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An Apology for Poetry by Elizabethan poet Philip Sidney was written in approximately 1580 and first published posthumously in 1595 by two printers in two separate but nearly identical editions. The one published by William Ponosby was titled The Defence of Poesie. The title of Henry Olneys work is An Apology for Poetrie. The Italian Renaissance
writers had a big influence on Sidney. We must remember that the critical vision was shrouded in darkness prior to the Renaissance. Sidney took a brave step out of the mediaeval darkness and into the light. Using humanist concepts, he wrote the first treatise on literary theory. One thing to keep in mind about Sidneys Apology is that, while it is a
brilliant work, it is more synthetic than original. In other words, most of the ideas he expresses in this defence have already been expressed by Aristotle, Horace, and others. Sidney, on the other hand, adds an incredible polish to it. He has chosen and adapted from a variety of sources to arrive at his own interpretation of poetry.It is widely believed
that Sidney was at least partially influenced by Stephen Gosson, a former playwright who dedicated his attack on the English stage, The School of Abuse, to Sidney in 1579. However, Sidney primarily addresses more general objections to poetry, such as those of Plato. In his essay, Sidney integrates a variety of classical and Italian fiction principles.
The crux of his argument is that poetry, by combining the vitality of history and the ethical focus of philosophy, is more effective than either history or philosophy at inspiring its readers to virtue. In addition, the text provides insightful commentary on Edmund Spenser and the Elizabethan stage.In his Apology for Poetry, Philip Sidney responds to
Puritan Stephen Gossons criticisms of poetry. To Sidney, poetry is an art of imitation that serves a specific purpose; it is imitated in order to instruct and entertain. According to him, poetry is merely a superior means of communication, and its worth depends on what is communicated.Thus, when history is described with a lively and passionate tone, it
becomes poetic. Instead of history and philosophy, he prefers imaginative literature that teaches better. Literature has the ability to reproduce a golden ideal world, not just the actual world.Stephen Gossen makes charges on poetry which Sidney answers.The charges are:1. Poetry is the waste of time.2. Poetry is mother of lies.3. It is nurse of abuse.4.
Plato had rightly banished the poets from his ideal world.Sidney has provided the following responses to these charges:Sidney views poetry as a source of knowledge and a force for civilising. Gossoon attacks poetry, claiming that it corrupts the populace and is a waste of time, whereas Sidney argues that no learning is as valuable as that which
teaches and inspires virtue, and that nothing teaches and entertains as effectively as poetry. Poetry was the primary source of education in essay societies. The ancient Greeks held poets in high regard, as he recalls. Poets should always be regarded with esteem. Therefore, poetry is not time wasted.Sidneys response to the second charge is that a poet
cannot lie because he never asserts that his fiction is factual and therefore cannot lie. Ideal and universal are the poetic truths. Poetry therefore cannot be the mother of lies.Sidney refutes the notion that poetry is the origin of abuses. Poetry is abused by people, not the other way around, in his opinion. By describing battles, bloodshed, and other acts
of violence, etc., philosophy and history are more likely than poetry to foster abuse. In contrast, poetry helps maintain morality and peace by preventing such violence and bloodshed. Furthermore, it illuminates knowledge.Platos Republic, according to Sidney, was an attempt to eradicate poetry abuse, not poets. His dialogues reveal that he was not
immune to the poetic quality. Plato never asserts that all poets ought to be exiled. He advocated expelling only those poets who are subpar and incapable of educating the youth.Art, according to Sidney, is an imitation of nature, but it is not a slavish imitation, as Plato believed. It is rather inventive imitation. Nature is monotonous, unfinished, and
ugly. Artists are responsible for imparting a golden hue to drab nature. He decorates the raw materials of nature using his creative ability, imagination, and presentation style. Sidney conceives of art as a spatial-temporal image with a voice. Sidney is more concerned with nature than Aristotle is with human action.Artists must consider the reading
level of their audience when creating works of art. As with the entire Renaissance movement, the only purpose of art is to instruct and amuse. In the poets world, where the good are rewarded and the evil are punished, Sidney favours poetic justice.Platos philosophy on virtue is useless on the battlefield, whereas the poet teaches men how to behave
in all situations. Moral philosophy teaches virtues via abstract examples, while history teaches virtues via concrete examples, but both are flawed. Poetry teaches morality through both example and perception (blend of abstract and concrete). Poetry is superior to philosophy and history because the poet creates his or her own world in which only
inspiring things exist.In the poets golden universe, heroes are idealised and villains are vile. The didactic effect of a poem is contingent upon the poets ability to evoke emotion.READ ALSO: Satire: Origin, Definition, Features and ExamplesThe answer depends on the affective quality of the poetry. Among the various types of poetry, such as lyric,
elegy, satire, and comedy, etc., the epic is the best because it depicts heroic deeds and inspires people to be courageous and patriotic.In this way, Sidney defines all charges against poetry and argues in favour of the universal and timeless quality of poetry, thereby revealing why poets are universal geniuses.Sir Philip Sidneys An Apology for Poetry is
an attempt to restore poetry to its rightful place among the arts. Numerous of Sidneys contemporaries have given poetry a negative reputation in Elizabethan England. But, according to Sidney, poetry critics do not get what poetry truly is; they have been deceived by current poetry, which is frequently poor. Poetry is the king of the arts, as
demonstrated by Sidney in his essay if one understands the actual nature of poetry. Sidney accomplishes this by articulating a theory of poetry, mostly derived from classical sources, as an instrument for teaching virtue and the poet as a demi-divine figure capable of creating a more idealised version of nature. Armed with this description, Sidney then
refutes with remarkable persuasive skill the major criticisms levelled against the art of poetry and its practitioners.Sidney opens with an exordium, or introduction, in accordance with the seven-part framework of a classical oration. He relates an anecdote about horseback riding, adding that, like his riding master Giovanni Pietro Pugliano, he will
focus more on the contemplation and appreciation of poetry than on its composition. Since he became a poet against his will, he feels obligated to defend the honour of his new profession.Sidney begins his defence of poetry by emphasising that poetry came before philosophy and history as the first of the arts. In fact, many of the famous classical
philosophers and historians wrote in poetry, and even those who wrote in prose, such as Plato and Herodotus, wrote poeticallythat is, they employed poetic language to develop philosophical allegories or to provide vivid historical facts, respectively. Sidney asserts that without borrowing from poetry, historians and philosophers would never have
gained popularity. Examining the names given to poets in Latin and Greek, vates and poietes, can provide some insight into the esteem in which they were considered in the ancient world. Vates means prophet or seer, and in the ancient world, it was believed that poetry conveyed vital information about the future. Poietes means creator, and this
name emphasises the notion that poets, like God, use their minds to create new and more perfect realities.Sidney then transitions to the proposition, where he defines poetry as an imitational art that teaches its audience through delight or pleasure. Poetry resembles a speaking picture in its capacity to convey ideas through evocative visuals. Sidney
then clarifies that he is not interested in religious or philosophical poetry, but rather poetry created by the proper poets. This ideal style of poetry is not limited in its subject matter by what occurs in nature, but rather offers flawless examples of virtue that, while perhaps not genuine, are great for teaching readers what it means to be good. Poetry is
a more effective teacher of virtue than history or philosophy because, rather than being limited to the realm of abstract ideas, like philosophy, or to the realm of actual events, like history, poetry can present exemplary examples of virtue in a manner that is optimally suited to instruct its readers. The poet might incorporate the philosophers wordy
descriptions of virtue into fascinating characters or stories, which are more enjoyable to read, simpler to comprehend, and easier to remember, similar to Aesops Fables. Aeneas from Virgils Aeneid is a wonderful and enjoyable example of virtue that can move readers to act virtuously, and so the poet can be deemed the correct popular philosopher.
Sidney argues that reading poetry on virtue is like taking a medicine of cherries.Sidney refutes the objections of poetry brought by poet-haters by following the traditional structure from the investigation to the rebuttal. Sidney lists the four most significant accusations against poetry: that poetry is a waste of time, that poets are liars, that poetry
corrupts our morality, and that Plato expelled poets from his ideal city, the Republic. He emphasises that all of these concerns centre on poetrys capacity to move its audience, which makes them praiseworthy arguments for poetry. For if poetry is well-written, it has a tremendous ability to inspire virtue in its audience.Sidney devotes the final section
of his essay to a digression on current English poetry, following a brief peroration, or conclusion, in which he summarises the arguments he has made. Sidney acknowledges that there is relatively little modern English poetry of merit. However, this is not because English or poetry are flawed, but rather because of the bizarre manner in which poets
and playwrights write their poems. Poets must be taught to write more eloquently, taking from classical sources without slavishly mimicking them, as so many poets, orators, and professors did during the time of Sidney. Because English is an expressive language with all the tools for good writing, it is just awaiting the application of skilled writers.
Sidney concludes An Apology for Poetry on this optimistic note, but not before cautioning readers that just as poetry has the potential to immortalise people in verse, it also has the power to condemn others to oblivion by neglecting them entirely. Therefore, poetry critics should take Sidneys views seriously.READ ALSO: 10 Best Literary Quotes to
Inspire Your Love for LiteratureAn Apology for Poetry by Philip Sidney was composed about 1580 and published in 1595, nine years after Sidneys death. Sidney penned one of the most influential treatises on English poetry before many of Englands finest Elizabethan poets appeared on the scene. He writes about Chaucer, Gower, and his
contemporary Spenser, but he never reads Marlowe, Shakespeare, Donne, or any of the other great poets of the time. Sidney prioritises old literature over modern literature throughout An Apology for Poetry, and particularly in its final digression on literature in vernacular tongues (i.e., modern European as opposed to ancient languages). In fact,
although Sidney promotes imaginative literature in its ideal forms, he presents a scathing technical critique of the (mis)writing of contemporary poetry. However, in accordance with the development of nationalism in the early modern period, he places English above other European languages in terms of its expressive capacity.Sidney contends that,
in general, old poetry possesses an originality and breadth that is absent in contemporary literature, and that England in particular is suffering from a dearth of fine poetry. Sidney admires the poetry of Chaucer, Gower, and Sackville, among others, but considers the English poetry of his own day to be severely lacking. While England is the mother of
brilliant brains, according to Sidney, it is the tough stepmother of poets. England has not created anything comparable to the literature of Scotland, France, or Italy throughout the 16th century. This is the result of a vicious cycle: the disrespect for poetry itself leads to a decline in the quality of poetry written. Poetry finds in our time a cold reception
in England, and as a result, our land is adorned with fewer laurels than usual. According to Sidney, England has just lyric poetry and theatre, and neither is very well-written.Sidneys realistic criticisms of modern English poetry demonstrate that An Apology for Poetry is not merely an ode to literature. In fact, because Sidney has stated a poetic ideal,
he prepares the reader to recognise the ways in which current vernacular poetry falls short of this ideal. Though Sidney admires the tragedies of Buchanan and the pastoral verse of Spenser, few collections of poetry contain poetical sinews, and dramatists produce vast absurdities by combining genres and disregarding the classical unities of time and
place. In addition, comic playwrights play into the hands of poetrys detractors by stirring laughter in bad things and therefore driving their audiences into immorality. This average and even poor poetry causes her mother Poesys sincerity to be put into doubt, as if she were a disobedient daughter with a poor education. In other words, mediocre
contemporary writing tarnishes the reputation of poetry in general.But, Sidney continues, contemporary literature need not be awful. Modern poets can learn by imitating ancient poetry creatively: that is, by adapting ancient forms to modern requirements, and not in Latin, the language of humanist study, but in the languages they really speak. In
general, poets can be taught to write more effectively. As the most productive soil must be fertilised, so must the highest flyer be guided by Daedalus, writes Sidney, alluding to the legendary Greek inventor. To better their work, poets should practise mimicking ancient authors and steal strategies from ancient literature. Playwrights, for instance,
should adhere to traditional standards for keeping the unity of time and space, and instead of attempting to condense a significant amount of action into a single scene, they might consider using ancient techniques, such as the messenger speech, to recap action. In a similar manner, lyric writers lack the energia (vivacity) of ancient love poetry. There
is no reason why well-trained current authors cannot compose poetry on par with the ancients. Sidney says that English, as well as any other language in the world, is capable of articulating sweetly and accurately the minds idea. Even though Renaissance literature was multilingual and Sidney himself drew great inspiration from poetry written in
various languages (notably Italian), he believes that English is the most expressive and best-suited European language for imaginative writing. Perhaps English is the Latin of the contemporary world.Sidney contends that the issue with English poetry refers to the issue with English eloquence. Therefore, Sidneys criticism of English poetry contributes
to a larger critique of court culture. English poets have a preference for flowery language. Scholars share this problem, since they season every food given at the table with sugar and spice. Humanist authors, who have been trained to copy sophistically, attempt to sound like Demosthenes and Cicero, but end up sounding like sophists. Courtiers also
use ludicrous language. Therefore, Sidney appreciates the speech of an ill-educated nobleman who speaks in a manner fittest to nature, therein (though he know it not) according to art, though not by art. As slavish copying does not result in good poetry, neither does it result in good speech. Poetry and oratory are inextricably intertwined, not only
because both have such affinity in the wordly considerations, but also because Sidneys essay is a prime example of how the two complement one another. As both a poet and an orator, Sidney uses rich imagery and metaphor to convince the reader of the worth of poetry.Not only is An Apology for Poetry a defence of an abstract ideal of poetry, but it is
also a critique of the present poetry of Sidneys own day. Playwrights and lyric poets must learn to write differently, just as Elizabethan critics must learn to think differently about poetry. Both groups are a part of a court culture where sophisticated eloquence is prevalent. READ ALSO: Elements of languageAnalysis of An Apology for PoetryAn Apology
for Poetry is one of the most influential contributions to English Renaissance literary thought. Sidney argues for poetrys role within the framework of an aristocratic state, demonstrating care for literary and national identity. Sidney answers in Apology to Stephen Gossons The Schoole of Abuse, which expresses a growing hatred against poetry.
Gosson presents essentially an assault on imaginative literature (Griffiths 5). A defence of poetrys nobility is at stake in Sidneys argument. The significance of poetrys nobility is its ability to inspire readers to engage in virtuous behaviour. This belief stretches back to Horace: true poets must instruct and delight.Sidneys defence was a crucial addition
to literary criticism during an era of animosity against poetry and puritanical belief in the depravity induced by literature. It was Englands first philosophical defence, in which he described the ancient and vital role of poetry in society, its mimetic nature, and its ethical function. Respect for tradition and a readiness to innovate were among Sidneys
gifts to his contemporaries. This is illustrated by his approach to Plato. He modifies Platos argument against poets by stating that poets are the least dishonest. Poets never assert that they know the truth, nor do they make circles around your mind, nor do they rely on authority. Sidney, expressing a cultural mentality descended from Aristotle, asserts
that all literary claims are hypothetical or pseudo-statements when he states that the poet never affirmeth. Sidney, however, being a traditionalist, pays more attention to theatre than to poetry.Drama, according to Sidney, observes neither the principles of honest civility nor the rules of excellent poetry, and so cannot do this genre justice.Anti-
theatricality, an aesthetic and ideological concern, developed in Sidneys court circle during his lifetime. Because of the conclusion of a rising scorn for the principles of the emerging commercial culture, theatre became a difficult issue. A growing monetary economy fostered social mobility. This was the first time Europe encountered inflation. In 1605,
despite the introduction of admission fees, Londons commercial theatres could accommodate up to 8,000 men and women despite the growing popularity of the citys theatres at the time. Sidney has his own opinions regarding drama. In Apology, he demonstrates opposition to the current of his time, which pays little attention to unity of location in
theatre, but his primary interest is with the manner in which the subject is communicated. He emphasises that tragedy is not constrained by history or narrative, but rather by rules of poesy, having the liberty either to counterfeit a completely new matter or to shape the history to the most tragical convenience.Sidney adopts a variety of techniques to
assert poetrys rightful position. For example, he argues against the misalignment of poetry with youth, the effeminate, and the timid. He accomplishes this by establishing the notion that poetry is the companion of camps and by referencing the heroes of bygone eras. Sidneys admiration for the poet as a soldier is crucial because he was once a soldier
himself. Apology transforms poetry into an art form that requires a noble stirring of courage.Sidney composes An Apology for Poetry in the form of a judicial oration for the defence; consequently, the structure resembles a trial. The descriptive discourse and the notion that poetry creates a separate world are crucial to his defence. Sidney uses
forensic rhetoric to argue that poetry not only reflects a distinct reality, but that it also has a lengthy and venerable past and does not lie. It is justifiable in and of itself as a technique of inspiring readers to engage in virtuous behaviour.Sidney had to overcome censorship by his use of rhetorical tactics in the Apology.Sidney was well knowledgeable on
the phenomenon of courtship. As part of his approach against the possibility of censorship, Sidney employs the usual divisions of classical oration, such as exordium and peroratio. Humanist education influenced Sidneys use of classical oratory (Harvey 1). Utilizing the rhetorical techniques found in such guides as Thomas Wilsons Arte of Rhetoric, he
constructs his argument using this way.Rhetorique (1553) (Harvey 2). Additionally, Sidney used metaphor and allegory to disguise and convey his perspective. His use of horsemanship as imagery and analogy, for instance, substantiates his conception of the transformative potential of poetry. The etymology of Sidneys name, Philip, is horse-lover,
which is unnoticed in his work as an author (Pask 7). By expanding a conceit, Sidney extends the horse and saddle metaphor from the opening talk on horsemanship throughout his work (Leitch 333). Sidney then takes precautions to avoid a dispute with the poet-whippers (Leitch 346). Additionally, Sidney considers the rhetorical concept of memory.
In addition to its potential to pleasure, poetry has an affinity for memory (Leitch 347).Method and style are thus essential components of the Apology in order to circumvent the issue of censorship. Sidney consciously defends Horace and challenges the advantage afforded to truth for this reason. He contends that the poet makes no literal claims of
truth, is not deluded, and consequently constructs fictional assertions that are as true as any others (Bear 5). What is at risk is not only the value of poetry in terms of its utility, but also its position in a world teeming with conflict, the contingent, and the temporary.,the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit.117,937 active editors 7,001,027 articles in
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"Pagans" in Medieval Hungary, c. 1000-c.1300. Cambridge University Press. p.158. ISBN978-0-521-02720-5.” Lourie, Elena (2004). Jews, Muslims, and Christians in and around the Crown of Aragon: essays in honour of Professor Elena Lourie. Brill. p.270. ISBN90-04-12951-0.[permanent dead link]Retrieved from " 30ne hundred years, from 1101 to
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Hemisphere at the beginning of the 12th centuryThe 12th century is the period from 1101 to 1200 in accordance with the Julian calendar. In the history of European culture, this period is considered part of the High Middle Ages and overlaps with what is often called the "'Golden Age' of the Cistercians". The Golden Age of Islam experienced
significant development, particularly in Islamic Spain.In Song dynasty China, an invasion by Jurchens caused a political schism of north and south. The Khmer Empire of Cambodia flourished during this century, while the Fatimids of Egypt were overtaken by the Ayyubid dynasty. Following the expansions of the Ghaznavids and Ghurid Empire, the
Muslim conquests in the Indian subcontinent took place at the end of the century.The Ghurid Empire converted to Islam from Buddhism.1101: In July, the Treaty of Alton is signed between Henry I of England and his older brother Robert, Duke of Normandy in which Robert agrees to recognize Henry as king of England in exchange for a yearly stipend
and other concessions. The agreement temporarily ends a crisis in the succession of the Anglo-Norman kings.11011103: David the Builder takes over Kakheti and Hereti (now parts of Georgia).1102: King Coloman unites Hungary and Croatia under the Hungarian Crown.1102: Muslims conquer Seoro de Valencia.11031104: A church council is
convened by King David the Builder in Urbnisi to reorganize the Georgian Orthodox Church.1104: In the Battle of Ertsukhi, King David the Builder defeats an army of Seljuks.1104: King Jayawarsa of Kadiri (on Java) ascends to the throne.[citation needed]1106: Battle of Tinchebray.11071111: Sigurd I of Norway becomes the first Norwegian king to
embark on a crusade to the Holy Land. He fights in Lisbon and on various Mediterranean isles and helps the King of Jerusalem to take Sidon from the Muslims.1108: By the Treaty of Devol, signed in September, Bohemond I of Antioch has to submit to the Byzantine Empire, becoming the vassal of Alexius 1.1109: On June 10, Bertrand of Toulouse
captures the County of Tripoli (northern Lebanon/western Syria).1109: In the Battle of Nako, Boleslaus III Wrymouth defeats the Pomeranians and re-establishes Polish access to the sea.1109: On August 24, in the Battle of Hundsfeld, Boleslaus III Wrymouth defeats Emperor Henry V of Germany and stops German expansion eastward.1111: On April
14, during Henry V's first expedition to Rome, he is crowned Holy Roman Emperor.1113: Paramavishnulok is crowned as King Suryavarman II in Cambodia. He expands the Khmer Empire and builds Angkor Wat during the first half of the century. He establishes diplomatic relations with China.1115: The Georgian army occupies Rustavi in the war
with the Muslims.1115: In Java, King Kamesvara of Kadiri ascends to the throne. Janggala ceases to exist and comes under Kadiri domination, highly possible under royal marriage. During his reign, Mpu Dharmaja writes Kakawin Smaradahana, a eulogy for the king which become the inspiration for the Panji cycle tales, which spread across Southeast
Asia.[1]1116: The Byzantine army defeats the Turks at Philomelion.1116: Death of doa Jimena Daz, governor of Valencia from 1099 to 1102.c. 1119: The Knights Templar are founded to protect Christian pilgrims in Jerusalem.A Black and White Photo of the 12th century Cuenca Cathedral (built from 1182 to 1270) in Cuenca, Spain1120: On January
16, the Council of Nablus, a council of ecclesiastic and secular lords in the crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem, establishes the first written laws for the kingdom.1120: On November 25, William Adelin, the only legitimate son of King Henry I of England, drowns in the White Ship Disaster, leading to a succession crisis which will bring down the Norman
monarchy of England.1121: On August 12, in the Battle of Didgori, the greatest military victory in Georgian history, King David the Builder with 45,000 Georgians, 15,000 Kipchak auxiliaries, 500 Alan mercenaries and 100 French Crusaders defeats a much larger Seljuk-led Muslim coalition army.1121: On December 25, St. Norbert and 29
companions make their solemn vows in Premontre, France, establishing the Premonstratensian Order.1122: The Battle of Beroia (Modern-day Stara Zagora, Bulgaria) results in the disappearance of the Pechenegs Turkish tribe as an independent force.1122: On September 23, the Concordat of Worms (Pactum Calixtinum) is drawn up between
Emperor Henry V and Pope Calixtus II bringing an end to the first phase of the power struggle between the papacy and the Holy Roman Empire.1122: King David the Builder captures Thilisi and declares it the capital city of Georgia, ending 400 years of Arab rule.1123: The Jurchen dynasty of China forces Koryo (now Korea) to recognize their
suzerainty.1124: In April or May, David I is crowned King of the Scots.1125: On June 11, in the Battle of Azaz, the Crusader states, led by King Baldwin II of Jerusalem, defeat the Seljuk Turks.1125: In November, the Jurchens of the Jin dynasty declare war on the Song dynasty, beginning the JinSong wars.1125: Lothair of Supplinburg, duke of Saxony,
is elected Holy Roman Emperor instead of the nearest heir, Frederick of Swabia, beginning the great struggle between Guelphs and Ghibellines.1127: The Northern Song dynasty loses power over northern China to the Jin dynasty.1128: On June 24, the Kingdom of Portugal gains independence from the Kingdom of Len at the Battle of So Mamede;
(recognised by Len in 1143).The temple complex of Angkor Wat, built during the reign of Suryavarman II in Cambodia of the Khmer Era.11301180: 50-year drought in what is now the American Southwest.11301138: Papal schism, Pope Innocent II vs. Antipope Anacletus I1.1130: On March 26, Sigurd I of Norway dies. A golden era of 95 years comes
to an end for Norway as civil wars between the members of Harald Fairhair's family line rage for the remainder of the century.1130: On Christmas Day, Roger II is crowned King of Sicily, the royal title being bestowed on him by Antipope Anacletus I1.1132: The Southern Song dynasty establishes China's first permanent standing navy, although China
had a long naval history prior. The main admiral's office is at the port of Dinghai.11321183: the Chinese navy increases from a mere 3,000 to 52,000 marine soldiers stationed in 20 different squadrons. During this time, hundreds of treadmill-operated paddle wheel craft are assembled for the navy to fight the Jin dynasty in the north.1135: King
Jayabaya of Kadiri ascends to the throne.[2]11351154: The Anarchy takes place, during a period of civil war in England.1136: Suger begins rebuilding the abbey church at St Denis north of Paris, which is regarded as the first major Gothic building.1137: On July 22, the future King Louis VII of France marries Eleanor, the Duchess of Aquitaine.1138:
On October 11, the 1138 Aleppo earthquake devastates much of northern Syria.1139: in April, the Second Lateran Council ends the papal schism.1139: On July 5, in the Treaty of Mignano, Pope Innocent II confirms Roger II as King of Sicily, Duke of Apulia, and Prince of Capua and invests him with his titles.1139: On July 25, the Portuguese defeat the
Almoravids led by Ali ibn Yusuf in the Battle of Ourique; Prince Afonso Henriques is acclaimed King of Portugal by his soldiers.Averroes in a 14th-century painting by Andrea di Bonaiuto11401150: Collapse of the Ancestral Puebloan culture at Chaco Canyon (modern-day New Mexico).1141: The Treaty of Shaoxing ends the conflict between the Jin
dynasty and Southern Song dynasty, legally establishing the boundaries of the two countries and forcing the Song dynasty to renounce all claims to its former territories north of the Huai River. The treaty reduces the Southern Song into a quasi-tributary state of the Jurchen Jin dynasty.1143: Manuel I Komnenos is crowned as Byzantine emperor after
the death of John II Komnenos.1143: Afonso Henriques is proclaimed King of Portugal by the cortes.1143: The Treaty of Zamora recognizes Portuguese independence from the Kingdom of Len. Portugal also recognizes the suzerainty of the pope.1144: On December 24, Edessa falls to the Atabeg Zengi.11451148: The Second Crusade is launched in
response to the fall of the County of Edessa.1147: On October 25, the four-month-long Siege of Lisbon successfully brings the city under definitive Portuguese control, expelling the Moorish overlords.1147: A new Berber dynasty, the Almohads, led by Emir Abd al-Mu'min, takes North Africa from the Almoravides and soon invades the Iberian
Peninsula. The Almohads began as a religious movement to rid Islam of impurities.1147: The Wendish Crusade against the Polabian Slavs (or "Wends") in what is now northern and eastern Germany.1150: Ramon Berenguer IV, Count of Barcelona marries Petronilla, the Queen of Aragon.1151: The Treaty of Tudiln is signed by Alfonso VII of Len and
Raymond Berengar IV, Count of Barcelona, recognizing the Aragonese conquests south of the Jcar and the right to expand in and annex the Kingdom of Murcia.1153: The Treaty of Wallingford, ends the civil war between Empress Matilda and her cousin King Stephen of England fought over the English crown. Stephen acknowledges Matilda's son
Henry of Anjou as heir.1153: The First Treaty of Constance is signed between Emperor Frederick I and Pope Eugene III, by the terms of which, the emperor is to prevent any action by Manuel I Comnenus to reestablish the Byzantine Empire on Italian soil and to assist the pope against his enemies in revolt in Rome.1154: the Moroccan-born Muslim
geographer Muhammad al-Idrisi publishes his Geography.1154: On December 27, Henry II is crowned King of England at Westminster Abbey.1155: Pope Adrian IV grants overlordship of Ireland to Henry II of England in the bull Laudabiliter.1156: On June 18, the Treaty of Benevento is entered into by Pope Adrian IV and the Norman Kingdom of
Sicily. After years of turbulent relations, the popes finally settles down to peace with the Hauteville kings. The kingship of William I is recognized over all Sicily, Apulia, Calabria, Campania, and Capua. The tribute to the pope of 600 schifati agreed upon by Roger II in 1139 at Mignano is affirmed and another 400 shift is added for the new lands.1158:
The Treaty of Sahagn ends the war between Castile and Len.The Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou, China, 11651161: the Song dynasty Chinese navy, employing gunpowder bombs launched from trebuchets, defeats the enormous Jin dynasty navy in the East China Sea in the Battle of Tangdao and on the Yangtze River in the Battle of Caishi.1161: Kilij Arslan
II, Sultan of Rum, makes peace with the Byzantine Empire, recognizing the emperor's primacy.1161: In the siege of Ani, troops from the Kingdom of Georgia take control over the city, only to have it sold for the second time to the Shaddadids, a Kurdish dynasty.1162: Genghis Khan, the founder of the Mongol Empire, is born as Temjin in present-day
Mongolia.1163: The Norwegian Law of Succession takes effect.11651182: Tensions and disputes between the Pagan Empire and the Kingdom of Polonnaruwa causes the Sinhalese under Parakramabahu the Great to raid Burma.1168: King Valdemar I of Denmark conquers Arkona on the Island of Rgen, the strongest pagan fortress and temple in
northern Europe.1169: Political disputes within the Pandya Empire sparks the decade-long Pandyan Civil War.1169: On May 1, the Norman invasion of Ireland begins. Richard fitzGilbert de Clare ('Strongbow') allies with the exiled Irish chief, Dermot MacMurrough, to help him recover his kingdom of Leinster.The defense of the Carroccio during the
battle of Legnano (1176) by Amos Cassioli (18321891)1170: The Treaty of Sahagn is signed by Alfonso VIII of Castile and Alfonso II of Aragon. Based on the terms of the accord, Alfonso VIII agrees to provide Alfonso II with three hostages, to be used as tribute payments owed by Ibn Mardan of Valencia and Murcia.1170: On December 29, Thomas
Becket is murdered in Canterbury Cathedral.1171: Saladin deposes the last Fatimid Caliph Al-'id and establishes the Ayyubid dynasty.1171: On November 11, Henry II of England lands in Ireland to assert his claim as Lord of Ireland.1172: The Pandyan city of Madurai is sacked by the Sinhalese army due to an attempt to drive off the rival throne
claimant, Kulasekara Pandyan.1173: Sinhalese king Parakramabahu the Great gains a decisive victory by invading the Chola Empire as an ally of the Pandyas in the Pandyan Civil War.1174: On July 12, William I of Scotland is captured by the English in the Battle of Alnwick. He accepts the feudal overlordship of the English crown and pays ceremonial
allegiance at York.1175: Hnen Shnin (Genk) founds the Jdo sh (Pure Land) sect of Buddhism.1175: The Treaty of Windsor is signed by King Henry II of England and the High King of Ireland, Ruaidr Ua Conchobair.1176: On May 29, Frederick Barbarossa's forces are defeated in the Battle of Legnano by the Lombard League which results in the
emperor's acknowledgment of the pope's sovereignty over the Papal States and Alexander acknowledging the emperor's overlordship of the imperial Church.1176: On September 17, The Battle of Myriokephalon (Myriocephalum; Turkish: Miryakefalon Sava) is fought between the Byzantine Empire and the Seljuk Turks in Phrygia. It is a serious
reversal for the Byzantine forces and will be the final, unsuccessful, effort by the Byzantines to recover the interior of Anatolia from the Seljuk Turks.1177: The Treaty or Peace of Venice is signed by the papacy and its allies, and Frederick I, Holy Roman Emperor. The Norman Kingdom of Sicily also participates in negotiations and the treaty thereby
determines the political course of all of Italy for the next several years.1178: Chinese writer Zhou Qufei, a Guangzhou customs officer, writes of an island far west in the Indian Ocean (possibly Madagascar), from where people with skin "as black as lacquer" and with frizzy hair were captured and purchased as slaves by Arab merchants.1179: The
Treaty of Cazola (Cazorla) is signed by Alfonso II of Aragon and Alfonso VIII of Castile, dividing Andalusia into separate zones of conquest for the two kingdoms, so that the work of the Reconquista would not be stymied by internecine feuding.1180: The Portuguese Navy defeats a Muslim fleet off the coast of Cape Espichel.11801185: the Genpei War
in Japan.1181: Parakramabahu the Great conducts a large-scale raid on Burma, after a ship transporting a Sinhalese princess to the Khmer Empire is attacked by Burmese naval fleets.1182: Religious reformations of Theravada Buddhism in Pagan Burma under the patronage of Narapatisithu are continued with the end of the Polonnaruwa-Pagan
War.1182: Revolt of the people of Constantinople against the Latins, whom they massacre, proclaiming Andronicus I Comnenus as co-emperor.1183: On January 25, the final Peace of Constance between Frederick Barbarossa, the pope and the Lombard towns is signed, confirming the Peace of Venice of 1177.1183: On September 24, Andronicus I
Comnenus has his nephew Alexius II Comnenus strangled.1184: On March 24, Queen Tamar, King of Georgia, accedes to the throne as sole ruler after reigning with her father, George III, for six years.1184: Diet of Pentecost organised by Emperor Frederick I in Mainz.1185: The Uprising of Asen and Peter against the Byzantine Empire leads to the
restoration of the Bulgarian Empire.1185: Andronicus I Comnenus is deposed and, on September 12, executed as a result of the Norman massacre of the Greeks of Thessalonika.1185: The cathedral school (Katedralskolan) in Lund, Sweden, is founded. The school is the oldest in northern Europe and one of the oldest in all of Europe.1185: Beginning in
this year the Kamakura shogunate deprives the emperor of Japan of political power.1186: On January 27, the future Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI marries Constance of Sicily, the heiress to the Sicilian throne.1187: On July 4, in the Battle of Hattin, Saladin defeats the king of Jerusalem.1187: In August, the Swedish royal and commercial center
Sigtuna is attacked by raiders from Karelia, Couronia, and/or Estonia.[3]1188: The Riah were introduced into the Habt and south of Tetouan by the Almohad caliph, Abu Yusuf Yaqub al-Mansur, and Jochem and Acem were introduced in Tamesna.[4]1189: On September 3, Richard I is crowned King of England at Westminster.1189: On November 11,
William IT of Sicily dies and is succeeded by his illegitimate cousin Tancred, Count of Lecce instead of Constance.11891192: The Third Crusade is an attempt by European leaders to wrest the Holy Land from Saladin.Richard I of England, or Richard the Lionheart.1190: On June 10, Emperor Frederick Barbarossa drowns in the River Salef, leaving the
Crusader army under the command of the rivals Philip II of France and Richard I of England, which ultimately leads to the dissolution of the army.1191: Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI attacked the Kingdom of Sicily from May to August but fails and withdrawn, with Empress Constance captured (released 1192).1191: On September 7, Saladin is
defeated by Richard I of England at the Battle of Arsuf.1192: In April, Isabella I begins her reign as Christian Queen of the Kingdom of Jerusalem1192: In the Battle of Jaffa, King Richard the Lionheart defeats Saladin.1192: In June, the Treaty of Ramla is signed by Saladin and Richard Lionheart. Under the terms of the agreement, Jerusalem will
remain under Muslim control. However, the city will be open to Christian pilgrims. The Latin Kingdom is reduced to a coastal strip that extends from Tyre to Jaffa.1192: Minamoto no Yoritomo is appointed Sei-i Taishgun, "barbarian-subduing great general", shgun for short, the first military dictator to bear this title.1192: Sultan Shahbuddin
Muhammad Ghori establishes the first Muslim empire in India for 14 years (11921206) by defeating Prithviraj Chauhan.1193: Nalanda, the great Indian Buddhist educational centre, is destroyed.1194: Emperor Henry VI conquers the Kingdom of Sicily.1195: On June 16, the struggle of Shamqgori. Georgian forces annihilate the army of Abu
Baqgar.1198: The brethren of the Crusader hospital in Acre are raised to a military order of knights, the Teutonic Knights, formally known as the Order of the Knights of the Hospital of St. Mary of the Teutons in Jerusalem.1199: Pope Innocent III writes to Kaloyan, inviting him to unite the Bulgarian Church with the Roman Catholic Church.1200:
Construction begins on the Grand Village of the Natchez near Natchez, Mississippi. This ceremonial center for the Natchez people is occupied and built until the early 17th century.[5]Eastern Hemisphere at the end of the 12th centuryChina is under the Northern Song dynasty. Early in the century, Zhang Zeduan paints Along the River During the
Qingming Festival. It will later end up in the Palace Museum, Beijing.In southeast Asia, there is conflict between the Khmer Empire and the Champa. Angkor Wat is built under the Hindu king Suryavarman II. By the end of the century, the Buddhist Jayavarman VII becomes the ruler.Japan is in its Heian period. The Chj-jinbutsu-giga is made and
attributed to Toba Sj. It ends up at the Kzan-ji, Kyoto.In Oceania, the Tui Tonga Empire expands to a much greater area.Europe undergoes the Renaissance of the 12th century. The blast furnace for the smelting of cast iron is imported from China, appearing around Lapphyttan, Sweden, as early as 1150.Alexander Neckam is the first European to
document the mariner's compass, first documented by Shen Kuo during the previous century.Christian humanism becomes a self-conscious philosophical tendency in Europe. Christianity is also introduced to Estonia, Finland, and Karelia.The first medieval universities are founded. Pierre Abelard teaches.Middle English begins to develop, and literacy
begins to spread outside the Church throughout Europe.[6] In addition, churchmen are increasingly willing to take on secular roles. By the end of the century, at least a third of England's bishops also act as royal judges in secular matters.[7]The Ars antiqua period in the history of the medieval music of Western Europe begins.The earliest recorded
miracle play is performed in Dunstable, England.Gothic architecture and trouvre music begin in France.During the middle of the century, the Cappella Palatina is built in Palermo, Sicily, and the Madrid Skylitzes manuscript illustrates the Synopsis of Histories by John Skylitzes.Fire and plague insurance first become available in Iceland, and the first
documented outbreaks of influenza there happens.The medieval state of Serbia is formed by Stefan Nemanja and then continued by the Nemanji dynasty.By the end of the century, both the Capetian dynasty and the House of Anjou are relying primarily on mercenaries in their militaries. Paid soldiers are available year-round, unlike knights who
expected certain periods off to maintain their manor lifestyles.[8]In India, Hoysala architecture reaches its peak.In the Middle East, the icon of Theotokos of Vladimir is painted probably in Constantinople. Everything but the faces will later be retouched, and the icon will go to the Tretyakov Gallery of Moscow.The Georgian poet Shota Rustaveli
composes his epic poem The Knight in the Panther's Skin.Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi founds his "school of illumination".In North Africa, the kasbah of Marrakesh is built, including the city gate Bab Agnaou and the Koutoubia mosque.In sub-Saharan Africa, Kente cloth is first woven.In France, the first piedfort coins were minted.The city of Tula burns
down, marking the end of the Toltec Empireln West Africa the Ife Empire is established.See also: Timeline of historic inventions 12th century1104: The Venice Arsenal of Venice, Italy, is founded. It employed some 16,000 people for the mass production of sailing ships in large assembly lines, hundreds of years before the Industrial Revolution.1106:
Finished building of Gelati.1107: The Chinese engineer Wu Deren combines the mechanical compass vehicle of the south-pointing chariot with the distance-measuring odometer device.1111: The Chinese Donglin Academy is founded.1165: The Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou, China, is built.1170: The Roman Catholic notion of Purgatory is defined.[9]1185:
First record of windmills.Wikimedia Commons has media related to 12th century.” Soekmono, R, Drs., Pengantar Sejarah Kebudayaan Indonesia 2, 2nd ed. Penerbit Kanisius, Yogyakarta, 1973, 5th reprint edition in 1988 p.57” Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (1998, July 20). Kairi. Encyclopedia Britannica.” Enn Tarvel (2007). Sigtuna
hukkumine. Archived 2017-10-11 at the Wayback Machine Haridus, 2007 (7-8), p 3841" Notice sur les Arabes hilaliens. Ismal Hamet. p.248.” Francine Weiss and Mark R. Barnes (May 3, 1989). "National Register of Historic Places Registration: Grand Village of the Natchez Site / Fatherland Plantation Site (22-Ad-501)" (pdf). National Park Service.
and Accompanying 3 photos, from 1989.(680KB)”™ Warren 1961, p.129.” Warren 1961, p.159.”™ Warren 1961, p.60-61.”~ Le Goff, Jacques (1986). The Birth of Purgatory. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN0226470822.Warren, Wilfred Lewis (1961). King John. University of California Press. p.362. ISBN9780520036437. {{cite book}}: ISBN /
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Read more Alfred Lord Tennysons Break, Break, Break is an ideal representation of Victorian poetry, perfectly expressing the intense feelings of loss, longing, and the relentless march of time. Tennysons poignant poems, which were written in the wake of a personal sorrow, lament the passing of a close friend against the unceasing beat of the waves.
We are asked to face our own thoughts about memory, mortality, and the eternal power of human passion as we delve into the depths of this classic poem. The Poems every line is filled with the waves of grief smashing against the shores of recollection and the echoes of longing. Read more The early 19th and early 20th centuries, known as the
Victorian Age, were marked by significant changes in politics, society, and culture. It was a time of great social changes, imperial expansion, and fast urbanization, industrialization, and technological growth. Alfred Lord Tennyson, who became one of the most popular poets in this revolutionary period, captured the spirit of the time in his poems.
Tennysons literary works delves extensively into the complexities of Victorian life, addressing various themes including the effects of industrialization on society, the pursuit of advancement and ethical assurance in the face of scientific skepticism, the persistent conflicts between faith and doubt, and the examination of the human condition during a
period of significant transformation. Read more An elegy is a genre of poetry that laments the loss of a person or object and frequently addresses themes of mortality, loss, and sadness. It is a mourning or homage to the departed or the lost object. Moreover, elegy can address more general topics like aging, nostalgia, and the fleeting nature of
existence. Read more In literature, titles often function as shortened summaries of a pieces main ideas, giving readers an idea of the underlying themes and ideas. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen is not an exception. The novels complex socioeconomic dynamics are hinted at in the title, which also alludes to the personal characteristics of important
characters. The purpose of this answer is to examine the complex relationship between pride and prejudice as it is depicted in Austens novel, going beyond simple character attributes to consider wider societal ramifications. The goal is to reveal the complexities of prejudice and pride in oneself and society, as well as how these influences interact to
shape the relationships, characters, and social mores in this classic piece of literature. Read more Irony is a powerful and common literary device that is skillfully incorporated throughout the narrative of Jane Austens Pride and Prejudice, contributing to both character development and societal critique. The completed relationships and social
conventions of the early 19th century are examined in this narrative, which is set in England. The main focus of this answer is on the various verbal, situational, and dramatic ironies used by Austen. It demonstrates how these devices are used to expose hidden truths, subvert social norms, and influence character development. By exploring the
complex nature of irony, this answer tries to demonstrate how essential it is to the works depth and complexity, emphasizing how it affects character dynamics and contributes to a larger critique of societal conventions within the societal setting that Austens timeless work portrays. Read more Published in 1813, Jane Austens Pride and Prejudice is a
timeless classic that explores the complex social structure of early 19th-century England. The story deftly interweaves a satirical examination of love, class, and social conventions with the lives of the Bennet family. The female characters form the core of the story, with each one significantly influencing the subject matter of the novel. By analyzing the
important roles played by female characters like Elizabeth Bennet, Jane Bennet, Mrs. Bennet, Charlotte Lucas, and Lady Catherine de Bourgh, this answer seeks to shed light on the ways in which Jane Austen uses these characters personalities, decisions, and interactions to offer a nuanced commentary on the expectations that society placed on
women in this era. Read more Post navigation
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