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According to Collins English Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, and the American Heritage Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language, diction refers to the choice of words in speech or writing, as well as enunciation, elocution or a manner of speaking. The word diction is two syllables - dic-tion, and the pronunciation of diction is 'dikfen. There are
many common types of diction, including formal diction, classic diction, literary diction analysis, concrete diction, good diction, and more. Many different languages also contain words that mean diction. You may notice that some of these translations of diction look and sound similar to one another. These are called cognates, which are words and
phrases in different languages that likely have the same root or language of origin, causing them to sound the same. The below list of translations of diction is provided by Word Sense. Italian: dizione (fem.) Catalan: diccié (fem.) Ido: diciono Turkish: séyleyim Spanish: diccién (fem.) Hungarian: eléaddsméd Hebrew: nixj7'T Portuguese: dicgao

(fem.) Irish: briathrajocht (fem.) Roman: dikcija (fem.) German: Diktion (fem.) Polish: dykcja (fem.) Russian: guikmus (fem.) Latin: dictio, eloquium Dutch: dictie (fem.) Persian: 4,55 (guye), ol (bayan) French: diction (fem.) Japanese: SL\E U (L)L V£ U, iimawashi), 7« ¥ ¥ 3~ (dikushon) Indonesian: diksi Kurdish: gotin (fem.), derbirin Bulgarian:
nuknus Cyrillic: mukiuja (fem.) Estonian: valjendusviis, diktsioon Finnish: sananvalinta, lausuntatapa, kirjoitustapa, diktio Mandarin: it= (ttizi) What is the word origin of diction? According to Etymonline, the word diction comes from the Late Latin dictionem and has been used since the 16¢ Late Middle English diccion, in which time period it meant
“word.” The Latin word comes from the nominative dictio/Latin dictio, a noun of action from the past participle stem of Latin dicere/dicare and the source of the French dire, related to dicare and the Proto-Indo-European roots deik. How can the word diction be used in a sentence? The word diction can be used in many different sentences in the
English language. Using words in a sentence is a great way to memorize their definitions. You can also try making quizzes for yourself or testing yourself with flashcards. Try using this word of the day in a sentence today! Below are a couple of examples of diction. The speaker’s distinctive vocabulary choices, diction, and physical movement made her
very interesting to watch. She used all of her extremities to their fullest complexity to engage the audience’s states of mind. The active character used a very different form of diction than the introspective character in an abstract way, which created a powerful sentiment in the last act of the play. There was an imprecision to his diction. It felt like a
burden, strain, and tension on his mind to speak with clarity; a poverty of thought, almost. Allyn Bacon spoke with concise military verbiage compared to the diction of his sister, whose speech was rife with wordiness and clichés. What are synonyms of diction? There are a variety of equivalent words that one can use in place of the word diction. These
are called synonyms, which are words and phrases that have the same or a similar meaning as another word or phrase. Synonyms are useful to know if you are trying to expand your vocabulary as well as if you are trying to avoid repeating yourself. This list of synonyms for the word diction is provided by Power Thesaurus. pattern of

conduct meaningfulness wording expressiveness vocab manner of speaking utterance speech language speaking wordage delivery verbalisation articulateness enunciation elocution style of expression expressivity choosing words vocabulary way of talking phraseology drawl way of speaking public speaking gift of gab accent choice of

words pronunciations articulation fluency term behavioural pattern expressions speechcraft orthoepy speeches verbalization speech pattern modulation word choice phonetics rhetoric command of language terminology accentuation jargon eloquence voicing onomastics lingo speaking skills locution vernacular voice

culture speechmaking phrasing idiolect expression oration phonemics phrase vocalization oratories articulacy parlance verbosity phonology inflection usage eloquentness twang manner turn of phrase dialect voice production distinctiveness of speech articulation of speech distinctness of pronunciation degree of clarity of word choice proper

grammar articulation speechifying formulation pronunciation intonation verbiage oratory langue way of writing phoneme syntax dialogue declamation mode of expression regard speech-sound quality accuracy rhetorical delivery register phonation syllabification articulations idiom idioms word

selection verbalism nomenclature style discourse talk lexis behaviour pattern characterization What are other literary techniques and devices? There are many different literary and grammatical techniques and devices that you might see when you are reading prose or poetry. It is important to recognize these devices because they are always used for
some purpose. Knowing these devices can help readers understand the author’s deeper meaning and why they are using such a device. Take a look at the below list of literary devices from Reedsy and see how many you know! Then try researching ones that are unfamiliar to you. Repetition Anastrophe Chiasmus Dramatic

irony Oxymoron Isocolon Foreshadowing Tragicomedy Juxtaposition Colloquialism Metonymy Symbolism Malapropism Hyperbole In Medias Res Motif Soliloquy Litotes Metaphor Personification Irony Tautology Anthropomorphism Hypophora Zoomorphism Paradox Tone Point of view Tmesis Archetype Satire Euphemism Allusion Simile Frame

story Aphorism Onomatopoeia Flashback Cumulative sentence Exposition Imagery Polysyndeton Synecdoche Anaphora Anachronism Allegory Overall, the word diction refers to a person’s choice of words in speech or writing, as well as enunciation, elocution or a manner of speaking. This word is often used to talk about the way in which someone
speaks or sings in a performance such as a play or music performance. Sources: Kevin Miller is a growth marketer with an extensive background in Search Engine Optimization, paid acquisition and email marketing. He is also an online editor and writer based out of Los Angeles, CA. He studied at Georgetown University, worked at Google and
became infatuated with English Grammar and for years has been diving into the language, demystifying the do's and don'ts for all who share the same passion! He can be found online here. As a literary device, diction refers to the choice of words and style of expression that an author makes and uses in a work of literature. Diction can have a great
effect on the tone of a piece of literature, and how readers perceive the characters.One of the primary things that diction does is establish whether a work is formal or informal. Choosing more elevated words will establish a formality to the piece of literature, while choosing slang will make it informal. For example, consider the difference between “I
am much obliged to you, sir” and “Thanks a bunch, buddy!” The former expression of gratitude sounds much more formal than the latter, and both would sound out of place if used in the wrong situation.Common Examples of DictionWe alter our diction all the time depending on the situation we are in. Different communication styles are necessary at
different times. We would not address a stranger in the same way as a good friend, and we would not address a boss in that same way as a child. These different choices are all examples of diction. Some languages have codified diction to a greater extent. For example, Spanish is one of many languages that has a different form of address and verb
conjugation if you are speaking to a stranger or superior than if you are speaking to a friend or younger person. Here are more examples of different diction choices based on formality:“Could you be so kind as to pass me the milk?” Vs. “Give me that!”“I regret to inform you that that is not the case.” Vs. “You're wrong!”“It is a pleasure to see you
again! How are you today?” Vs. “Hey, what’s up?”“I’'m a bit upset,” Vs. “I'm so pissed off.”“I would be delighted!” Vs. “Sure, why not?”“I’ll do it right away, sir,” Vs. “Yeah, just a sec.”Significance of Diction in LiteratureAuthors make conscious and unconscious word choices all the time when writing literature, just as we do when speaking to one
another. The diction in a piece establishes many different aspects of how we read the work of literature, from its formality to its tone even to the type of story we are reading. For example, there could be two practically identical spy novels, but in one we are privileged to the main character’s innermost thoughts about the situation while in the other
we only see what the main character does. The author has chosen verbs either of introspection or action, and this type of diction thus determines what kind of story the book presents. This is the difference between spy novels by, for example, John le Carré (Tinker, Tailor, Solider, Spy; A Most Wanted Man) and Dan Brown (The Da Vinci Code;
Inferno).Examples of Diction in LiteratureExample #1 MACBETH: Is this a dagger which I see before me,The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee.I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.Art thou not, fatal vision, sensibleTo feeling as to sight? Or art thou butA dagger of the mind, a false creation,Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?
Vs.MACBETH: I have done the deed. - Didst thou not hear a noise?LADY MACBETH: I heard the owl scream and the crickets cry.Did not you speak?MACBETH: When?LADY MACBETH: Now.MACBETH: As I descended?”LADY MACBETH: Ay.(Macbeth by William Shakespeare)This is an interesting example of diction from Shakespeare’s famous tragedy
Macbeth. As modern readers, we often consider Shakespeare’s language to be quite formal, as it is filled with words like “thou” and “thy” as well as archaic syntax such as in Macheth’s questions “Didst thou not hear a noise?” However, there is striking difference in the diction between these two passages. In the first, Macbeth is contemplating a
murder in long, expressive sentences. In the second excerpt, Macbeth has just committed a murder and has a rapid-fire exchange with his wife, Lady Macbeth. The different word choices that Shakespeare makes shows the different mental states that Macbeth is in in these two nearby scenes.Example #2It seemed to me that a careful examination of
the room and the lawn might possibly reveal some traces of this mysterious individual. You know my methods, Watson. There was not one of them which I did not apply to the inquiry. And it ended by my discovering traces, but very different ones from those which I had expected.(The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle)This
diction example is quite formal, even though Sherlock Holmes is speaking to his close friend Dr. Watson. He speaks in very full sentences and with elevated language (“might possibly reveal some traces” and “not one of them which I did not apply to the inquiry”). When speaking to such a close acquaintance, most people would choose other
constructions and less formal language. However, this diction employed by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle shows that Sherlock Holmes is always a very formal character, no matter the situation.Example #3You just hold your head high and keep those fists down. No matter what anybody says to you, don’t you let 'em get your goat. Try fighting with your head
for a change.(To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee)This is a quote from Atticus Finch, the father of To Kill a Mockingbird’s narrator, Scout. Atticus uses very formal language in his profession, as he is a celebrated lawyer. When speaking to his daughter, though, he changes his diction and uses short, simple phrases and words. He also uses the clichés
“hold your head high” and “don’t you let ‘em get your goat.” This informal diction shows his close relationship to his daughter and makes him seem more approachable than if we only saw him in his lawyerly role.Example #4His adolescent nerdliness vaporizing any iota of a chance he had for young love. Everybody else going through the terror and
joy of their first crushes, their first dates, their first kisses while Oscar sat in the back of the class, behind his DM’s screen, and watched his adolescence stream by. Sucks to be left out of adolescence, sort of like getting locked in the closet on Venus when the sun appears for the first time in a hundred years.(The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by
Junot Diaz)Contemporary writer Junot Diaz is noted for using a very distinct diction in his books. He often sprinkles in Spanish words and phrases in his works to make his characters—many of whom are from the Dominican Republic—seem more authentic. In this excerpt from his novel The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Diaz uses very informal
language, even creating the word “nerdliness.” He uses the slang term “sucks” to reinforce the sense of his character Oscar’s youth.Test Your Knowledge of Dictionl. What is the correct diction definition as a literary device?A. The choice of words an author makes in writing a piece of literature.B. The enunciation that a speaker uses.C. The way the
reader feels when reading a work of literature.[spoiler title="Answer to Question #1”]Answer: A is correct. While B is another definition of diction, it does not relate to diction as a literary device.[/spoiler]2. Which of the following famous lines from Shakespeare’s Hamlet employs informal diction?A. POLONIUS: Neither a borrower nor a lender be; For
loan oft loses both itself and friend, and borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.B. HAMLET: Get thee to a nunnery, go.C. QUEEN GERTRUDE: The lady doth protest too much, methinks.[spoiler title="Answer to Question #2"JAnswer: B is informal. Hamlet is speaking to Ophelia and gives her a direct command, which is rather rude. The other lines do
not employ informal diction.[/spoiler]Consider the following excerpt from Junot Diaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.He told them that it was only because of her love that he’d been able to do the thing that he had done, the thing they could no longer stop, told them if they killed him they would probably feel nothing and their children would
probably feel nothing either, not until they were old and weak or about to be struck by a car and then they would sense him waiting for them on the other side and over there he wouldn’t be no fatboy or dork or kid no girl had ever loved; over there he’d be a hero, an avenger.Which of the following phrases show that this is an example of informal
diction?A. He told them that it was only because of her love...B. ...if they killed him they would probably feel nothing...C. He wouldn’t be no fatboy or dork...[spoiler title="Answer to Question #3”]Answer: C is correct.[/spoiler] Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix,
transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests
the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not
have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you
use the material. 1. James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young ManThis novel follows Stephen Dedalus as he comes of age, achieving intellectual and religious maturity. The narration style uses diction that reflects Stephen’s current stage of development. Part 1 is written in a low and informal register that reflects his young age:Once upon a time
and a very good time it was there was a moocow coming down long the road and his moocow that was coming down along the road met a nicens little boy named back tuckoo. ... His father told him that story: his father looked at him through glass: he had a hairy face.This passage’s diction creates an innocent, childlike tone. Stephen lacks the
vocabulary to properly describe glasses and a beard, so the narration uses simple words like glass and hairy face. Terms like moocow and nicens further signify that Stephen is at the very beginning of his journey toward intellectual awakening.The narration becomes more precise and complex as Stephen ages, which is demonstrated by this passage
from Part 5:He drained his third cup of watery tea to the dregs and set to chewing the crusts of fried bread that were scattered near him, staring into the dark pool of the jar. The yellow dripping had been scooped out like a boghole and the pool under it brought back to his memory the dark turfcoloured water of the bath in Clongowes.Stephen’s
transition into young adulthood is complemented by an expanded vocabulary, complex syntax, and an increased level of specific detail.2. Cormac McCarthy, The RoadThis postapocalyptic novel follows a father and son as they traverse a devastated land after a cataclysm destroyed almost all life on Earth. The narration paints a picture of this wasteland
word by careful word:When it was light enough to use the binoculars he glassed the valley below. Everything paling away into the murk. The soft ash blowing in loose swirls over the blacktop. He studied what he could see. The segments of road down there among the dead trees. Looking for anything of color. Any movement. Any trace of standing
smoke. He lowered the glasses and pulled down the cotton mask from his face and wiped his nose on the back of his wrist and then glasses the country again. Then he just sat there holding the binoculars and watching the ashen daylight congeal over the land.This passage is full of terms with dark, negative connotations, which help develop the
novel’s somber tone. Though there is sunlight, words like murk and ashen reveal that the light is muted and gray. Congeal is an unusual way to describe something intangible like light, but it further emphasizes that, in this world, sunlight brings no hope or optimism; it only emphasizes the clouds of gray.3. Emily Dickinson, “Because I could not stop
for Death”In this poem, the speaker describes an encounter with Death. What follows are the first two stanzas:Because I could not stop for Death -He kindly stopped for me -The Carriage held but just Ourselves -And Immortality.We slowly drove - He knew no hasteAnd I had put awayMy labor and my leisure too,For His Civility -This poem mixes
abstractions like death and immortality with casual language. Basic words like held and stop contribute to the informal tone while also personifying Death as someone patient and courteous. The plural pronoun we combined with kindly, no haste, and civility suggests friendly familiarity between the speaker and Death. Through these choices, the poem
depicts Death as a dear friend rather than an unknowable thing to be feared. Words0O CharactersO Sentences0 Paragraphs0O PagesO Type or paste your text 250/250 280/280 300/300 Kevin August 28, 2024 Common Questions Dreams are mysterious and weird, but they're also understandable. The human brain works on symbols and archetypes, which
are things that represent other things in our subconscious. While most people report being able to remember Compose bold, clear, mistake-free, writing with Grammarly's Al-powered writing assistant The verbs allude and elude are homophones. “To allude” is to hint, suggest, or mention briefly. “To elude” is to escape or slip out of reach. Read More
Use bad (adj.) to describe nouns and pronouns as “immoral” or “of low quality.” Use badly (adv.) to modify verbs when meaning “to a great degree” or “in a bad manner.” Read More Labor and labour are different spellings of the same word. “Labour” is standard for British English, while American English uses “labor.” Read More Dreams are
mysterious and weird, but they're also understandable. The human brain works on symbols and archetypes, which are things that represent other things in our subconscious. While most people report being able to remember their dreams after waking up Read More Unless you're Jewish or speak Yiddish, you likely have no clue what the word
chutzpah means. Not to worry, though — The Word Counter is here to help! In this post, we're exploring Yiddish terminology to uncover all there is Read More Although the most common way to express one's feelings is through words, you might be surprised to learn that flowers have a language all their own, too — especially roses. In fact, this
beautiful flower can represent several various feelings Read More Do you want to know the abbreviation for the word “grams” in English? You're in luck! Read More Do you want to know the abbreviation for the word “grams” in English? You're in luck! We have the proper abbreviations for this word in our handy guide. Read More Do you want to
know how to abbreviate the word pages? We’ll be taking a look at the meaning of the word and its abbreviations. Read More Certain words in the English language, especially swear words, often have multiple definitions. The simple, four-letter word “damn” has several definitions used by English speakers all the time. Because there is no one
definition of damn, it can sometimes be Read More If you're asked to gauge something, what does it mean? This article will define the meaning of gauge as a noun and a verb and teach you how to use it. Read More The cheese stands alone: This common phrase may be familiar from your childhood. Read More The Word Counter is a dynamic online
tool used for counting words, characters, sentences, paragraphs and pages in real time, along with spelling and grammar checking. Writers leverage it to improve word choice and writing style as well as helping to detect grammar mistakes and plagiarism. Additionally, to assist with public speaking, our tool will accurately estimate speaking time to
help with prep for class presentations, wedding speeches, or anything of the sort. Use The Word Counter by typing directly into the text area above or pasting in your content. Word and character counts will display at the top, any writing mistakes will be underlined and your most frequently used keywords will appear to the right. The Auto-Save
feature will make sure you won't lose any changes while editing, even if you leave the site and come back later. NOTE: Bookmark this page now for easy future use. Another utility of The Word Counter specifically designed for copywriters and digital marketers is the ability to track your text length against common web standards like Twitter's tweet
character count (140), Google's meta description (300), and Facebook's average post display length (~250). Our tools and suite of offerings is ever evolving. If you see value in a new feature or tool, simply let us know and we will create it! Happy writing! Learn More About Us Signup to be the first to know when we publish updates, best-practices,
tips, and tricks. Diction definition: Diction is a writer’s purposeful choice of words. Diction and imagery together are what convey the intended tone to the reader. What Does Diction Mean? What is the meaning of diction? Diction is a writer’s choice of words. Through diction, an author expresses a particular tone or attitude through his speaker. The
choice of words is purposeful in order to convey a particular style or have an intended effect on the audience. Let’s say your intended effect is to persuade someone. For this purpose, we would want to carefully choose words that are persuasive. If you simply want someone to help you with a task, you may want to be direct but also include words that
are encouraging. For example, I would greatly appreciate it if you could organize the files for tomorrow. -versus- You need to organize these files by tomorrow. Types of Literary Diction The type of diction you employ will vary depending on the audience and occasion. The speaker or writer must be aware of the situation and purpose of writing in order
to convey an appropriate tone. Common Types of Diction in Literature Formal: Formal diction is appropriate when the speaker wants to convey a message and keep the situation impersonal. With formal diction, it is important to remember to be direct, speak in third person, and be sure to use proper grammar. Examples: business letters, cover letters,
financial analyses, research papers, etc. Casual: Casual diction is appropriate when writing literature or speaking with friends. Because it is used in a more casual setting, it will more closely resemble everyday speech and does not always follow the rules of grammar strictly. Examples: personal letters, non-business emails to friends or family, fiction
writing when conveying dialogue, etc. Slang: Slang diction will vary depending on the setting or context. Words will be ones that may only be familiar to people during a certain time period or setting and are constantly changing. Example: many popular music artists’ lyrics or teenagers are known for speaking with these terms. Diction (Word Choice)
vs. Diction (Enunciation) So far in this article, we have discussed diction in these sense of word choice. However, there is an additional type of diction that means the way in which someone says something, i.e., enunciation and pronunciation. If someone were to speak with an accent, his or her diction may affect the ability of the audience to
understand the message. For example, in some reality shows, such as A&E’s Duck Dynasty, they include subtitles due to the characters’ accents inhibiting the audience from understanding the dialogue. The Importance and Function of Diction Diction is important in order for a writer to convey authentically his message. Depending on the purpose of
the writing and the intended audience, the author will want to pay close attention to the words chosen in order to accomplish this objective. For instance, if a book or script is supposed to have taken place in the American South, the diction of the characters should not appear as a Northerner might speak. This might take the form of variant spellings
or altered spellings to resemble Southern pronunciations more closely. Examples of Diction in Literature Here are some examples of diction in literature. The diction in literature will depend on such factors as the setting, intended audience, as well as the intended tone. Example: In children’s books such as Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham, the writer
purposefully chooses simplistic, rhyming words to appeal to children. Do you like green eggs and ham? I do not like them Sam-I-am. I do not like green eggs and ham. Example: Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn is a common example of how diction is used in literature. In this book, Twain uses many colloquialism and idioms particular to a specific region
and specific time period in the United States. The Widow Douglas, she took me for her son, and allowed she would sivilize me; but it was rough living in the house all the time, considering how dismal regular and decent the widow was in all her ways; and so when I couldn’t stand it no longer, I lit out. This gives the character an authentic flair. Another
example of diction in a classic would be from Ayn Rand’s Anthem. In this novel, she had to be purposeful with her words because she had created a society in which the first person had been eliminated. Therefore, she wrote in second person “we” instead of using “I.” It is as if we were speaking alone to no ears but our own. And we know well that
there is no transgression blacker than to do or think alone. We have broken the laws. Summary: What is Diction? Diction English definition: In summation, diction is the author’s purposeful choice of words. Paying close attention to the words used in writing is important in order to achieve in the intended effect of the writing. Let’s take a look a one
more example of a writer who had to pay close attention to his word choice, William Shakespeare. This famous playwright often wrote in iambic pentameter. In other words, in each of his lines, he included ten syllables. He had to make sure that not only he chose words that conveyed his intended tone but also met the rhythm requirements of this
meter. From Romeo and Juliet: Two households, both alike in dignity,/In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,/From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,/Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. What is Diction in Literature? In the world of literature, diction is a crucial element that can make or break the reader’s experience. It is the author’s
choice of words, phrases, and language that shapes the tone, atmosphere, and overall feel of a literary work. In this article, we will delve into the world of diction, exploring its definition, types, and importance in literature. Definition of Diction Diction is the art of selecting and combining words, phrases, and language to convey meaning, tone, and
style in a literary work. It is a deliberate choice made by the author to create a specific atmosphere, mood, or emotional response in the reader. Diction can be used to: Establish the narrator’s persona or voice Create a sense of setting or atmosphere Convey emotions, tone, and mood Convey values, beliefs, or attitudes Create a particular style or
genre Types of Diction There are several types of diction, each with its own unique characteristics: Formal diction: characterized by formal, proper, and polite language, often used in formal writing, such as academic or official documents. Informal diction: characterized by casual, colloquial, and familiar language, often used in everyday conversations
or blogs. Archaic diction: characterized by the use of old-fashioned words, phrases, or phrases, often used to create a sense of nostalgia or historical context. Poetic diction: characterized by the use of figurative language, metaphor, and imagery, often used in poetry. Importance of Diction in Literature Diction is a crucial element in literature as it:
Transfers meaning and emotion to the reader Creates atmosphere and mood through the use of descriptive language Conveys the author’s intention and point of view Influences the reader’s perception of the characters, setting, and plot Shapes the tone of the literary work Examples of Effective Diction in Literature In Hemingway’s "The Old Man and
the Sea," the simple, concise language creates a sense of simplicity and straightforwardness, mirroring the fisherman’s character. In Austen’s "Pride and Prejudice," the use of formal, polite language creates a sense of propriety and social hierarchy, reflecting the societal norms of the time. In Shakespeare’s "Romeo and Juliet," the use of poetic
language and metaphor creates a sense of passion and romanticism, mirroring the characters’ emotions. Challenges of Using Diction in Literature Clarity and concision: finding the right balance between clarity and concision in language choices Authenticity and consistency: staying true to the character’s voice and consistent with the story’s tone
Cultural and historical context: considering the cultural and historical context of the language and its implications on the reader Conclusion In conclusion, diction is a vital component in literature, allowing authors to create a specific tone, atmosphere, and style. By understanding the different types of diction, their importance, and the challenges of
using them, writers can craft a compelling narrative that resonates with readers. Whether in poetry, fiction, or non-fiction, diction is a powerful tool that can shape the reader’s experience and leave a lasting impression. Key Takeaways Diction is the art of selecting and combining words, phrases, and language to convey meaning, tone, and style There
are several types of diction, including formal, informal, archaic, and poetic diction Diction is a crucial element in literature, transferring meaning, creating atmosphere, and conveying the author’s intention Authors must consider the challenges of using diction, including clarity, authenticity, and cultural and historical context References Hemingway,
E. (1952). The Old Man and the Sea. Austen, J. (1813). Pride and Prejudice. Shakespeare, W. (1595). Romeo and Juliet. I hope this article meets your requirements. Let me know if you need any changes or modifications. Your friends have asked us these questions - Check out the answers! As a literary device, diction refers to the linguistic choices
made by a writer to convey an idea or point of view, or tell a story, in an effective way. The author’s selection of words or vocabulary and the artistic arrangements of these words is what constitutes the style and establishes the voice of a literary work. Therefore, analyzing the style of a work of literature is an attempt to identify and understand diction
- the type and quality of individual words that comprise the vocabulary of the work. Diction is closely connected to characterization. The words associated with a literary character represent their ideals, values, and attitudes. Diction can create a representation of a character’s outer appearance and/or inner state of mind for the reader.For example, in
George Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion, Professor Henry Higgins famously teaches Eliza Doolittle to speak like an upper-class “lady” as opposed to a lower-class “flower girl,” changing who she is as a person and how she is regarded by others through changing her diction:Remember that you are a human being with a soul and the divine gift of
articulate speech: that your native language is the language of Shakespeare and Milton and The Bible; and don’t sit there crooning like a bilious pigeon.Shaw’s play explores the connection between diction and class in society, especially how the style of language, expression, and vocabulary is related to the speaker’s perceived position of power in
society. In this passage, Henry Higgins reveals his preoccupation with how a person speaks and articulates themselves as a reflection and societal measurement of who they are as a human being. This leads to Higgins taking on Eliza as a project to prove that he can transform how others perceive her in society by eliminating her use of colloquial
diction and slang, and instead teaching her formal diction and articulation.Common Types of DictionDiction is a literary device that allows a writer to carefully choose words and vocabulary to communicate to the reader as well as establish a specific voice or writing style. Diction is used in every form of writing, from poetic and figurative language to
formal and concise wording.Here are eight common types of diction and their stylistic qualities:Formal: use of elevated, sophisticated, professional language. Formal diction does not feature slang or colloquialisms, but instead adheres to proper grammar and complex sentence structure.Informal: conversational, casual, realistic language. Informal
diction is often used by writers to portray real-life communication or dialogue between realistic characters, and it is often utilized in narrative literary forms such as short fiction and novels.Colloquial: informal words or expressions that are typically associated with a specific region or time period. Colloquialisms are useful in portraying realistic and
colorful characters.Slang: words or phrases originated within a particular culture or subgroup that become widespread in use.Pedantic: detailed, academic writing. Pedantic diction generally reflects deliberate, educated word choices with denotative intention.Abstract: expression of the intangible such as ideas or emotions.Concrete: use of words for
denotative meanings. Concrete diction is specific, literal, and detailed so that it’s not open to interpretation.Poetic: lyrical wording related to and reflective of a poem’s theme. Poetic diction typically includes descriptive language that is potentially set to rhythm and meter.Examples of Common Types of DictionDifferent styles of diction impact how a
writer expresses an idea or message. In turn, writers utilize diction as a literary device to influence the way a reader understands or interprets the idea or message that is being expressed in a particular style. Diction is often used in a way that meet’s the reader’s expectations, such as formal diction for business writing and informal diction for casual
dialogue. If the type of diction presented is not aligned with a reader’s expectations, this can be an incongruent result that may lead to misunderstanding or misinterpretation of what is being expressed.Here are some examples of statements and phrases that represent common types of diction:Formal: As heretofore stated by the representative of the
firm, any indication of microaggression among colleagues will not be tolerated.Informal: Text me when you’'re ready to head home so I can pick you up.Colloquial: Have y’all heard that new Country Music song?Slang: I look tired because I was binge-watching a show on Netflix last night.Pedantic: It’s beneficial in an academic milieu to understand the
etymology of literary terms.Abstract: My head was swirling as I tried to recall my husband’s words of love.Concrete: That book belongs in the empty space on the second shelf.Poetic: Let us go then, you and I, / When the evening is spread out against the sky (from “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. Eliot)Difference Between Diction and
DialectSome people can find the difference between the terms diction and dialect confusing. Diction refers to the choice of words and linguistics as well as the levels of effectiveness and clarity of those choices. In addition, diction refers to how such words are presented to readers or an audience. Dialect, as a matter of linguistics, refers to a variety of
spoken language that characterizes a certain region, community, or group of people. Dialect often reflects minor differences in terms of vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling, and style of speech.Archaic DictionIn general, it is stated that the words not in use in topical language are known as archaic words. This is also called archaism but it is mostly the
use of classical or outdated words that constitute archaism. Poets often dig out such old-fashioned words to write poetry to meet the demands of rhythm or metrical pattern. For example, using steed or stallion instead of a horse is an archaic usage of the word.Impacts of Diction on ThemesNot only in common communication of daily lives but also in
literary works, diction plays an important role in setting things right. The first significant development comes in the thematic strands that a literary piece propagates. Although tone and point of view, too, contribute to thematic strands, they depend on diction in passing on those ideas. Therefore, when diction moves, changes colors and shows
nuances, it impacts the thematic strands in different ways. It is clear from Hemingway’s use of diction in A Farewell to Arms and The Old Man and the Sea.Use of Diction in SentencesThe banality of this argument is evident from the use in untoward circumstances. (Difficult Diction)The general feature of this argument is clear when applied to this
difficult situation. (Common Diction)We do not hope that they all will come and declare it an open place. (Simple Diction).“The boxes will come later. That takes more time.” (Conversational/Informal Diction)If doughty deeds my lady please / Right soon I'll mount my steed.” (Archaic Diction).In literature, writers carefully choose specific words and
phrases depending on the outcome they wish to achieve for the reader. Diction is the literary device that refers to these linguistic word choices and their artistic arrangement by a writer. Here are some examples of diction in literature:Example 1: Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale HurstonThen you must tell ‘em dat love ain’t somethin’ lak
uh grindstone dat’s de same thing everywhere and do de same thing tuh everything it touch. Love is lak de sea. It’s uh movin’ thing, but still and all, it takes its shape from de shore it meets, and it’s different with every shore.In Hurston’s novel, Janie’s diction helps to establish the setting of rural Florida in the early 1900s. Janie’s diction is colloquial
and her word choices and expression support the way she is characterized in the novel as a strong and passionate woman. In this passage, Janie’s diction reveals much about her rural background and limited education in terms of her manner of expression. However, the poetic nature of her words also indicates to the reader that Janie is introspective
and capable of deep emotions. Therefore, rather than Hurston choosing to portray Janie through simple colloquial diction, she allows the protagonist to reflect a complex female character through the artistic style of her words and vocabulary.Example 2: The School by Donald BarthelmeOne day, we had a discussion in class. They asked me, where did
they go? The trees, the salamander, the tropical fish, Edgar, the poppas and mommas, Matthew and Tony, where did they go? And I said, I don’t know, I don’t know. And they said, who knows? and I said, nobody knows. And they said, is death that which gives meaning to life? And I said no, life is that which gives meaning to life. Then they said, but
isn’t death, considered as a fundamental datum, the means by which the taken-for-granted mundanity of the everyday may be transcended in the direction of -I said, yes, maybe.They said, we don’t like it.I said, that’s sound.They said, it’s a bloody shame!I said, it is.In Barthelme’s short story, he utilizes a combination of formal and informal diction to
convey the literary theme of the randomness and universality of death. However, in this passage, the author cleverly reverses the diction expected by the reader by assigning formal diction to the elementary students and informal diction to their teacher, Edgar. This reversal of diction and reader expectation underscores the literary theme as well that
death is both ever-present yet inexplicable in its pattern of occurrence. The children’s formal wording in their assessment of death as a “fundamental datum” reinforces the absurdity of anyone attempting to explain its meaning-even a figure of authority such as an elementary school teacher. In addition, the limited and informal diction used in
response by the student’s teacher reinforces the absurdity that human beings can provide “answers” when it comes to such abstractions as death and life.The word and vocabulary choices made by Barthelme in his literary short fiction establish the story’s narrative voice and tone in an effective way. The children/students in the story are genuinely
interested in learning about death and “where” the dead go. However, their teacher is incapable of providing the answers to their questions because he doesn’t have the knowledge, nor the vocabulary, to express any proper responses. This results in an emotional response on the part of the reader of frustration and helplessness in understanding the
full concept of death, and therefore life as well.Example 3: This Is Just to Say by William Carlos WilliamsI have eatenthe plumsthat were inthe iceboxand whichyou were probablysavingfor breakfastForgive methey were deliciousso sweetand so coldThough Williams’s poem is composed in free verse, without formal rhyme or meter, the diction is poetic
in that the poet’s choice of words is descriptive and lyrical. This careful and deliberate use of vocabulary allows the poet to emphasize the denotative and connotative meaning of each word in each line. For the reader, the diction used by Williams in the poem reinforces the theme of temptation and desire intertwined with feelings of resentment and
coldness.Example 4: A Farewell to ArmsThe forest of oak trees on the mountain beyond the town was gone. The forest had been green in the summer when we had come into the town but now there were the stumps and the broken trunks and the ground torn up, and one day at the end of the fall when I was out where the oak forest had been I saw a
cloud coming over the mountain. It came very fast and the sun went a dull yellow and then everything was gray and the sky was covered and the cloud came on down the mountain and suddenly we were in it and it was snow. The snow slanted across the wind, the bare ground was covered, the stumps of trees projected, there was snow on the guns
and there were paths in the snow going back to the latrines behind trenches.The minimum use of adjectives in these lines shows the use of diction by Hemingway. Although it is a descriptive paragraph, there are very few adjectives used, which show how a description could still write descriptives without adjectives to simplify the work and yet make it
easy to understand. For example, the first line shows the description of deforestation.“It’s been a bad summer,” the major said. “Are you strong now?”“Yes.”“Did you ever get the decorations?”“Yes. I got them fine. Thank you very much.”“Let’s see them.”I opened my cape so he could see the two ribbons.“Did you get the boxes with the medals?”“No.
Just the papers.”“The boxes will come later. That takes more time.”“What do you want me to do?”The writers can use description or dialogues to move the story further. Here, the use of simple diction in the conversation shows how Hemingway has transformed it into a vehicle to convey implicit meanings just using dialogues.Synonyms of Diction In
literary vocabulary, the word diction has a vast list of meanings. It could be used in various senses such as phraseology, phrasing, rephrasing, turn of a phrase, choice of words, wording, use of language, language, parlance, vocabulary, terms, terminology, jargon, idiolect, locution, etc. As a literary device, diction refers to the choice of words and of
expression that an author makes and uses in a work of literature. Diction can have a great effect on the tone of a piece of literature, and how readers perceive the characters. One of the primary things that diction does is establish whether a work is formal or informal. Choosing more elevated words will establish a formality to the piece of literature,
while choosing will make it informal. For example, consider the difference between “I am much obliged to you, sir” and “Thanks a bunch, buddy!” The former expression of gratitude sounds much more formal than the latter, and both would sound out of place if used in the wrong situation. Common Examples of Diction We alter our diction all the time
depending on the situation we are in. Different communication styles are necessary at different times. We would not address a stranger in the same way as a good friend, and we would not address a boss in that same way as a child. These different choices are all examples of diction. Some languages have codified diction to a greater extent. For
example, Spanish is one of many languages that has a different form of address and verb conjugation if you are speaking to a stranger or superior than if you are speaking to a friend or younger person. Here are more examples of different diction choices based on formality: “Could you be so kind as to pass me the milk?” Vs. “Give me that!” “I regret
to inform you that that is not the case.” Vs. “You’'re wrong!” “It is a pleasure to see you again! How are you today?” Vs. “Hey, what’s up?” “I'm a bit upset,” Vs. “I'm so pissed off.” “I would be delighted!” Vs. “Sure, why not?” “I'll do it right away, sir,” Vs. “Yeah, just a sec.” Significance of Diction in Literature Authors make conscious and unconscious
word choices all the time when writing literature, just as we do when speaking to one another. The diction in a piece establishes many different aspects of how we read the work of literature, from its formality to its tone even to the type of story we are reading. For example, there could be two practically identical spy novels, but in one we are
privileged to the main character’s innermost thoughts about the situation while in the other we only see what the main character does. The author has chosen verbs either of introspection or action, and this type of diction thus determines what kind of story the book presents. This is the difference between spy novels by, for example, John le Carré
(Tinker, Tailor, Solider, Spy; A Most Wanted Man) and Dan Brown (The Da Vinci Code; Inferno). Examples of Diction in Literature Example #1 MACBETH: Is this a dagger which I see before me, The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee. I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible To feeling as to sight? Or
art thou but A dagger of the mind, a false creation, Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain? Vs. MACBETH: I have done the deed. - Didst thou not hear a noise? LADY MACBETH: I heard the owl scream and the crickets cry. Did not you speak? MACBETH: When? LADY MACBETH: Now. MACBETH: As I descended? LADY MACBETH: Ay. (Macbeth
by William Shakespeare) This is an interesting example of diction from Shakespeare’s famous Macbeth. As modern readers, we often consider Shakespeare’s language to be quite formal, as it is filled with words like “thou” and “thy” as well as archaic such as in Macbeth’s questions “Didst thou not hear a noise?” However, there is striking difference
in the diction between these two passages. In the first, Macbeth is contemplating a murder in long, expressive sentences. In the second excerpt, Macbeth has just committed a murder and has a rapid-fire exchange with his wife, Lady Macbeth. The different word choices that Shakespeare makes shows the different mental states that Macbeth is in in
these two nearby scenes. Example #2 It seemed to me that a careful examination of the room and the lawn might possibly reveal some traces of this mysterious individual. You know my methods, Watson. There was not one of them which I did not apply to the inquiry. And it ended by my discovering traces, but very different ones from those which I
had expected. (The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle) This diction example is quite formal, even though Sherlock Holmes is speaking to his close friend Dr. Watson. He speaks in very full sentences and with elevated language (“might possibly reveal some traces” and “not one of them which I did not apply to the inquiry”). When
speaking to such a close acquaintance, most people would choose other constructions and less formal language. However, this diction employed by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle shows that Sherlock Holmes is always a very formal character, no matter the situation. Example #3 You just hold your head high and keep those fists down. No matter what
anybody says to you, don’t you let ‘'em get your goat. Try fighting with your head for a change. (To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee) This is a quote from Atticus Finch, the father of To Kill a Mockingbird’s narrator, Scout. Atticus uses very formal language in his profession, as he is a celebrated lawyer. When speaking to his daughter, though, he
changes his diction and uses short, simple phrases and words. He also uses the s “hold your head high” and “don’t you let ‘em get your goat.” This informal diction shows his close relationship to his daughter and makes him seem more approachable than if we only saw him in his lawyerly role. Example #4 His adolescent nerdliness vaporizing any iota
of a chance he had for young love. Everybody else going through the terror and joy of their first crushes, their first dates, their first kisses while Oscar sat in the back of the class, behind his DM’s screen, and watched his adolescence stream by. Sucks to be left out of adolescence, sort of like getting locked in the closet on Venus when the sun appears
for the first time in a hundred years. (The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz) Contemporary writer Junot Diaz is noted for using a very distinct diction in his books. He often sprinkles in Spanish words and phrases in his works to make his characters—many of whom are from the Dominican Republic—seem more authentic. In this excerpt
from his novel The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Diaz uses very informal language, even creating the word “nerdliness.” He uses the slang term “sucks” to reinforce the sense of his character Oscar’s youth. More.. Polyptoton Homophone Discourse Motif Bandwagon Doppelgéanger As a literary device, diction refers to the linguistic choices made
by a writer to convey an idea or point of view, or tell a story, in an effective way. The author’s selection of words or vocabulary and the artistic arrangements of these words is what constitutes the style and establishes the voice of a literary work. Therefore, analyzing the style of a work of literature is an attempt to identify and understand diction - the
type and quality of individual words that comprise the vocabulary of the work. Diction is closely connected to characterization. The words associated with a literary character represent their ideals, values, and attitudes. Diction can create a representation of a character’s outer appearance and/or inner state of mind for the reader.For example, in
George Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion, Professor Henry Higgins famously teaches Eliza Doolittle to speak like an upper-class “lady” as opposed to a lower-class “flower girl,” changing who she is as a person and how she is regarded by others through changing her diction:Remember that you are a human being with a soul and the divine gift of
articulate speech: that your native language is the language of Shakespeare and Milton and The Bible; and don’t sit there crooning like a bilious pigeon.Shaw’s play explores the connection between diction and class in society, especially how the style of language, expression, and vocabulary is related to the speaker’s perceived position of power in
society. In this passage, Henry Higgins reveals his preoccupation with how a person speaks and articulates themselves as a reflection and societal measurement of who they are as a human being. This leads to Higgins taking on Eliza as a project to prove that he can transform how others perceive her in society by eliminating her use of colloquial
diction and slang, and instead teaching her formal diction and articulation.Common Types of DictionDiction is a literary device that allows a writer to carefully choose words and vocabulary to communicate to the reader as well as establish a specific voice or writing style. Diction is used in every form of writing, from poetic and figurative language to
formal and concise wording.Here are eight common types of diction and their stylistic qualities:Formal: use of elevated, sophisticated, professional language. Formal diction does not feature slang or colloquialisms, but instead adheres to proper grammar and complex sentence structure.Informal: conversational, casual, realistic language. Informal
diction is often used by writers to portray real-life communication or dialogue between realistic characters, and it is often utilized in narrative literary forms such as short fiction and novels.Colloquial: informal words or expressions that are typically associated with a specific region or time period. Colloquialisms are useful in portraying realistic and
colorful characters.Slang: words or phrases originated within a particular culture or subgroup that become widespread in use.Pedantic: detailed, academic writing. Pedantic diction generally reflects deliberate, educated word choices with denotative intention.Abstract: expression of the intangible such as ideas or emotions.Concrete: use of words for
denotative meanings. Concrete diction is specific, literal, and detailed so that it’s not open to interpretation.Poetic: lyrical wording related to and reflective of a poem’s theme. Poetic diction typically includes descriptive language that is potentially set to rhythm and meter.Examples of Common Types of DictionDifferent styles of diction impact how a
writer expresses an idea or message. In turn, writers utilize diction as a literary device to influence the way a reader understands or interprets the idea or message that is being expressed in a particular style. Diction is often used in a way that meet’s the reader’s expectations, such as formal diction for business writing and informal diction for casual
dialogue. If the type of diction presented is not aligned with a reader’s expectations, this can be an incongruent result that may lead to misunderstanding or misinterpretation of what is being expressed.Here are some examples of statements and phrases that represent common types of diction:Formal: As heretofore stated by the representative of the
firm, any indication of microaggression among colleagues will not be tolerated.Informal: Text me when you're ready to head home so I can pick you up.Colloquial: Have y’all heard that new Country Music song?Slang: I look tired because I was binge-watching a show on Netflix last night.Pedantic: It’s beneficial in an academic milieu to understand the
etymology of literary terms.Abstract: My head was swirling as I tried to recall my husband’s words of love.Concrete: That book belongs in the empty space on the second shelf.Poetic: Let us go then, you and I, / When the evening is spread out against the sky (from “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. Eliot)Difference Between Diction and
DialectSome people can find the difference between the terms diction and dialect confusing. Diction refers to the choice of words and linguistics as well as the levels of effectiveness and clarity of those choices. In addition, diction refers to how such words are presented to readers or an audience. Dialect, as a matter of linguistics, refers to a variety of



spoken language that characterizes a certain region, community, or group of people. Dialect often reflects minor differences in terms of vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling, and style of speech.Archaic DictionIn general, it is stated that the words not in use in topical language are known as archaic words. This is also called archaism but it is mostly the
use of classical or outdated words that constitute archaism. Poets often dig out such old-fashioned words to write poetry to meet the demands of rhythm or metrical pattern. For example, using steed or stallion instead of a horse is an archaic usage of the word.Impacts of Diction on ThemesNot only in common communication of daily lives but also in
literary works, diction plays an important role in setting things right. The first significant development comes in the thematic strands that a literary piece propagates. Although tone and point of view, too, contribute to thematic strands, they depend on diction in passing on those ideas. Therefore, when diction moves, changes colors and shows
nuances, it impacts the thematic strands in different ways. It is clear from Hemingway’s use of diction in A Farewell to Arms and The Old Man and the Sea.Use of Diction in SentencesThe banality of this argument is evident from the use in untoward circumstances. (Difficult Diction)The general feature of this argument is clear when applied to this
difficult situation. (Common Diction)We do not hope that they all will come and declare it an open place. (Simple Diction).“The boxes will come later. That takes more time.” (Conversational/Informal Diction)If doughty deeds my lady please / Right soon I'll mount my steed.” (Archaic Diction).In literature, writers carefully choose specific words and
phrases depending on the outcome they wish to achieve for the reader. Diction is the literary device that refers to these linguistic word choices and their artistic arrangement by a writer. Here are some examples of diction in literature:Example 1: Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale HurstonThen you must tell ‘em dat love ain’t somethin’ lak
uh grindstone dat’s de same thing everywhere and do de same thing tuh everything it touch. Love is lak de sea. It’s uh movin’ thing, but still and all, it takes its shape from de shore it meets, and it’s different with every shore.In Hurston’s novel, Janie’s diction helps to establish the setting of rural Florida in the early 1900s. Janie’s diction is colloquial
and her word choices and expression support the way she is characterized in the novel as a strong and passionate woman. In this passage, Janie’s diction reveals much about her rural background and limited education in terms of her manner of expression. However, the poetic nature of her words also indicates to the reader that Janie is introspective
and capable of deep emotions. Therefore, rather than Hurston choosing to portray Janie through simple colloquial diction, she allows the protagonist to reflect a complex female character through the artistic style of her words and vocabulary.Example 2: The School by Donald BarthelmeOne day, we had a discussion in class. They asked me, where did
they go? The trees, the salamander, the tropical fish, Edgar, the poppas and mommas, Matthew and Tony, where did they go? And I said, I don’t know, I don’t know. And they said, who knows? and I said, nobody knows. And they said, is death that which gives meaning to life? And I said no, life is that which gives meaning to life. Then they said, but
isn’t death, considered as a fundamental datum, the means by which the taken-for-granted mundanity of the everyday may be transcended in the direction of -I said, yes, maybe.They said, we don’t like it.I said, that’s sound.They said, it’s a bloody shame!I said, it is.In Barthelme’s short story, he utilizes a combination of formal and informal diction to
convey the literary theme of the randomness and universality of death. However, in this passage, the author cleverly reverses the diction expected by the reader by assigning formal diction to the elementary students and informal diction to their teacher, Edgar. This reversal of diction and reader expectation underscores the literary theme as well that
death is both ever-present yet inexplicable in its pattern of occurrence. The children’s formal wording in their assessment of death as a “fundamental datum” reinforces the absurdity of anyone attempting to explain its meaning-even a figure of authority such as an elementary school teacher. In addition, the limited and informal diction used in
response by the student’s teacher reinforces the absurdity that human beings can provide “answers” when it comes to such abstractions as death and life.The word and vocabulary choices made by Barthelme in his literary short fiction establish the story’s narrative voice and tone in an effective way. The children/students in the story are genuinely
interested in learning about death and “where” the dead go. However, their teacher is incapable of providing the answers to their questions because he doesn’t have the knowledge, nor the vocabulary, to express any proper responses. This results in an emotional response on the part of the reader of frustration and helplessness in understanding the
full concept of death, and therefore life as well. Example 3: This Is Just to Say by William Carlos WilliamsI have eatenthe plumsthat were inthe iceboxand whichyou were probablysavingfor breakfastForgive methey were deliciousso sweetand so coldThough Williams’s poem is composed in free verse, without formal rhyme or meter, the diction is poetic
in that the poet’s choice of words is descriptive and lyrical. This careful and deliberate use of vocabulary allows the poet to emphasize the denotative and connotative meaning of each word in each line. For the reader, the diction used by Williams in the poem reinforces the theme of temptation and desire intertwined with feelings of resentment and
coldness.Example 4: A Farewell to ArmsThe forest of oak trees on the mountain beyond the town was gone. The forest had been green in the summer when we had come into the town but now there were the stumps and the broken trunks and the ground torn up, and one day at the end of the fall when I was out where the oak forest had been I saw a
cloud coming over the mountain. It came very fast and the sun went a dull yellow and then everything was gray and the sky was covered and the cloud came on down the mountain and suddenly we were in it and it was snow. The snow slanted across the wind, the bare ground was covered, the stumps of trees projected, there was snow on the guns
and there were paths in the snow going back to the latrines behind trenches.The minimum use of adjectives in these lines shows the use of diction by Hemingway. Although it is a descriptive paragraph, there are very few adjectives used, which show how a description could still write descriptives without adjectives to simplify the work and yet make it
easy to understand. For example, the first line shows the description of deforestation.“It’s been a bad summer,” the major said. “Are you strong now?”“Yes.”“Did you ever get the decorations?”“Yes. I got them fine. Thank you very much.”“Let’s see them.”I opened my cape so he could see the two ribbons.“Did you get the boxes with the medals?”“No.
Just the papers.”“The boxes will come later. That takes more time.”“What do you want me to do?”The writers can use description or dialogues to move the story further. Here, the use of simple diction in the conversation shows how Hemingway has transformed it into a vehicle to convey implicit meanings just using dialogues.Synonyms of Diction In
literary vocabulary, the word diction has a vast list of meanings. It could be used in various senses such as phraseology, phrasing, rephrasing, turn of a phrase, choice of words, wording, use of language, language, parlance, vocabulary, terms, terminology, jargon, idiolect, locution, etc.



