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This	article	will	examine	your	rights	if	police	pull	you	over	in	Ontario.	In	Ontario,	Canada,	if	you	are	pulled	over	by	the	police,	you	have	certain	rights	and	obligations	that	you	should	be	aware	of.	Here	is	a	detailed	overview	of	what	you	need	to	know.	Right	to	remain	silent:	You	have	the	right	to	remain	silent	and	do	not	have	to	answer	any	questions
asked	by	the	police.	However,	you	must	provide	your	name,	address,	and	date	of	birth	when	asked	by	an	officer.	Right	to	legal	representation:	You	have	the	right	to	speak	to	a	lawyer	as	soon	as	possible,	and	the	police	must	inform	you	of	this	right.	You	may	also	ask	for	a	lawyers	phone	number	if	you	do	not	have	one.	Right	to	know	why	you	are	being
stopped:	The	police	must	inform	you	of	the	reason	for	the	stop,	and	you	have	the	right	to	ask	for	this	information.	Search	and	seizure:	The	police	may	search	your	vehicle	if	they	have	reasonable	grounds	to	believe	that	there	is	evidence	of	a	crime	in	the	vehicle.	They	may	also	seize	items	that	are	related	to	a	crime	or	are	illegal.	Sobriety	tests:	The
police	may	ask	you	to	perform	sobriety	tests	if	they	suspect	that	you	are	under	the	influence	of	drugs	or	alcohol.	However,	you	are	not	obligated	to	perform	these	tests.	Breathalyzer	test:	If	you	are	suspected	of	driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol,	the	police	may	ask	you	to	take	a	breathalyzer	test.	Refusing	to	take	this	test	can	result	in	fines	and
licence	suspension.	Right	to	be	informed	of	charges:	If	you	are	being	arrested,	the	police	must	inform	you	of	the	charges	against	you	and	read	you	your	rights.	In	Ontario,	Canada,	if	you	are	pulled	over	by	the	police,	you	have	certain	rights	and	obligations	that	you	should	be	aware	of.	In	conclusion,	it	is	important	to	know	your	rights	if	you	are	pulled
over	by	the	police	in	Ontario.	Remember,	you	have	the	right	to	remain	silent	and	the	right	to	speak	to	a	criminal	lawyer,	and	you	should	always	ask	for	clarification	if	you	are	unsure	of	your	rights	or	the	reason	for	the	stop.	If	you	or	someone	you	know	has	been	charged	with	Assault,	contact	De	Boyrie	Law	today	for	a	free	consultation	at	this	link.	If
your	matter	is	immediate	please	contact	us	at	(416)	727-1389.	De	Boyrie	Law	serves	Toronto,	Vaughan,	and	the	Greater	Toronto	Area.	May	13,	2025Peace	Bond	vs	Restraining	Order:	Whats	the	Difference?Learn	the	key	differences	between	a	peace	bond	vs	restraining	order,	when	May	13,	2025Breach	of	Undertaking:	What	to	Expect	in	Canadian
Criminal	LawA	breach	of	undertaking	is	a	criminal	offence	that	occurs	when	an	May	13,	2025Reverse	Onus	Bail:	How	It	Affects	Your	RightsIn	most	Canadian	criminal	cases,	when	someone	is	charged	and	held	in	May	13,	2025Crown	Disclosure	Delays:	How	They	Impact	Criminal	CasesThe	Crown	has	a	legal	duty	to	provide	the	accused	with	all	May	13,
2025Surety	in	Criminal	LawIn	Canadian	criminal	law,	a	surety	is	a	person	who	takes	responsibility	May	13,	2025Detention	Review:	Challenge	Pre-Trial	Detention	in	CanadaA	detention	review	is	a	legal	procedure	in	Canada	that	gives	individuals	Stacey	is	a	student	at	De	Boyrie	Law.	She	is	currently	studying	to	complete	the	BAR	and	is	expected	to	join
our	firm	once	she	has	completed	studies.	Automated	page	speed	optimizations	for	fast	site	performance	An	unmarked	police	car	on	the	407.	A	generation	ago	when	almost	everyone	had	whitewall	tires	they	were	easy	to	spot	with	their	blackwalls	and	dog-dish	hubcaps.	Salvatore	Sacco	/	Toronto	Star	flag	wire:	false	flag	sponsored:	false	article_type:
pubinfo.section:	cms.site.custom.site_domain	:	thestar.com	sWebsitePrimaryPublication	:	publications/toronto_star	bHasMigratedAvatar	:	true	firstAuthor.avatar	:	Skip	to	content	While	youre	driving	in	Ontario,	Canada,	the	police	can	stop	you,	or	pull	you	over,	in	two	situations:If	they	are	investigating	a	traffic	law;	orIf	they	have	reasons	to	believe	you
have	committed	a	criminal	offence.Traffic	Laws	the	Police	Can	Stop	You	For:The	police	can	stop	you,	or	pull	you	over,	if	they	think	you	violated	the	Highway	Traffic	Act	in	Ontario.	Common	violations	they	might	stop	you	for	include:speedingcareless	drivingdistracted	drivingunsafe	drivingto	make	sure	you	have	a	drivers	license	(driving	without	a
license/	driving	while	your	license	is	suspended)to	make	sure	there	is	insurance	on	the	vehicle	(driving	without	insurance)to	make	sure	the	vehicle	is	road	worthy	(driving	when	your	vehicle	isnt	road	worthy	for	example,	the	tail	lights	are	working)to	give	you	a	roadside	breath	test	to	make	sure	youre	not	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	(driving	under
the	influence	/	impaired	driving)The	Police	in	ON	Can	Demand	Documents	During	a	Traffic	Stop:The	police	can	demand	that	you,	the	driver,	show	them	your	drivers	license,	the	vehicle	registration,	and	proof	the	vehicle	is	insured.	You	should	keep	the	registration	and	insurance	in	the	vehicle	for	this	reason.What	Happens	to	Your	Passengers	During	a
Traffic	Stop:The	police	cannot	demand	that	the	passengers	in	your	vehicle	identify	themselves,	unless	the	police	have	reasonable	grounds	to	believe	your	passengers	were	involved	in	a	criminal	offence.The	Police	Can	Demand	a	Roadside	Breath	Test:The	police	can	demand	that	you	take	a	roadside	breath	test.	They	can	pull	you	over	for	this,	even	if
they	dont	have	any	reason	to	suspect	youve	been	dinking	alcohol.Depending	on	the	results	of	the	breath	test,	the	police	may	suspend	your	drivers	license	and	take	away	your	vehicle.If	the	police	believe	youve	been	drinking	alcohol	within	three	hours	of	driving	they	can	demand	that	you	perform	a	sobriety	test,	including	trying	to	walk	a	straight	line
(you	will	have	seen	this	sobriety	test	on	TV	and	in	movies).In	Ontario,	Canada,	you	do	not	have	the	right	to	refuse	a	roadside	breath	test.The	Police	Can	Demand	a	Breathalyzer	Test	at	the	Police	Station:The	police	can	also	demand	that	you	go	to	the	police	station	and	perform	a	breathalyzer	test,	a	more	sensitive	and	reliable	test	which	reads	your
blood	alcohol	level.In	Ontario,	Canada,	you	do	not	have	the	right	to	refuse	a	breathalayzer	test	at	the	police	station.You	Have	the	Right	to	Remain	Silent:If	the	police	have	stopped	you	while	driving,	you	do	not	have	to	answer	any	questions	the	police	ask	you,	unless	you	have	been	in	a	motor	vehicle	accident.	You	are	required	to	give	the	police	the
information	they	need	to	complete	an	accident	report.The	Police	Can	Look	in	Your	Windows:The	police	are	allowed	to	look	in	the	windows	of	your	vehicle	and	at	night	they	can	use	a	flashlight	to	help	them	see.The	Police	Cannot	Demand	to	Search	Your	Vehicle	if	Theyve	Stopped	You	(or	at	any	time):You	have	a	right	to	refuse	to	let	the	police	search
your	vehicle.	You	are	not	require	to	agree.	You	can	insist	on	speaking	to	a	lawyer	before	you	decide	whether	or	not	to	let	the	police	search	your	vehicle.However,	if	the	police	have	reasonable	grounds	to	believe	there	is	evidence	of	a	crime	in	the	vehicle	and	that	the	evidence	could	be	removed	or	destroyed	if	they	waited	for	a	search	warrant,	they	can
demand	to	search	your	vehicle.	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of
advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Skip	to	content	While	youre	driving	in	Ontario,	Canada,	the	police	can	stop	you,	or	pull	you	over,	in	two	situations:If	they	are	investigating	a
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breath	test.	They	can	pull	you	over	for	this,	even	if	they	dont	have	any	reason	to	suspect	youve	been	dinking	alcohol.Depending	on	the	results	of	the	breath	test,	the	police	may	suspend	your	drivers	license	and	take	away	your	vehicle.If	the	police	believe	youve	been	drinking	alcohol	within	three	hours	of	driving	they	can	demand	that	you	perform	a
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more	sensitive	and	reliable	test	which	reads	your	blood	alcohol	level.In	Ontario,	Canada,	you	do	not	have	the	right	to	refuse	a	breathalayzer	test	at	the	police	station.You	Have	the	Right	to	Remain	Silent:If	the	police	have	stopped	you	while	driving,	you	do	not	have	to	answer	any	questions	the	police	ask	you,	unless	you	have	been	in	a	motor	vehicle
accident.	You	are	required	to	give	the	police	the	information	they	need	to	complete	an	accident	report.The	Police	Can	Look	in	Your	Windows:The	police	are	allowed	to	look	in	the	windows	of	your	vehicle	and	at	night	they	can	use	a	flashlight	to	help	them	see.The	Police	Cannot	Demand	to	Search	Your	Vehicle	if	Theyve	Stopped	You	(or	at	any	time):You
have	a	right	to	refuse	to	let	the	police	search	your	vehicle.	You	are	not	require	to	agree.	You	can	insist	on	speaking	to	a	lawyer	before	you	decide	whether	or	not	to	let	the	police	search	your	vehicle.However,	if	the	police	have	reasonable	grounds	to	believe	there	is	evidence	of	a	crime	in	the	vehicle	and	that	the	evidence	could	be	removed	or	destroyed
if	they	waited	for	a	search	warrant,	they	can	demand	to	search	your	vehicle.	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and
advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	People	may	be	surprised	that,	unlike	in	the	United	States,	police	in	Ontario	have	additional
authority	with	regards	to	performing	a	roadside	stop.	Many	people	in	Ontario	are	misinformed	and	get	themselves	in	to	unnecessary	trouble	by	to	refusing	to	cooperate	with	officers	when	they	have	been	pulled	over	for	no	apparent	traffic	offence.	Just	because	no	offence	was	witnessed	by	an	officer,	they	still	may	have	the	right	to	pull	you	over	in
Ontario	so	long	as	one	of	three	inquiries	is	made.Legislation	passed	in	1990	in	the	Supreme	Court	ruled	that	police	may	conduct	a	roadside	stop	if	they	are	checking	for	either	a	drivers	licence,	vehicle	registration	or	proof	of	insurance.	In	addition,	police	have	the	right	to	pull	you	over	for	a	random	sobriety	check,	in	which	fitness	of	the	driver	is
quickly	gauged.	Police	may	also	reserve	the	right	to	pull	you	over	if	your	vehicle	is	mechanically	unfit	to	be	on	public	roads.	Things	such	as	burnt	out	taillights	and	headlights	are	always	grounds	for	a	stop.	Rule	5-4	of	the	Canadian	Criminal	Code	states	that	driver	rights	are	not	violated	in	the	Charter	of	Rights	and	Freedoms	in	any	of	these	scenarios.
It	is	important	to	always	remember	that	once	you	have	been	pulled	over	for	any	reason,	you	have	the	right	to	refuse	questions	from	an	officer,	although	many	times	cooperation	will	lead	to	reduced	punishments	or	a	warning.The	most	common	reason	people	are	pulled	over	in	Ontario	is	due	to	traffic	violations	and	/	or	erratic	driving.	If	an	officer	sees
you	commit	any	sort	of	traffic	violation,	from	speeding,	failure	to	signal,	to	rolling	a	stop	sign,	he	or	she	now	has	reasonable	grounds	to	pull	you	over	and	conduct	a	vehicle	search	or	sobriety	/	breath	test	on	the	driver.	Being	pulled	over	for	a	traffic	offence	is	usually	what	precedes	any	larger	criminal	charge	that	will	be	filed	on	the	driver.	A	great
example	is	how	a	massive	portion	of	DUI	cases	involve	the	driver	being	pulled	over	after	the	officer	has	witnessed	erratic	driving	or	a	minor	traffic	offence.	It	is	tremendously	important	to	pull	over	as	soon	and	safely	as	possible	once	an	officer	has	begun	their	traffic	stop	on	you.	Failing	to	stop	for	a	police	officer	can	result	in	fines	between	$1,000	and
$10,000	or	a	stay	of	6	months	in	jail,	as	well	as	a	permanent	criminal	record.If	you	have	been	pulled	over	and	charged	with	a	criminal	offence,	there	is	still	a	chance	of	proving	your	innocence	to	a	judge.	Factors	like	conflating	police	statements,	dashcam	footage,	traffic	light	cams,	body	cams,	and	CCTV	footage	can	provide	enough	evidence	to	suggest
the	officer	was	not	truthful	about	your	stop,	and	your	rights	were	violated.	These	are	only	a	few	sources	of	evidence	experienced	DUI	lawyers	can	apply	when	developing	their	clients	defence,	with	a	wide	range	of	possibilities	always	available.If	you	have	been	pulled	over	and	charged	with	a	criminal	offence,	but	feel	your	rights	were	violated	in	the
process,	do	not	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	one	of	our	DUI	law	offices	in	Southern	Ontario	for	a	free	30	minute	consultation	about	your	case.	Remember,	do	not	settle	for	a	guilty	plea	and	a	permanent	criminal	record	when	you	can	fight	the	charges!	There	are	several	reasons	why	the	police	may	want	to	stop	you,	so	today,	we	will	look	at	some	of	these
reasons,	what	to	do,	and	the	limitations	of	what	the	police	are	allowed	to	do.	In	Canada,	the	police	have	the	legal	authority	to	stop	individuals	on	the	belief	they	are	committing,	have	recently	committed,	or	are	about	to	commit	an	offence.	However,	section	9	of	the	Canadian	Charter	of	Rights	guarantees	the	right	to	be	free	from	arbitrary	detention	and
arrest.	Its	purpose	is	to	protect	individuals	from	unjustified	police	interference.In	interpreting	the	breadth	of	the	authority	of	the	police	to	stop	drivers	under	the	Highway	Traffic	Act	(HTA),	courts	have	historically	expressed	concern	that	the	allowance	of	too	broad	a	discretion	could	lead	to	abuse.	In	particular,	an	HTA	violation	can	easily	be	alleged	to
mask	a	detention	that	was,	in	fact,	based	on	improper	or	unlawful	motives.	For	example,	choosing	to	stop	the	younger	driver	over	the	older	one,	the	owner	of	an	older	or	cheaper	car	over	the	one	who	drives	a	more	expensive	or	a	more	commonly	driven	car;	or,	a	person	who	is	a	member	of	a	visible	minority	group.As	a	result,	the	law	imposes	strict
limitations	on	the	police	authority	to	ensure	that	routine	traffic	stops	do	not	trench	on	individual	rights.	Lawful	highway	traffic	investigation	will	follow	into	the	following	categories:checking	the	drivers	licence	and	insurance;mechanical	fitness	of	the	vehicle;the	sobriety	of	the	driver;	and,a	violation	of	high	traffic	laws,	such	as	speeding	A	vehicle	that
is	stopped	for	highway	traffic	investigation	may	be	detained	for	a	reasonable	length	of	time	to	carry	out	their	investigations,	but	it	must	relate	to	the	purpose	for	the	lawful	stop.	Once	stopped,	the	only	questions	that	may	justifiably	be	asked	are	those	related	to	driving	offences.	Any	further,	more	intrusive	procedures	could	only	be	undertaken	based
upon	reasonable	and	probable	grounds.	As	stated	by	the	Supreme	Court	of	Canada,	Random	stop	programs	must	not	be	turned	into	a	means	of	conducting	either	an	unfounded	general	inquisition	or	an	unreasonable	search.Where	a	stop	is	found	to	be	unlawful,	the	evidence	from	the	stop	could	well	be	excluded	under	s.	24(2)	of	the	Charter	of	Rights
and	Freedoms.Where	a	stop	is	initiated	pursuant	to	the	HTA,	the	police	are	not	precluded	from	conducting	a	simultaneous	criminal	investigation,	provided	they	have	sufficient	grounds	to	do	so.	For	example,	if	a	police	officer	stops	a	vehicle	for	an	HTA	infraction	and	in	speaking	to	the	driver	detects	the	odour	of	alcohol,	the	authority	to	commence	an
impaired	driving	investigation	is	obvious.However,	importantly,	a	highway	traffic	act	concern	cannot	be	used	as	a	pretext,	ruse,	or	subterfuge	to	conduct	a	criminal	investigation.	In	plain	language,	the	police	cannot	pretend	to	stop	the	vehicle	for	highway	traffic	purposes	(such	as	to	check	its	mechanical	fitness	or	whether	the	driver	is	licensed)	when
the	real	reason	is	simply	to	inquire	whether	its	occupants	are	up	to	no	good.It	would	clearly	violate	s.	9	of	the	Charter	to	use	Highway	Traffic	Act	grounds	as	a	mere	ruse	or	pretext	for	a	broad	and	unfounded	criminal	investigation.That	was	the	issue	in	my	recent	Superior	Court	of	Justice	case	of	R.	v.	R.A.	In	this	decision,	the	police	were	on	general
patrol	when	they	stopped	my	clients	vehicle	for	having	a	tinted	license	plate	cover.	A	search	of	the	vehicle	lead	to	the	discovery	of	a	firearm	under	the	seat	where	R.A.	was	sitting.	Cross-examination	of	the	officers	exposed	repeated	material	inconsistencies	between	their	evidence	and	their	live	body	worn	cameras.	In	the	end,	the	trial	judge	accepted
our	argument,	finding	that	the	police	officers	were	neither	credible	or	reliable,	and	that	the	stop	of	the	vehicle	was	in	fact	a	ruse	to	conduct	a	criminal	investigation.	The	court	found	multiple	breaches	of	R.A.s	constitutional	rights	(right	to	counsel	under	s.10(b);	detention	under	s.	9,	and	search	under	s.	8),	resulting	in	the	firearm	being	excluded	from
evidence	and	the	ultimate	dismissal	of	all	charges.As	this	case	exemplifies,	while	the	police	power	to	investigate	highway	traffic	act	matters	is	broad,	it	is	not	endless.	The	police	cannot	use	traffic	stops	to	engage	in	fishing	expeditions	to	determine	whether	drivers	or	passengers	are	engaged	in	general	criminal	conduct.	If	the	police	do	so,	they	have
crossed	the	line,	resulting	in	a	breach	of	your	Charter	rights.	When	the	police	signal	you	to	pull	over,	slow	down	and	look	for	the	closest	safe	place.	If	safe	spots	are	limited,	slow	down	further	and	turn	on	your	emergency	flashers	to	show	the	officer	you	are	doing	your	best	to	comply.After	stopping,	turn	off	your	engine,	as	the	officer	would	likely	ask
you	to	turn	it	off	anyway.If	the	stop	happens	at	night,	turn	on	the	interior	overhead	light	to	give	visibility	inside	the	vehicle.All	passengers	should	remain	in	the	vehicle	unless	there	is	a	legitimate	reason	to	exit.Roll	down	the	window	and	await	the	officer	to	attend.	As	the	driver	of	the	vehicle,	you	are	required	to	identify	yourself	and	provide	the
necessary	driver	documents	(drivers	license,	ownership	and	insurance).Even	if	you	disagree	with	the	reasons	for	the	stop,	engage	with	the	officer	in	a	respectful	manner.	Nothing	is	to	be	gained	from	being	rude	or	offensive.	Put	another	way,	yelling	and	screaming	will	not	get	you	away	from	a	traffic	ticket,	but	being	polite	just	might!	Remember	that
based	on	the	Canadian	Charter	of	Rights	and	Freedoms;	you	have	distinct	rights	that	police	are	obliged	to	abide	by	if	they	pull	you	over.	These	rights	include:Right	to	Know	the	Reason	for	the	Stop	generally,	police	are	trained	to	advise	drivers	of	the	reason	behind	a	stop,	but	if	they	dont,	they	must	provide	you	with	the	reason	for	the	stop	if
asked.Right	to	Privacy	police	must	have	a	warrant,	consent,	or	a	reasonable	belief	that	you	or	the	vehicle	possesses	evidence	of	a	crime	to	lawfully	search	you	or	your	vehicle.	If	a	judge	deems	the	search	to	be	unreasonable,	a	judge	could	declare	the	search	unlawful	and	disallow	any	evidence	obtained	in	this	search.Right	to	Be	Informed	of	the	Charges
if	you	are	being	detained,	the	police	must	tell	you	what	charges	you	are	facing	and	inform	you	of	your	right	to	consult	a	lawyer.Right	to	Record	Your	Interaction	with	Police	you	have	the	right	to	record	your	interaction	with	the	police;	however,	you	must	ensure	you	are	not	interfering	with	the	police	officers	performance	of	their	duty.If	you	get	pulled
over	by	police	in	Ontario	while	facing	kidnapping	charges,	stay	calm	and	respectful.	Follow	their	instructions	and	provide	necessary	identification.	Its	crucial	to	contact	a	bail	lawyer	immediately	to	discuss	your	legal	options	and	ensure	your	rights	are	protected	during	this	challenging	time.Speak	With	a	Lawyer	Today	If	police	have	stopped	you	and
have	been	charged	with	an	offence,	contact	the	experienced	criminal	lawyers	of	Fedorowicz	Law	today	for	legal	advice.	Richard	Fedorowicz	has	over	20	years	of	experience	in	criminal	defence	and	a	proven	track	record	of	success.	He	will	fully	assess	any	elements	of	a	criminal	case	that	could	help	the	most	effective	defence	for	each	of	his	Greater
Toronto	Area	clients.Call	Fedorowicz	Law	today	at	249-266-4222	or	fill	out	our	convenient	online	form	to	learn	how	we	can	help	you	with	your	criminal	defence	in	Toronto!	The	Ontario	Provincial	Police	is	offering	tips	for	people	who	suspect	they	may	be	pulled	over	by	an	unmarked	car	after	a	number	of	local	incidents	File	photo	The	Ontario	Provincial
Police	is	offering	tips	for	people	who	suspect	they	may	be	pulled	over	by	an	unmarked	car	after	a	number	of	local	incidents	were	reported	of	a	person	or	persons	impersonating	a	police	officer	and	pulling	people	over.	The	OPP	West	Region	tweeted	out	the	following	tips	on	Friday:	Slow	down,	drive	in	a	safe	manner	to	the	nearest	well-lit,	populated
area.	If	this	is	not	possible,	do	the	following:	Lock	all	doors,	pull	over	safely	and	leave	your	car	running	If	you	have	a	cell	phone,	take	it	out	immediately	and	in	full	view	of	the	person	who	has	pulled	you	over	and	call	911	Calmly	give	the	911	dispatcher	your	location	and	express	your	concern	Ask	the	dispatcher	if	they	have	had	any	communication	with
an	officer	about	a	stop	in	your	area	and	ask	them	to	relay	your	concerns	to	that	officer	As	they	approach,	roll	your	window	down	an	inch	or	less	and	ask	to	see	the	officers	badge	and	warrant	card	Look	for	inconsistencies	in	the	officers	uniform.	Uniform	police	officers	wear	police	service	insignia	and	have	strict	dress	code	standards.	All	officers	should
be	able	to	provide	you	with	the	name	of	their	service	and	detachment,	badge	number	and	rank	If	you	remain	uncertain	that	the	person	who	pulled	you	over	is	a	police	officer,	ask	him/her	if	you	can	proceed	to	a	more	populated	area.	If	he/she	agrees,	tell	the	911	dispatcher	where	you	are	heading	to	and	proceed	On	Thursday,	Wellington	County	Police
announced	that	a	Puslinch	man	has	been	charged	with	impersonating	a	peace	officer	after	an	April	22	incident	in	which	he	allegedly	stopped,	a	family	who	were	riding	bicycles,	in	an	unmarked	vehicle	with	flashing	lights	and	a	loudspeaker.	Wellington	County	OPP	was	also	seeking	information	after	a	man	wearing	a	ballistic	vest	with	the	word	POLICE
on	it	allegedly	pulled	over	another	vehicle	and	demanded	proof	they	were	an	essential	worker.	The	OPP	said	that	is	not	something	they	do.	The	man	in	that	incident	was	described	as	male	caucasian,	30	to	40	years	old	with	short	dark	hair	in	a	brush	cut	driving	a	black	four-door	sedan,	possibly	a	Ford	Fusion	or	Ford	Taurus,	with	a	blue	strobe	light	on
the	dash.	The	police	have	the	legal	right	to	stop	a	car	at	any	time	for	the	purpose	of	checking	certain	things,	such	as	whether	the:driver	has	consumed	alcohol	or	drugs,driver	has	a	valid	drivers	licence,driver	has	valid	car	insurance,car	is	mechanically	fit	to	be	driven,	etc.The	police	do	not	have	to	suspect	that	a	driver	is	impaired	before	they	stop	a
vehicle.	In	fact,	the	police	have	the	legal	right	to	conduct	random	spot	checks	for	impaired	drivers,	and	they	have	the	right	to	pull	any	car	over	at	a	RIDE	(Reduce	Impaired	Driving	Everywhere)	program	check	point.Responding	to	police	questionsOnce	the	police	have	stopped	you,	they	have	the	right	to	ask	you	a	number	of	questions,	including
whether	you	have	consumed	any	alcohol	or	drugs.	Although	you	do	not	have	to	answer	these	questions,	it	is	advisable	to	co-operate	with	the	police.Taking	a	roadside	testRefusing	to	respond	to	police	questioning	may	lead	them	to	suspect	that	you	may	be	impaired	and	they	may	then	demand	that	you	provide	the	following	tests	or	sample:perform	a
Standardized	Field	Sobriety	Test	(SFST),take	a	roadside	breath-screening	test,	orprovide	an	oral	fluid	sample.It	is	a	criminal	offence	to	refuse	to	provide	a	roadside	breath	test	or	oral	fluid	sample,	or	perform	a	SFST,	and	you	do	not	have	the	right	to	consult	with	a	lawyer	first.If	you	have	been	charged	with	a	criminal	offence,	it	is	important	to	hire	an
experienced	criminal	defence	lawyer	as	soon	as	possible.Failing	a	roadside	testFailing	one	or	more	of	the	roadside	testsSFST,	breath	test,	or	oral	fluid	testcan	result	in	being	charged	under	the	Criminal	Code.	If	the	driver	fails	any	of	these	roadside	tests,	they	may	be	arrested	and	taken	to	a	police	station	or	medical	facility	for	further	testing.	However,
before	taking	further	tests	and	or	providing	samples	at	the	police	station,	youdohave	the	right	to	consult	with	a	lawyer.For	information	on	cannabis-impaired	driving,	refer	to	our	Cannabis	Law	and	Driving	section.It	is	important	to	note	that	you	can	be	charged	for	more	than	onecriminalimpaired	driving	offence	at	the	same	time,	such	as:impaired
driving,dangerous	driving,criminal	negligence,	andexceeding	the	legal	blood-alcohol,	orblood-drug	concentrationlimit.The	Crown	prosecutor	will	decide	which	offence	to	prosecute	(take	to	trial),	based	on	the	evidence	and	particular	circumstances	of	the	individual	situation.Get	HelpIf	you	have	a	criminal	record	and	want	to	erase	it,	call	toll-free	1-888-
808-3628	or	learn	more	at	Pardon	Partners.	Its	easier	than	you	think.If	you	have	been	charged	with	a	driving	offence,	it	is	important	to	hire	an	experienced	criminal	defence	lawyer	as	soon	as	possible.	Contact	our	preferred	criminal	defence	expert,	Calvin	Barry	Criminal	Lawyers	for	a	free	consultation	at	1-866-961-4963	.	If	you	get	pulled	over	by	a
police	officer	in	Canada,	it	is	necessary	to	know	what	to	do	to	ensure	a	safe	and	trouble-free	encounter.	Following	are	the	steps	to	take:Pull	over	safely:	When	you	see	the	police	car	behind	you	with	flashing	lights,	pull	to	the	side	of	the	road	safely.	Signal	and	come	to	a	full	stop.Remain	composed:	Take	a	deep	breath	and	try	to	keep	your	cool.	Being
pulled	over	is	a	tense	moment,	but	you	should	try	to	keep	your	wits	about	you.Switch	off	engine:	Switch	off	your	engine	and	roll	down	your	window.Wait	until	the	officer	comes	to	your	vehicle	and	do	as	they	instruct.	If	they	ask	you	to	step	out	of	the	car,	do	so.	If	they	ask	to	see	your	license,	registration,	and	proof	of	insurance,	provide	them.	If	they
have	a	question,	answer	it	honestly	and	respectfully.Dont	admit	guilt:	Remember	that	you	have	the	right	to	remain	silent	and	not	self-incriminate.	If	the	officer	accuses	you	of	breaking	the	law,	you	can	deny	the	accusation	and	wait	for	a	lawyer	if	necessary.Be	polite	and	respectful	to	the	officer,	even	if	you	disagree	with	what	they	are	doing.	Yelling,
being	confrontational,	or	threatening	will	only	make	things	worse	and	result	in	more	charges.Take	note	of	the	badge	number	and	the	officers	name:	In	case	you	feel	you	have	been	unfairly	treated	by	an	officer,	you	can	file	a	complaint	later.	Take	note	of	the	badge	number	and	the	officers	name	so	you	can	reference	them	later.Get	a	ticket	or	warning:
The	officer	will	give	you	a	ticket	or	warning,	depending	on	why	you	have	been	pulled	over.	If	you	receive	a	ticket,	you	can	contest	it	in	court	if	you	believe	it	was	issued	incorrectly.One	must	keep	in	mind	that	provinces	and	territories	in	Canada	have	their	own	individual	laws	and	procedures,	and	therefore	it	is	advisable	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the
specific	regulations	in	your	area.Yes,	a	police	officer	can	pull	you	over	without	a	reason	in	Canada.Canadian	police	officers	are	permitted	to	stop	and	detain	an	individual	if	they	have	reasonable	grounds	to	suspect	that	an	individual	has	committed,	is	likely	to	commit,	or	is	in	the	process	of	committing	an	offense.	This	means	that	an	officer	cannot	stop
you	without	a	reason.But	occasionally	an	officer	will	pull	you	over	to	do	a	routine	check	or	to	test	for	sobriety.	An	officer	may	pull	you	over	to	do	a	routine	traffic	stop	to	verify	that	you	have	a	valid	drivers	license,	registration,	and	insurance,	or	to	give	you	a	sobriety	test	if	they	suspect	you	are	under	the	influence	of	drugs	or	alcohol.You	should	keep	in
mind	that	even	if	an	officer	stops	you	during	a	routine	stop,	they	have	to	have	a	valid	reason	to	do	so.	If	you	feel	that	an	officer	stopped	you	without	reasonable	grounds,	you	can	file	a	complaint	to	the	authorities.In	most	cases,	it	is	advisable	to	cooperate	with	the	police,	follow	their	instructions,	and	provide	the	documentation	required.	If,	though,	you
feel	an	officer	is	being	unreasonable,	it	is	worth	getting	an	attorney	or	reporting	a	complaint	to	the	appropriate	authorities.Your	Rights	When	Pulled	Over	By	PoliceAs	a	Canadian,	you	have	certain	rights	when	you	are	stopped	by	the	police.	Some	of	the	most	significant	rights	you	should	be	aware	of	are:You	have	a	right	to	remain	silent	and	not	answer
any	questions	posed	by	the	police.	You	do	not	have	to	answer	questions	about	where	you	are	coming	from,	where	you	are	going,	and	what	you	have	been	doing.You	have	the	right	to	speak	with	an	attorney	first,	before	being	questioned.	If	you	cannot	afford	an	attorney,	one	will	be	appointed	to	you.Right	to	ask	to	see	their	ID:	You	have	the	right	to
request	to	be	shown	their	ID	and	badge	number	from	the	police	officer.Right	to	be	informed	why	you	are	being	stopped:	You	have	the	right	to	inquire	why	you	are	being	stopped.Right	to	privacy:	Police	cannot	search	you	or	your	vehicle	unless	they	have	permission	from	you	or	a	warrant.	They	can,	however,	conduct	a	pat-down	search	if	they	have	a
reasonable	suspicion	that	you	have	a	weapon.Right	to	record	the	interaction:	In	most	cases,	you	have	the	right	to	record	the	interaction	with	the	police	officer	if	you	are	not	obstructing	their	work.	You	should	remember	that	although	you	do	have	these	rights,	it	is	generally	best	to	be	cooperative	and	courteous	with	the	police.	If	you	feel	that	your
rights	have	been	breached,	you	can	lodge	a	complaint	with	the	appropriate	authorities	or	speak	to	an	attorney.Yes,	in	Canada,	you	can	record	police.It	is	generally	allowed	in	Canada	to	videotape	or	audio	record	police	officers	during	a	pullover	as	long	as	you	are	not	interfering	with	their	duties.	Nevertheless,	as	I	mentioned,	you	need	to	be	aware	of
the	specific	rules	and	limitations	on	recording	police	in	your	province	or	territory.If	you	do	decide	to	videotape	a	police	officer	during	a	pullover,	make	sure	to	do	so	in	a	polite	and	non-confrontational	manner	and	not	to	interfere	with	the	work	the	officer	is	performing.	And	keep	in	mind	that	there	are	police	officers	out	there	who	do	not	want	to	be
taped	and	there	is	a	likelihood	they	will	ask	you	to	stop	or	try	to	take	away	your	videotaping	equipment.It	is	best	to	be	prepared	and	know	your	rights	beforehand	before	recording	a	police	interaction,	and	to	be	aware	of	any	potential	consequences	that	may	come	from	doing	so.What	to	do	(and	not	do)	when	youre	pulled	overHere	are	a	few	dos	and
donts	to	keep	in	mind	if	you	are	pulled	over	by	the	police:Do:Pull	over	safely	and	as	quickly	as	possible.	If	youre	not	sure	where	to	stop,	turn	on	your	hazard	lights	to	signal	to	the	police	officer	that	youre	looking	for	a	safe	location.Be	polite	and	composed.	Remember,	the	police	officer	is	just	doing	their	job,	and	being	confrontational	or	argumentative
will	only	make	things	worse.Keep	your	hands	in	plain	sight	on	the	steering	wheel.	This	will	put	the	police	officer	more	at	ease	and	avoid	any	misunderstandings.Obey	the	police	officers	instructions.	If	they	ask	to	see	your	license,	registration,	and	proof	of	insurance,	provide	it	as	quickly	as	possible.Ask	them	to	repeat	if	you	do	not	get	it.	If	the	police
officer	states	something	or	acts	in	a	way	that	confuses	you,	ask	them	to	explain	nicely.DontDo	not	panic	or	try	to	flee.	This	will	escalate	the	danger	to	everyone	involved.Dont	argue	or	excuse.	Regardless	of	if	you	feel	the	police	officer	is	in	the	wrong,	to	argue	or	excuse	will	only	make	matters	worse.Never	extend	your	arm	without	permission.	Wait
until	the	police	officer	requests	that	you	give	them	your	license,	registration,	and	proof	of	insurance	and	only	extend	your	arm.Avoid	lying	or	providing	false	information.	This	could	lead	to	more	legal	trouble	later.Never	give	permission	to	be	searched	without	a	warrant.	If	the	police	officer	asks	to	search	your	vehicle	or	body,	you	may	decline	unless
they	have	a	warrant.Keep	in	mind	that	a	police	pull-over	is	a	tense	situation,	but	by	being	calm	and	being	respectful,	you	can	help	make	it	a	safe	and	brief	interaction	between	you	and	the	police	officer.	Do	I	have	to	roll	down	my	window	for	a	cop	in	Canada?	Yes,	when	you	are	pulled	over	by	a	police	officer	in	Canada,	you	are	required	to	roll	down	your
window	to	talk	to	the	police	officer.This	is	so	that	there	is	clear	communication	and	so	that	both	you	and	the	police	officer	will	be	safe.	The	police	officer	might	also	need	to	see	your	face	and	any	potential	signs	of	impairment	or	distress,	and	these	might	not	be	apparent	if	the	window	is	rolled	up	completely.	You	need	to	follow	the	police	officers
instructions	and	cooperate	with	the	police	officer	during	the	stop.

Do	you	have	to	pull	over	for	an	unmarked	police	car	in	canada.	Unmarked	police	car	ontario.	Can	an	unmarked	police	car	pull	you	over.	Ontario	unmarked	police	car	laws.	Unmarked	police	car	laws	canada.


