron	in	2001,	which	set	up	temporary	shelters	along	the	flight	line	until	more	permanent	facilities	could	be	constructed.
Today,	the	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	boasts	an	impressive	runway	stretching	over	15,000	feet,	capable	of	accommodating	nearly	100	aircraft.	The	base	has	undergone	significant	development	and	expansion	since	its	inception,	solidifying	its	position	as	a	critical	military	hub	in	the	Gulf	region.	The	US	Air	Base	Al	Udeid	in	Qatar	serves	as	a	critical	strategic
location	for	military	operations	in	the	region.	Established	to	provide	an	alternate	command	center,	the	base	has	been	equipped	with	advanced	communications	and	computer	systems,	allowing	for	efficient	control	of	forces	within	and	around	the	region.	In	2002,	the	US	relocated	its	computers	and	communication	equipment	from	Saudi	Arabia	to	Al
Udeid,	enhancing	operational	capabilities	and	providing	a	flexible	and	long-term	control	center.	The	base's	Prepositioned	War	Reserve	Material	(WRM)	supports	personnel	with	essential	supplies,	including	fuel,	medical	facilities,	and	equipment,	ensuring	operational	readiness.	The	air	base	hosts	several	aircraft	types,	including	F-16	fighters,	JSTARS
reconnaissance	planes,	and	KC-10,	KC-130,	and	KC-135	tankers.	The	US	Central	Command	Air	Forces	utilize	WRM	to	support	combat	forces	in	Southwest	Asia,	providing	warehousing	services	for	rations,	medical	supplies,	and	munitions.	Infrastructure	upgrades	totaling	$400	million	are	underway	to	enhance	the	base's	capabilities,	including
permanent	housing,	command	centers,	and	storage	facilities.	Recreational	facilities	such	as	swimming	pools,	basketball	courts,	and	a	gymnasium	provide	amenities	for	personnel.	The	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	is	operated	by	the	Qatar	Emiri	Air	Force	and	the	US	Air	Force,	with	the	Royal	Air	Force	also	being	involved	in	its	operations.	The	airbase's	strategic
location	near	Doha,	Qatar,	makes	it	an	essential	hub	for	military	activities	in	the	region.	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	is	a	major	military	installation	in	Qatar,	located	southwest	of	Doha.	It's	also	known	as	Abu	Nakhlah	Airport	and	serves	as	a	hub	for	several	air	forces,	including	the	Qatar	Emiri	Air	Force,	US	Air	Force,	and	Royal	Air	Force.	The	base	is	home	to
over	11,000	troops	and	more	than	100	aircraft,	making	it	one	of	the	largest	US	military	bases	in	the	Middle	East.	Construction	on	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	began	in	1996	at	a	cost	of	over	$1	billion,	with	the	first	US	military	personnel	arriving	in	September	2001.	The	base	has	since	played	a	crucial	role	in	various	operations,	including	Operation	Desert	Storm
and	the	wars	in	Afghanistan	and	Iraq.	In	addition	to	its	military	significance,	the	base	also	serves	as	a	logistics	hub	for	the	US	Central	Command	(CENTCOM)	area	of	operations.	In	recent	years,	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	has	hosted	aircraft	from	the	Royal	Air	Force,	including	Tornado	GR4s	and	Vickers	VC10s,	which	have	been	used	to	support	Operation	Telic
in	Iraq	and	Operation	Herrick	in	Afghanistan.	The	base's	strategic	location	and	advanced	facilities	make	it	an	important	asset	for	military	operations	in	the	region.	The	Al	Udeid	Wing	of	the	RAF	played	a	significant	role	in	supporting	Australian	forces	during	the	2003	invasion	of	Iraq.	Between	March	and	April	2003,	the	wing	flew	268	sorties	against
Saddam	Hussein's	government.	The	base	also	hosted	fourteen	F/A-18	Hornet	fighters	from	No.	75	Squadron	RAAF,	which	participated	in	ground	attack	and	combat	support	missions.	Meanwhile,	two	P-3	Orion	maritime	patrol	aircraft	tracked	smuggling	vessels	and	guarded	against	suicide	boats.	Hercules	transport	aircraft	supplied	equipment	to	Iraq,
while	Orions	provided	long-endurance	missions	over	the	Persian	Gulf.	The	RAF's	presence	at	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	also	expanded	beyond	its	initial	role	in	2003.	In	2014,	it	became	a	key	hub	for	British	airstrikes	against	ISIS	in	Iraq,	with	an	RC-135	Rivet	Joint	signals	intelligence	aircraft	stationed	on	site.	The	base	has	continued	to	play	a	vital	role	in
supporting	regional	security	efforts,	including	the	US-led	Operation	Shader.	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	control	of	air	power	throughout	Iraq,	Syria,	Afghanistan,	and	17	other	nations.	In	early	June	2017,	the	Pentagon	stated	that	diplomatic	tensions	between	Qatar	and	some	of	its	Arab	neighbors	would	not	impact	US	operations	at
the	base.[17]	The	base	hosted	F-22	Raptors	for	the	first	time	in	June	2019.[18]	A	month	later,	an	expansion	of	the	base	was	announced	to	be	funded	by	Qatar,	which	would	cost	$1.8	billion.[19]	Sources	citing	the	deployment	of	F-22s	to	Qatar	include	Military.com's	report	from	June	28,	2019,	and	a	White	House	press	release	from	July	8,	2019.	The
Washington	Post	covered	the	expansion	of	Al	Udeid	Air	Base	in	August	2019.	AirForces	Monthly	publications	from	April	2014	and	October	2013	mention	the	base	as	well.	The	National	Defense	Authorization	Act	for	Fiscal	Years	2008,	2009,	and	2010	also	reference	the	base.	Other	relevant	sources	include	the	Congressional	Research	Service's	report
on	Qatar	and	U.S.	relations,	as	well	as	GlobalSecurity.org	and	the	Australian	War	Memorial.
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