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Rules	in	a	classroom

Designed	by	Chris	These	classroom	rules	charts	are	designed	for	you	to	print,	fill-in,	and	customize	as	you	see	fit.	Work	with	your	students	in	your	class	to	come	up	with	positive	and	inclusive	class	rules	that	help	make	your	classroom	a	safe	and	inclusive	environment.	Then,	fill-in	the	class	rules	charts	with	the	rules	you	come	up	with!	Some
recommended	class	rules	to	include	in	your	charts	include:	Safety:	Focus	on	promoting	safe	behaviors	by	setting	rules	such	as	“walking	only	in	the	classroom”,	“wait	for	the	teacher	before	entering	the	room”,	and	“wear	covered	shoes	in	the	lab	at	all	times”.	High	Expectations:	Set	rules	around	doing	your	best,	with	a	focus	on	putting	maximum	effort
into	everything	you	do,	focusing	on	personal	best	rather	than	perfection,	or	striving	to	be	the	best	version	of	yourself.	Respect	and	Kindness:	This	category	of	rules	revolve	around	creating	a	peaceful,	happy,	inclusive,	and	welcoming	classroom.	Rules	might	include	“thank	people	who	helped	you”,	“seek	ways	to	help	others	every	day”,	or	“find	ways	to
make	others	have	a	great	day!”	Maturity:	Your	rules	might	focus	on	students	demonstrating	maturity	and	professionalism,	such	as	listening	to	the	person	who	is	speaking	or	maintaining	focus	on	the	tasks	at	hand,	at	all	times.	Cleanliness:	You	may	also	want	to	set	rules	around	making	sure	a	student’s	space	is	kept	clean	and	tidy	at	all	times,	which
brings	us	back	to	safety	–	cleanliness	is	about	making	sure	people	don’t	trip	on	anything!	But	it’s	also	about	making	sure	students	can	access	their	books	and	pens	at	all	times	and	are	generally	organized,	which	is	conducive	to	good	working	practices.	That’s	just	a	shortlist	of	the	many	hundreds	of	different	rules	you	could	come	up	with.	It	all	depends
on	the	age	of	your	students,	the	class	dynamic,	the	subjects	you	study,	and	so	on.	When	you	print	these	charts,	make	sure	you	select	the	“shrink	to	fit”	option	to	ensure	no	parts	of	the	sheets	are	cut-off.	License	and	Terms	of	Use:	All	printables	are	provided	for	non-commercial	personal	and	classroom	use	only,	not	for	resale	or	distribution.	All	rights
reserved.	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	Designed	by	Chris	I	hope	you	found	a	chart	you	like!	Feel	free	to	print	it	out,	laminate	it,	add	your	rules,	and	proudly	hang	it	around	your	classroom!	Are	you	struggling	to
manage	a	classroom	full	of	naughty	kids	or	students?	Do	you	find	it	challenging	to	maintain	discipline	and	engagement?	You	are	not	the	only	teacher	who	is	facing	this.	Don’t	worry;	we	have	a	solution	for	it.	And	this	article	is	especially	for	teachers	like	you	who	are	struggling	with	classroom	management.		In	this	article,	we	have	listed	the	top
classroom	rules	for	students	that	you	can	implement	to	perform	your	teaching	task	without	any	disruptions.	Strict	Classroom	Rules	are	necessary	for	better	classroom	management	and	a	suitable	learning	environment.	They	help	both	teachers	and	students	effectively	engage	in	lessons	while	maintaining	discipline	and	order.	In	addition	to	30	class
rules,	we	will	share	some	tips	with	you	that	will	help	you	implement	classroom	rules.		Classroom	rules	are	agreed-upon	principles	that	set	behavioral	standards	within	an	educational	environment.	They	act	as	a	framework	that	guides	student	conduct	and	fosters	respect,	engagement,	and	safety.		Classroom	rules	are	essential	for	maintaining	student
behavior	and	ensuring	that	all	students	can	learn	without	any	problems.	They	help	create	an	environment	where	everyone	feels	valued	and	focused.	Here	are	30	classroom	rules	for	students	that	you	should	start	implementing	so	you	can	manage	your	classroom	easily.		Be	respectful	to	teachers	and	classmates.	Raise	your	hand	before	speaking.	Follow
instructions	the	first	time	they	are	given.	Do	not	disrupt	the	class.	Always	be	on	time	Listen	when	others	are	speaking.	Keep	your	hands	and	feet	to	yourself.	Respect	personal	and	school	property.	Wear	Uniform	Submit	assignments	and	homework	on	time.	Be	honest;	avoid	any	form	of	cheating.	Walk,	do	not	run,	in	the	classroom.	Dress	appropriately
for	virtual	classes.	Use	kind	and	polite	language	at	all	times.	Participate	actively	in	class	discussions.	Treat	classroom	equipment	with	care.	Contribute	ideas	during	group	work.	Take	responsibility	for	your	actions.	Keep	your	desk	and	surrounding	area	clean.	Bring	all	required	materials	to	class.	Follow	proper	entry	and	exit	procedures.	Maintain
appropriate	noise	levels.	Follow	safety	protocols	during	lessons.	Use	equipment	properly.	Follow	classroom-specific	guidelines.	Mute	your	microphone	when	not	speaking.	Participate	respectfully	in	online	discussions.	Keep	your	camera	on	unless	instructed	otherwise.	Participate	in	all	classroom	activities.	Ask	questions	when	you	need	clarification.	All
the	above-listed	class	rules	for	students	are	simple,	effective,	and	practical,	but	at	the	same	time,	they	are	challenging	to	implement.	You	and	your	students	may	struggle	to	follow	all	the	rules;	therefore,	here	are	five	tips	that	will	help	you	implement	these	rules.		You	must	involve	your	students	in	the	rule-making	process.	This	creates	a	sense	of
ownership	and	accountability	in	students.	When	students	feel	that	they	have	contributed	to	something	important,	they	are	more	likely	to	follow	the	rules.		The	reward-and-punishment	method	is	one	of	the	most	effective	methods	for	getting	your	students	to	follow	the	rules.	Rewards	like	extra	playtime,	bookmarks,	and	homework	passes	will	motivate
students	to	follow	the	class	rules.		On	the	other	hand,	setting	clear	consequences	for	breaking	the	rules	will	help	students	understand	the	importance	of	classroom	rules	and	help	maintain	classroom	discipline.		You	don’t	need	to	implement	all	the	classroom	rules	for	students	from	day	one.	Go	slow	and	implement	rules	one	by	one;	there	is	no	need	to
rush.	Give	your	students	some	time	to	adjust	themselves	to	the	class	rules.	You	just	need	to	be	consistent	with	the	rules	because	you	will	not	see	results	on	the	very	first	day.	Also	Read5	Proven	Strategies	to	Improve	Discipline	in	School	Using	simple	visuals	like	posters,	slides,	or	handouts	with	classroom	rules	helps	students	remember	them.	These
visuals	make	rules	more	transparent	and	more	interesting,	especially	for	younger	kids.	Putting	these	reminders	around	the	classroom,	such	as	near	the	board	or	at	their	eye	level,	helps	students	stay	aware	of	the	rules	and	follow	them	easily	throughout	the	day.	Involving	parents	in	implementing	classroom	rules	for	students	could	be	a	bold	move.
Regularly	communicating	with	parents	and	letting	them	know	about	their	child’s	behavior	will	make	your	task	a	little	easier.	This	move	will	strengthen	the	connection	between	school	and	home.	You	can	use	emails,	social	media,	and	physical	meetings	to	better	communicate	with	parents.	Electronic	communication	would	be	easy,	affordable,	and
convenient	for	parents	and	you.	Classroom	rules	play	a	vital	role	in	the	classroom,	shaping	students’	behavior	positively.	Setting	classroom	rules	is	one	of	the	most	powerful	classroom	management	strategies.		Well-structured	rules	minimize	disruptions	and	automatically	create	a	suitable	environment	for	learning.	They	also	develop	students’	sense	of
security,	allowing	them	to	engage	in	classroom	activities	without	fear	and	hesitation.	All	these	things	result	in	students’	better	academic	performance.	For	educators	like	you,	classroom	rules	enable	you	to	teach	effectively	and	experiment	with	teaching	strategies.	They	will	allow	you	to	focus	on	teaching	instead	of	constantly	managing	students’
naughty	behavior	and	other	disruptions.		The	best	thing	about	setting	classroom	rules	for	students	is	that	it	teaches	essential	life	skills	like	discipline,	respect,	and	self-regulation	to	students.	Students	carry	these	values	beyond	school,	benefiting	them	in	higher	education	and	future	professional	settings.	Therefore,	every	classroom	must	have	rules	and
a	proper	system	to	effectively	implement	them.	In	the	long	run,	you	will	see	positive	results	in	students’	lives.	Maybe	that’s	why	teachers	are	known	as	the	architects	of	the	future.		For	right	implementation	of	classroom	rules,	you	will	need	right	tools	such	as		SENSES.	It	is	an	Intelligent	Interactive	Panel,	or	Smartboard	specially	designed	to	enhance
the	learning	experience.		SENSES	is	the	top	choice	of	over	8,000	educational	institutions	and	70,000	educators.	It	is	an	AI-powered	smartboard	that	can	significantly	improve	students’	engagement	and	make	education	much	more	interactive.		SENSES	can	help	you	visually	reinforce	class	rules	and	set	up	immediate	feedback	mechanisms,	making	your
tasks	easy.	Get	a	demo	scheduled	now	and	explore	the	advanced	capabilities	of	the	SENSES	smartboard.	Why	are	classroom	rules	important	for	students?	Classroom	rules	eliminate	distractions,	so	students	have	a	well-organized	classroom.	This	enables	them	to	achieve	a	better	engagement	level,	quality	academic	work,	and	a	highly	revered
atmosphere	that	benefits	the	students	as	well	as	the	teachers	What	are	some	standard	classroom	rules	that	promote	a	positive	learning	environment?	Some	standard	classroom	rules	are	raising	hands	before	responding,	listening	attentively,	submitting	assignments	on	time,	and	being	active.	These	rules	encourage	a	collaborative	environment	where
students	are	considered	important	and	involved.	What	should	teachers	do	when	a	student	breaks	classroom	rules?	Teachers	should	address	rule-breaking	promptly	with	fair	and	consistent	consequences,	reminding	students	of	the	rules.	This	approach	helps	students	learn	from	their	mistakes	and	reinforces	the	importance	of	maintaining	respectful	and
disciplined	behavior.	Relationships	come	before	everything.	Building	a	positive	environment	in	individual	classrooms	and	throughout	your	whole	school	is	a	matter	of	cultivating	and	maintaining	relationships.	It	takes	commitment	and	consistency	from	the	whole	team—administrators,	teachers	and	support	staff.	You	can	make	it	happen,	though,	even
in	the	most	challenging	school	environments.	Here	are	eight	ways	for	improving	school	culture	based	on	the	Boys	Town	Education	Model,	which	has	helped	hundreds	of	troubled	schools	turn	their	school	culture	around.	1.	Build	strong	relationships	Your	success	at	creating	a	well-managed	school	depends	more	than	anything	else	on	the	quality	of	the
relationships	that	teachers	forge	with	students.	Staff-student	relationships	influence	everything—from	the	social	climate	to	the	individual	performances	of	your	students.	The	research	on	this	is	clear.	When	students	feel	liked	and	respected	by	their	teachers,	they	find	more	success	in	school,	academically	and	behaviorally.		Conversely,	when
interpersonal	relationships	are	weak	and	trust	is	lacking,	fear	and	failure	will	likely	start	to	define	school	culture.	Building	strong	relationships	needs	to	be	a	whole	school	priority.	How	do	you	do	it?	Teachers	need	to	have	time	to	talk	to	their	students	in	and	out	of	the	classroom.	The	goal	should	be	for	every	adult	in	the	building	to	maintain	a	high	rate
of	positive	interactions	with	students	and	to	show	genuine	interest	in	their	lives,	their	activities,	their	goals	and	their	struggles.	2.	Teach	essential	social	skills	How	to	share,	how	to	listen	to	others,	how	to	disagree	respectfully—these	are	the	kind	of	essential	social	skills	we	expect	our	students	to	have.	But	the	truth	is	they	may	not	have	learned	them.
Whether	it’s	1st	grade	or	11th	grade,	we	need	to	be	prepared	to	teach	appropriate	social	and	emotional	behaviors.	“You	can’t	hold	kids	accountable	for	something	you’ve	never	told	them,”	says	Erin	Green,	Director	of	National	Services	Operations	at	Boys	Town.	“Behavior	should	be	treated	like	academics,	and	students	should	be	taught	the	skills	they
need	to	execute	desired	behaviors.”	These	behaviors	and	values	include	honesty,	sensitivity,	concern	and	respect	for	others,	a	sense	of	humor,	reliability,	and	so	on.	Together	as	a	staff,	you	should	identify	the	social	skills	you	want	your	students	to	have	and	the	step-by-step	routines	to	teach	them.	3.	Get	on	the	same	page	Every	classroom	environment
contributes	to	your	school	culture.	Sometimes,	for	real	change	to	occur	with	students,	it’s	the	adults	who	have	to	change	first.	Together	as	a	staff,	you	need	to	create	a	shared	vision	of	your	school.	That	means	developing	consistent	school	rules	and	ways	of	defining	and	meeting	student	behavior.	When	students	believe	that	the	rules	are	fair	and
consistently	enforced,	it	goes	a	long	way	toward	building	trust.	Inappropriate	behavior	shouldn’t	be	laughed	off	in	one	classroom	and	punished	in	another.	4.	Be	role	models	At	school,	students	learn	by	watching	just	as	they	learn	by	doing.	Observing	the	actions	of	others	influences	how	they	respond	to	their	environment	and	cope	with	unfamiliar
situations.	Think	about	what	messages	your	staff’s	behavior	communicates.	For	example,	research	has	shown	that	when	a	student	is	rejected	by	peers,	the	rejection	is	more	likely	to	stop	if	the	teacher	models	warm	and	friendly	behavior	to	the	isolated	student.	The	opposite	is	also	true.	As	educators,	you	set	the	tone.	5.	Clarify	classroom	and	school
rules	Classroom	rules	communicate	your	expectations	to	your	students.	They	tell	students	“this	is	the	positive	environment	you	deserve.	This	is	the	standard	of	behavior	we	know	you	can	achieve.”	Positive	rules	help	create	a	predictable,	stable	environment	that	is	more	conducive	to	healthy	interactions.	Ideally,	classroom	rules	are	simple	and
declarative	(e.g.,	“Be	respectful	and	kind”).	And	they	don’t	need	to	address	every	possible	problem.	You	don’t	need	a	rule	about	gum	chewing	or	water	bottle	use,	for	instance—your	policies	on	these	issues	should	be	clear	from	your	overarching	expectations	for	good	behavior.	Most	important,	rules	need	to	be	consistent	across	the	building.	The	same
expectations	need	to	apply	in	the	classroom,	the	gym	and	the	cafeteria.	6.	Teach	all	students	problem	solving	Problems	will	always	come	up	inside	and	outside	of	school.	Students	are	much	more	likely	to	recognize	and	resolve	them	appropriately	when	we	teach	them	how	to	do	so.	Problem	solving	can	also	be	used	retrospectively	(with	the	luxury	of
hindsight)	to	help	students	make	better	decisions	in	the	future.	The	Boys	Town	Education	Model	uses	the	SODAS	method	to	teach	students	the	general	skill	of	problem	solving.	SODAS	is	an	acronym	for	the	following	steps:	S	–	Define	the	SITUATION.	O	–	Examine	OPTIONS	available	to	deal	with	the	problem.	D	–	Determine	the	DISADVANTAGES	of
each	option.	A	–	Determine	the	ADVANTAGES	of	each	option.	S	–	Decide	on	a	SOLUTION	and	practice.	7.	Set	appropriate	consequences	Establishing	classroom	and	school-wide	rules	and	procedures	is	an	important	step	in	any	effort	to	bring	more	structure	to	your	school.	But	of	course,	students	will	push	the	limits	and	you’ll	still	need	consequences.
Effective	consequences	show	young	people	the	connection	between	what	they	do	and	what	happens	as	a	result	of	their	choices	or	actions.	Consequences	need	to	be	appropriate,	immediate	and	consistent.	Equally	important,	they	need	to	be	delivered	with	empathy,	not	in	anger.	You	might	think	about	the	current	consequences	for	inappropriate
behaviors	and	how	their	connections	to	the	offenses	can	be	strengthened	where	necessary.	For	example,	having	a	student	serve	detention	for	misbehaving	on	the	bus	isn’t	necessarily	the	best	consequence.	Instead,	the	student	might	write	a	letter	of	apology	to	the	bus	driver	and	serve	as	“bus	monitor”	for	one	week.	You	might	even	consider
Restorative	Discipline	as	a	school-wide	program.	8.	Praise	students	for	good	choices	Kids	don’t	care	what	you	know	until	they	know	that	you	care.	Many	of	our	students,	especially	those	who	struggle,	don’t	receive	nearly	enough	positive	feedback	in	the	classroom	or	in	their	personal	lives.	“When	kids	are	taught	with	a	proactive,	praise-heavy
approach,	they	tend	to	do	better,”	says	Erin	Green	of	Boys	Town.	But	be	specific.	Generic,	overly	generalized	comments	such	as	“Good	job!”	don’t	really	help.	Complimenting	a	specific	behavior	(“Thanks	for	showing	respect	to	our	visiting	guest”),	on	the	other	hand,	reinforces	that	particular	behavior.	Challenge	your	whole	team	to	give	15
compliments	a	day,	or	25	or	even	40.	You	might	just	be	amazed	at	the	difference	it	makes.	Establishing	classroom	rules	with	your	students	early	on	is	imperative	for	creating	a	safe	and	productive	learning	environment.	By	creating	a	code	of	conduct	for	your	class,	you	provide	guidelines	for	everyday	behavior	and	set	expectations	for	your	students
that	will	ultimately	contribute	to	fostering	a	more	respectful	and	comfortable	classroom	for	everyone.	How	I	set	ground	rules	in	the	classroom	There	are	plenty	of	methods	out	there	for	setting	ground	rules.	If	you	want	to	establish	yourself	as	the	primary	authoritative	figure,	you	might	want	to	create	and	communicate	the	rules	yourself.	Personally,	I
find	classroom	rules	more	effective	when	everyone	has	a	stake	in	them.	In	my	first	classroom,	the	very	first	activity	I	did	with	my	students	was	to	create	a	“social	contract”	for	our	time	spent	in	class.	This	manifested	in	a	large	piece	of	paper	that	recorded	the	classroom	rules,	which	was	ultimately	displayed	at	the	front	of	the	classroom	for	the	rest	of
the	year.	The	students	and	myself	decided	on	what	rules	would	go	on	the	page	together,	and	we	all	signed	our	names	at	the	bottom	to	signify	our	agreement.	Now	that	I	teach	primarily	in	informal	spaces	like	museum	galleries,	I	do	this	verbally.	After	introducing	myself	and	outlining	the	day	ahead,	I	ask	my	students;	“What	rules	do	you	think	we
should	have	together	so	we	can	have	a	fun	and	safe	time	today?”	Students	generally	have	a	good	grip	on	the	rules	already,	so	they’re	eager	to	share	out	and	receive	positive	reinforcement	for	demonstrating	their	knowledge.	By	establishing	the	ground	rules	together,	both	students	and	teachers	have	a	personal	stake	in	their	enforcement.		Want	to
make	setting	or	reinforcing	rules	a	little	more	fun	for	younger	learners?	Try	singing	them!	My	favorite	classroom	rules	Remember,	classroom	rules	are	meant	to	keep	students	safe	and	the	learning	continuous	–	they	are	not	meant	to	establish	a	dictatorship	or	to	govern	students	based	on	your	personal	behavior	preferences.	That	said,	here	are	some
rules	that	I	find	most	effective,	and	that	students	generally	accept.		1)		Arrive	on	time	Nobody	likes	repeating	themselves	–	which	is	exactly	what	you’ll	end	up	doing	if	your	students	trickle	in	after	the	bell	and	routinely	ignore	the	class	start	time.	Not	only	is	it	disrespectful	to	you	and	the	students	who	are	eager	to	jump	into	the	lesson,	it	ultimately
takes	away	from	the	tardy	student’s	education.	Encourage	your	students	to	be	present	and	ready	to	learn	when	your	time	begins.		2)	Raise	your	hand	It’s	a	good	thing	when	your	students	have	questions	or	comments	–	but	constant	calling	out	makes	for	a	chaotic	environment,	and	may	even	make	quieter	students	feel	isolated.	Early	on,	let	your
students	know	that	you	want	to	hear	from	them	and	you	want	to	answer	their	questions,	but	they	should	indicate	that	quietly	and	wait	patiently	until	you’re	ready	to	call	on	them.	3)	One	mic	rule	This	is	crucial	for	me	when	I’m	teaching	in	a	gallery,	and	just	as	important	when	you’re	disseminating	information	in	your	classroom.	“One	mic”	means	that
only	one	voice	should	be	heard	at	a	time.	If	I’m	sharing	something,	that	should	be	me.	If	I	call	on	a	student	to	ask	or	answer	a	question,	it	should	be	them	–	there	should	be	no	other	competing	voices.		Using	a	prop	to	visually	indicate	whose	turn	it	is	to	speak	is	both	a	fun	and	effective	way	to	incorporate	this!		4)	Respect	others	This	goes	hand	in	hand
with	one	mic,	and	many	of	the	other	rules	on	this	list.	How	one	student	shows	respect	towards	another	may	differ	across	cultures	and	across	classrooms,	so	you	should	make	it	crystal	clear	what	that	means	in	your	classroom.	Ultimately,	it	means	that	all	students	should	feel	safe	and	comfortable.		5)	Respect	the	space	You	–	and	possibly	any	custodial
staff	at	your	school	–		work	hard	to	keep	your	classroom	in	tip	top	shape,	and	it’s	insulting	for	everyone	when	students	throw	their	trash	on	the	floor	or	treat	classroom	objects	without	care.	Remind	them	that	this	is	their	space,	too.	After	all,	how	would	they	feel	if	you	went	into	their	bedroom	and	trashed	it?		6)	Keep	your	hands	and	feet	to	yourself
Again,	a	very	important	one	in	a	museum	gallery!	Making	this	rule	broad	not	only	ensures	the	protection	of	the	objects	and	spaces	around	you,	it	also	protects	other	students.	This	obviously	means	no	hitting	or	kicking	others.		7)	Use	appropriate	language	Our	classroom	is	an	academic	setting	–	that	means	no	cursing	or	inappropriate	language.	The
language	we	use	sets	the	tone	for	the	environment,	so	make	sure	you’re	leading	by	example.	I	don’t	allow	cursing,	overly-gross	or	inappropriate	phrasing,	or	negative	self-speak	among	my	students.	8)	Come	prepared	This	means	that	the	student	is	responsible	for	bringing	whatever	they	need	for	a	successful	lesson.	A	pencil,	a	notebook,	last	night’s
homework	assignment,	etc.	This	will	differ	among	classrooms	and	content,	but	it’s	ultimately	the	students	showing	up	how	you	expect	them	to	–	even	if	that’s	just	physically	present	and	armed	with	a	can-do	attitude.		9)	Ask	for	help	I	was	an	anxious	student.	When	I	didn’t	understand	a	concept	or	assignment,	I	suffered	in	silence,	inwardly	berating
myself	for	being	so	inept.	Did	this	strategy	work	for	me?	Nope	–	I	failed	chemistry	because	I	was	too	proud	and	embarrassed	to	go	to	extra	help	or	to	ask	my	teacher	to	clarify	his	lessons.		It	wasn’t	all	my	fault,	though.	That	teacher	was	particularly	unapproachable.	Let	your	students	know	that	it’s	okay	–	and	even	encouraged	–	to	ask	you	or	another
student	for	help	when	needed.	The	best	learners	are	the	ones	who	know	how	to	obtain	the	information	they	need.		10)	Do	your	best	All	students	have	varying	talents	and	abilities,	and	you	can’t	expect	them	all	to	get	100%,	100%	of	the	time.	In	my	classroom,	doing	your	best	means	making	every	effort	to	learn	the	content	or	to	complete	the
assignment.	After	all,	our	best	is	all	we	can	do!		Displaying	classroom	rules	Once	you’ve	gone	over	the	rules	with	your	students,	you	should	ensure	these	rules	are	displayed	somewhere	visible	in	your	classroom.	This	will	serve	as	a	daily	reminder	of	your	expectations	for	your	students.		If	teaching	virtually,	a	PowerPoint	or	Prezi	can	be	used	to	visualize
these	rules.	If	you	have	a	digital	classroom	space	online	or	in	an	app	where	students	submit	homework	or	ask	questions,	that’s	also	a	great	place	for	these	reminders.		When	you’re	creating	the	display,	here	are	some	guidelines	to	keep	in	mind:	The	rules	should	be	simply	stated	The	rules	and	wording	need	to	be	developmentally	appropriate	Any
accompanying	visuals	must	be	simple	and	clear	Another	means	of	upholding	a	democratic	space	centering	on	student	input	is	making	time	to	revisit	the	established	rules.	This	can	happen	mid-year,	or	at	the	end	of	each	quarter	or	semester.	Take	some	time	to	really	discuss	what’s	working,	what’s	not,	and	if	any	changes	should	be	implemented.	
Upholding	classroom	rules	Of	course	you	hope	that	by	establishing	and	displaying	clear	and	reasonable	classroom	rules,	you’ll	never	have	a	student	act	out	of	line.	Unfortunately	that’s	not	reality,	and	you’ll	eventually	have	to	enforce	these	rules.		Your	classroom	management	style	is	up	to	you,	but	I’d	recommend	addressing	a	first	offense	by
reminding	the	student	of	the	rule,	and	why	it	exists	in	the	first	place.	If	an	interventionary	conversation	doesn’t	cut	it,	you	may	need	to	consider	an	appropriate	disciplinary	action	or	punishment.		It’s	also	essential	to	keep	in	mind	that	not	every	student	may	have	the	capacity	to	follow	every	rule	you	set.	As	with	any	classroom	directive,	ensure	you	are
able	to	create	and	accept	modifications	for	students	who	are	neurodivergent,	ELL’s,	or	who	may	have	different	social	and	emotional	needs.		Further	reading	Getting	Started	with	Establishing	Ground	Rules	|	Center	for	Teaching	Innovation		Robert	Boostrom	(1991)	The	Nature	and	Functions	of	Classroom	Rules,	Curriculum	Inquiry,	21:2,	193-216,	DOI:
doi.org	Edwards,	Patricia	(2016)	“Managing	Your	Classroom	–	Establishing	Rules,	Goals,	and	Expectations,”	Michigan	Reading	Journal:	Vol.	48:	Iss.	2,	Article	9.	scholarworks.gvsy.edu		Bayer,	A.	(2004).	Promulgating	statements	of	student	rights	and	responsibilities.	New	Directions	for	Teaching	and	Learning,	2004(99),	77-87.	DiClementi,	J.	D.,	&
Handelsman,	M.	M.	(2005).	Empowering	students:	Class-generated	course	rules.	Teaching	of	Psychology,	32(1),	18-21.	Forton;	Mary	Beth,	Porter;	Deborah;	Wood,	Chip.	(2003).	Rules	in	School:	Strategies	for	Teachers.	Center	for	Responsive	Schools,	Inc.		Smith,	M.	(2023).	I	Can	Follow	the	Rules.	United	States:	NEWMARK	LEARNING	LLC.	Setting
some	ground	rules	might	sound	contrary	to	the	positive,	approachable,	supportive	environment	you	want	to	nurture	in	your	classroom,	but	when	done	well,	classroom	rules	for	students	can	be	a	useful	tool	for	striking	the	right	balance	between	productivity	and	fun.	For	teachers,	every	new	academic	year	means	much	ground	needs	to	be	covered	in
the	teaching-learning	process.	Setting	classroom	instructions	for	students	helps	them	not	waste	this	precious	time	maintaining	classroom	discipline	and	management.	By	setting	rules	to	be	followed	in	the	classroom,	teachers	can	convey	early	in	the	year	what	is	expected	of	the	students.	On	the	other	hand,	the	students	learn	how	to	organise
themselves	better.	Establishing	clear	do’s	and	don’ts	in	the	classroom	for	students	is	crucial	in	this	process,	as	it	provides	specific	guidelines	on	acceptable	behavior	and	helps	students	understand	how	to	conduct	themselves	to	create	a	conducive	learning	environment.	Instead	of	seeing	classroom	rules	as	an	authoritarian	sermon,	students	quickly
learn	that	these	instructions	are	the	foundation	of	good	relationships	and	effective	communication.	They	are	instrumental	in	imparting	essential	values	and	soft	skills.	What	are	Classroom	Rules	for	Students?	Classroom	rules	help	students	understand	what	is	expected	of	them.	These	rules	fall	into	three	categories:	how	to	treat	their	fellow	students	and
their	teachers,	how	to	convey	their	thoughts,	questions,	and	problems	effectively,	and	the	value	of	being	organised	and	prepared.	By	following	classroom	instructions,	students	learn	how	to	conduct	themselves.	Why	are	Classroom	Rules	Important?	Knowing	what	is	expected	of	them	and	how	to	communicate	their	requirements	and	questions	helps
students	self-regulate	their	needs.	Classroom	rules	are	also	a	great	way	to	deal	with	some	students’	behavioural	issues,	thus	helping	reduce	lesson	disruptions.	Students	learn	to	manage	their	behaviour	and	take	responsibility	for	their	actions.	They	also	learn	to	take	responsibility	for	their	work,	make	the	right	choices	and	internalise	key	aspects	of
self-discipline.	Having	standard	rules	for	students	keeps	them	all	on	the	same	page.	They	learn	to	conduct	themselves	effectively,	increasing	the	productivity	of	a	learning	session.	An	important	aspect	of	classroom	rules	for	students	is	having	open	communication	about	the	consequences	of	overlooking	the	set	boundaries.	Students	understand	the
consequences	of	breaking	those	norms	and	learn	to	make	informed	decisions.	How	to	Create	Effective	Classroom	Rules?	Having	seen	how	classroom	rules	and	regulations	are	important,	one	needs	to	understand	that	they	do	not	come	in	one	size	fits	all.	Every	teacher	has	their	own	way	of	conducting	a	lesson	and	connecting	with	their	students.	On	the
other	hand,	every	new	batch	of	students	comes	with	a	different	energy	and	specific	challenges.	Hence,	the	classroom	norms	for	the	students	need	to	work	for	both	the	teacher	and	the	specific	batch	of	students	in	that	academic	year.	In	addition,	the	rules	need	be:	Sensible–	Applicable	and	easily	understood	by	students	Consistent	–	Remain	fair	and
constant	in	different	situations	Positive–	Highlight	what	to	do	v/s	what	not	to	do	Specific	–	Convey	actions	clearly	and	directly	Adaptable	–	Reviewed	regularly	and	adapted	as	per	evolving	scenario	36	Classroom	Rules	for	Students:	Below	is	a	long	list	of	class	rules	for	students.	You	can	pick	the	ones	that	you	feel	are	appropriate	for	your	classroom.
Add,	edit,	or	club	them	together	as	needed.	Cooperate	with	your	classmates.	Help	and	share	them	when	they	need	it.	Don’t	degrade	others	or	be	rude.	Be	Kind	to	everyone.	(No	name-calling,	insults,	or	put-downs)	Don’t	let	anyone	influence	you	to	do	wrong.	Disagree	with	others	respectfully.	Be	a	good	friend.	Apologise	if	you	did	wrong	or	hurt
someone	unintentionally.	Be	respectful	towards	your	teacher.	Raise	your	Hand	if	You	want	to	speak.	Ask	questions	when	you	don’t	understand.	Ask	for	help	if	you	need	it.	Actively	Participating	in	classroom	activities.	Be	well	dressed	in	your	complete	uniform.	Maintain	class	discipline	and	decorum.	Come	to	class	prepared	with	your	work	and
materials.	Do	your	own	projects	and	assignments.	Take	homework	seriously.	Do	not	distract	the	class	during	lessons.	Take	Notes	in	class.	Contribute	to	the	class	discussions	–	share	your	thoughts.	Keep	your	desk	tidy.	No	toilet	visits	during	the	lesson	–	without	permission.	Do	not	use	mobile	devices,	music	players,	headphones,	etc.	–	unless	specifically
permitted.	Tell	the	truth	always.	Be	honest.	Never	cheat.	Respect	your	body.	Do	not	allow	anyone	to	touch	you	without	your	consent.	Comply	with	all	school	policies	and	student	safety	measures	as	per	the	handbook.	Do	not	give	up	on	your	goals.	Always	do	your	best.	It	is	ok	to	make	mistakes.	Be	on	time.	Use	your	off	period	constructively.	Maintain
order	when	the	bell	rings.	Wait	for	your	turn	in	queues.	Do	not	push.	Walk,	don’t	run	in	the	hallways.	Keep	the	classroom	clean.	Don’t	misuse	or	destroy	school	property.	Use	the	main	language	of	instruction	in	the	class	instead	of	your	preferred	language	or	mother	tongue.	How	to	Display	and	Teach	Basic	Classroom	Rules	to	Students?	Engage
students	in	the	classroom	rules	you	want	to	be	followed	instead	of	just	listing	them	or	passing	them	down.	Technology	is	a	versatile	tool	of	help	here.	Students	use	it	as	an	aid	to	learning,	while	a	lot	of	submissions	and	projects	are	done	using	devices.	You	can	use	smart	digital	applications	to	create	multiple	touch-points	and	take	advantage	of	this.
Additionally,	teaching	classroom	etiquette	for	students	is	essential	to	ensure	a	respectful	and	productive	learning	environment.	Integrating	technology	can	also	help	in	reinforcing	these	etiquettes	by	setting	clear	guidelines	and	using	digital	tools	to	monitor	and	encourage	positive	behavior.	Instead	of	a	plain	list,	an	interactive	poster	that	pops	open	an
explanation	of	any	rule	clicked	upon	is	a	great	way	for	students	to	get	more	information.	It	can	even	have	videos	or	animation	embedded	in	it.	Short	video	clips	that	help	explain	the	rules,	give	examples	of	situations	and	the	right	responses	help	students	learn	to	apply	the	rules	in	real-life	situations.	Using	emoticons	to	indicate	the	right	responses,
positive	actions,	and	rewards	helps	younger	students	grasp	the	rules	more	quickly	and	effectively.	Creating	a	game	or	quiz	for	students	to	solve	and	win	reward	points	is	a	great	way	to	familiarise	them	with	classroom	norms.	Use	digital	smart	edtech	resources	like	Extramarks	Smart	Class	Plus	to	tap	into	a	fun	game-based	learning	activity.	Turn	the
topic	around	and	ask	your	students	to	create	an	interactive	or	novel	method,	such	as	a	short	performance	or	a	poem,	to	express	the	classroom	rules	and	regulations	to	their	peers.	Ways	to	Keep	Your	Classroom	Rules	Relevant	A	timely	word	of	appreciation	motivates	students	to	stay	on	track	and	continue	their	good	behaviour.	When	you	compliment
good	behaviour,	students	know	they	have	your	attention.	Nurturing	a	safe	and	comfortable	environment	for	students	from	the	beginning	discourages	them	from	acting	out.	Revisit	the	rules	with	your	students	at	set	intervals.	Review	and	rephrase	them	in	line	with	students’	feedback.	This	makes	students	collaborators	in	classroom	management	and
addresses	their	concerns	as	well.	As	much	as	the	students	need	to	know	the	rules	of	the	classroom,	they	also	need	to	understand	the	consequences	of	not	following	them.	Explain	what	they	need	to	address	and	use	appropriate	consequences	when	required.	Similarly,	the	rewards	for	following	rules	should	be	appropriate	and	timely.	Every	batch	of
every	academic	year	is	a	unique	mix	of	personalities.	Their	concerns	and	challenges	will	be	different	as	will	be	their	influences.	It	is	important	to	relook	at	the	list	of	rules	and	pick	what	is	most	relevant	to	the	current	set	of	your	students.	Don’t	hesitate	to	add	or	subtract	rules	from	the	list	as	you	review	them	with	your	students.	Conclusion	Classroom
rules	are	just	guidelines	that	can	help	you	create	a	positive,	safe,	and	inclusive	environment	for	your	students.	There	is	no	wrong	or	right	set	of	class	discipline	rules.	With	the	help	of	the	list	above,	create	one	that	works	for	you	and	your	students.	Spend	some	time	going	over	them	with	your	students	so	they	see	what	you	value	in	your	classroom.
Internalised	early	on,	these	values	serve	them	throughout	their	lives.	Getting	an	undisrupted	classroom	is	just	an	additional	bonus	that	makes	the	teaching-learning	experience	much	richer.	Last	Updated	on	February	17,	2025	Prachi	Singh	|	VP	-	Academics	Page	2	In	this	ever-changing	world,	the	educational	system	has	changed	exponentially.
Teaching	has	always	been	a	dynamic	and	impactful	profession.	Still,	the	need	of	the	hour	is	often	beyond	the	professional	skills	of	a	teacher	and	demands	several	skills	they	must	develop.	The	evolving	teaching-learning	process	has	evolved	beyond	the	confines	of	a	classroom.	The	job	market	now	needs	highly	skilled	and	holistically	developed
individuals	in	the	workforce,	and	the	future	of	your	students	depends	on	how	you	make	them	develop	as	a	whole	and	what	additional	skills	and	values	you	help	them	inculcate.	In	the	21st	century,	skills	for	teachers	go	beyond	simple	sharing	of	knowledge,	and	extend	to	each	portion	of	the	child’s	development,	and	as	their	mentors	and	guardians,	it	is
our	responsibility	as	educators	to	help	them	achieve	greater	heights.	The	teaching	profession	requires	constant	upskilling,	learning,	and	re-learning	of	concepts	so	that	we	can	keep	the	learning	process	more	dynamic.	Hence,	it	is	integral	that	we	develop	some	additional	skill	sets	to	amplify	and	bolster	the	support	and	guidance	we	give	our	students.
In	this	article,	we	shall	explore	some	21st-century	skills	in	education	that	are	integral	for	teachers	to	adopt	and	their	significance	in	the	teaching-learning	process.	21st	Century	Skills	for	Teachers	So,	what	are	21st-century	skills?	Why	are	they	important?	These	modern	skills	essentially	help	make	the	learning	environment	more	engaging,	interactive,
and	dynamic	and	help	foster	the	development	of	higher-order	thinking	skills	and	analytical	prowess	in	students.	They,	in	turn,	help	prepare	students	for	the	global	job	market	and	help	them	develop	the	necessary	skills	to	be	a	part	of	a	competitive	and	skilled	workforce.	They	also	aid	in	effective	classroom	management.	These	holistic	skills	can	be
divided	into	3	broad	categories,	namely	learning	skills,	literacy	skills,	and	life	skills.	When	teachers	integrate	these	skills,	they	can	effectively	disseminate	information	and	values	related	to	them	to	their	students,	and	cater	to	their	growth	in	a	positive	direction.	Learning	skills	generally	involve	all	the	higher-order	thinking	skills	that	are	necessary	for
being	part	of	a	global	workforce,	where	adaptability	to	situations	and	thinking	on	your	toes	are	key	aspects	to	emphasise.	Learning	skills	are	made	up	of	a	few	components,	also	known	as	the	4C’s	of	development,	which	are	listed	below.	The	ability	to	solve	problems,	synthesise	information	organically,	analyse	situations	and	find	solutions,	and
interpret	cues	to	find	dynamic	answers	to	issues.	The	ability	to	think	creatively,	beyond	the	usual	structures,	is	what	creativity	means.	Out-of-the-box	thinking,	and	applying	it	to	modern	challenges	and	situations,	along	with	possessing	creative,	artistic,	and	innovative	ideas,	and	being	able	to	express	those	ideas	and	translate	creative	visions	into
reality,	are	all	a	part	of	creative	skills.	The	intrinsic	ability	to	be	able	to	work	with	others,	collaborate	on	projects,	work	as	a	team,	and	being	able	to	create	a	supportive	environment	for	peers	and	students,	concerning	their	skills	and	boundaries.	The	ability	to	talk	to	others.	Not	just	talk,	but	able	to	have	prowess	or	skills	in	oral	and	written
communication,	like	public	speaking	skills,	writing	skills,	and	presentation	skills,	all	makeup	communication	skills.	How	to	Aid	the	Development	of	Learning	Skills	Teachers	can	organise	activities	that	stimulate	the	development	of	all	4C’s	of	learning	and	help	students	grow	dynamically.	These	skills	promote	cognitive	development	and	allow	the
students	to	be	able	to	deal	with	dire	situations	and	effectively	deal	with	learning	tasks	such	as	writing	essays,	working	on	group	projects,	developing	a	thesis,	etc.	Teachers	can	engage	students	in	debates	or	group	projects	or	give	them	real-world	problems	to	find	solutions	for	in	teams,	which	will	promote	out-of-the-box	thinking,	presentation	skills,
teamwork,	creative	expression,	and	critical	thinking	and	analytical	skills.	After	school	connectivity,	the	Digital	whiteboard	promotes	collaborative	efforts	in	class	and	a	creative	way	to	teach	any	concept.Learn	More	Literacy	skills	simply	refer	to	abilities	that	will	help	students	discern	between	factual,	accurate	data,	interpret	and	absorb	it,	segregate
misinformation	from	true	reality,	and	effectively	disseminate	that	information.	Literacy	skills	have	three	components,	which	are	listed	below.	Being	able	to	interpret	and	analyse	data,	global	trends,	factual	figures,	and	statistics	are	all	part	of	being	information	literate.	Being	media	literate	means	being	able	to	understand	the	processes	and	different
mediums	through	which	information	is	processed,	shared,	and	published.	Having	internet	literacy,	and	understanding	the	impact,	and	being	able	to	sift	through	misinformation,	are	all	part	of	media	literacy.	Being	up	to	date	with	technological	developments	and	advancements,	being	able	to	cope	with	these	changes,	and	being	able	to	harness	them	for
optimum	use,	are	all	a	part	of	being	technologically	literate	and	tech-savvy.	How	to	Aid	the	Development	of	Literacy	Skills	Literacy	skills	are	prime	examples	of	21st-century	skills	that	both	teachers	and	students	need	to	develop.	When	teachers	develop	these	skills,	then	employ	several	activities	to	promote	the	development	of	these	skills	in	their	wards
as	well,	and	teach	them	how	to	extract	knowledge	effectively	from	media	and	other	resources	available	today.	By	making	children	experiment	with	new	concepts,	learn	how	to	research	for	projects	from	online	sources	realistically,	make	interactive	presentations,	use	new	software,	and	develop	new	tech-savvy	skills	by	using	advanced	technology	by
harnessing	the	internet	and	the	power	of	AI,	teachers	can	promote	the	development	of	literacy	skills	in	students.	One	of	the	most	necessary	21st-century	skills	for	teachers	to	learn	and	inculcate	in	their	students	is	life	skills.	Life	skills	are	soft	skills,	and	other	intangible	qualities	that	help	aid	the	development	of	a	student	as	a	whole,	and	enrich	their
life	so	that	they	grow	up	to	become	well-adjusted	and	successful	adults.	Some	essential	life	skills	necessary	in	the	21st	century,	also	known	by	the	acronym	FLIPS,	are	listed	below.	Adaptability	to	different	situations,	deviating	from	the	set	plan	as	needed,	and	learning	how	to	face	curveballs	effectively	while	achieving	goals	with	determination	and	self-
discipline,	all	compose	the	skill	of	flexibility.	Individuals	should	be	able	to	roll	with	the	punches	and	learn	to	be	able	to	think	on	their	toes.	Being	able	to	lead	others,	motivate,	nurture	and	guide	them,	delegate	tasks,	and	be	an	effective	manager,	are	all	part	of	leadership	skills,	which	are	essential	for	new	adults	in	today’s	day	and	age.	Taking	initiative
is	integral,	as	being	able	to	take	the	lead	and	taking	the	first	step	in	a	project,	to	help	drive	others,	and	being	able	to	strategise	and	plan	by	being	proactive.	Being	consistent	throughout	projects,	being	able	to	recover	from	distractions	and	avoid	them	effectively,	and	being	perseverant	in	achieving	one’s	goal,	are	all	integral	aspects	of	productivity
skills.	Harnessing	good	communication	skills	and	being	able	to	network	and	expand	your	social	circle,	learning	how	to	maintain	relations,	being	diplomatic,	and	being	a	people	person,	are	all	important	examples	of	21st-century	skills	necessary	in	the	social	world	today.	How	to	Aid	the	Development	of	Life	Skills?	Beyond	using	the	professional	skills	of	a
teacher,	educators	should	also	support	the	development	of	these	soft	skills	in	students	to	help	them	lead	enriched	lives,	deal	with	obstacles	effectively,	and	live	as	value-adding	members	of	society.	Teachers	can	help	students	develop	leadership	skills	by	assigning	group	activities,	observing	the	managerial	and	social	skills	of	students,	and	instructing
and	nurturing	them	accordingly,	so	they	can	later	flourish	in	their	work	lives	and	develop	their	thinking,	psychological,	and	behavioural	skills	for	the	future.	Importance	of	21st-Century	Skills	for	Teachers	The	significance	of	these	21st-century	skills	is	manifold,	as	teachers	need	to	be	creative	and	constantly	keep	learning	new	concepts	and	developing
new	abilities	to	bolster	the	development	of	their	wards.	These	skills	are	integral	because:	Helping	students	develop	new	skills	also	motivates	and	pushes	teachers	to	adapt	to	an	ever-changing	educational	landscape,	which	makes	them	better	educators.	Teachers	can	add	more	value	to	simple	academic	lessons	and	promote	the	development	of	adaptive
skills	and	higher-order	thinking	skills	in	learners.	Inculcating	these	skills	into	lesson	plans	can	help	create	a	more	interactive	and	fun	learning	environment.	This	will	help	students	retain	these	skills	in	their	long-term	memory	and	place	more	value	on	their	learning	experience.	Integrating	these	skills	can	help	teachers	become	more	effective	classroom
managers.	It	will	also	promote	the	students’	learning	by	example.	Once	they	inculcate	and	absorb	such	qualities,	it	leads	to	a	more	collaborative	and	supportive	teaching-learning	environment.	Integrating	21st-century	skills	in	education	can	help	amplify	learning,	make	it	more	holistic	and	inclusive,	and	add	value	to	the	lives	of	educators	and	learners
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